S IRARAL ARLFTYE S

THE WHiTE HOUSE

WASHTNGTON

‘February lé, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED p FIELDING
FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTSPZHS

SUBJECT. H.R. 2893 -_ Utah Pajiute Trust Lands

and Economic Develogment Act

Richarg Darman hasg asked for comments by clege of businegg
today on the above-referenced enrolled biil. This bill
would transfer 4,770 acres of Federal land to the Utah
Pajute Tribe, ang establish g $2.5 million fung for the
economic development of the Tribe.,%Pnblic Law 96~227
enacted in Aprjii of 1980, authorized the transfer of 15,000
acres to the Tribe, Problems have arisen with that contem-
platead transfer, ang this bi1l authorizes an alternative
acceptable to alj interested parties. The biil Specifies
that the 4,770 acres and $2.5 million "shall be in complete
fulfiliment of the Provisions of Public Law 96~227."

Of the miscellanecgus Provisions in the bill the only one

Taising legal issnyes is section 3(a), designed to preserve
rights of the Paiute to yse the land ip question for relji-
gious pPurposes. The Provision brecludes the Secretary of
Agriculture from denying the Paiutes the right to use the

For four weeksg each year Federal law would deny to others

Possible uge of the national forest land, for the explicit
Purpose of Permitting Yeligious rites to take place, I do
not think such g challenge should Succeed, in light of the

.

Special statys of Indianp trust lands, ang in any event

The bill bassed both Housesg by voice vote. OMB, Interior,
and Agricultfure recommend approval, Treasury has no objec~
tion, and Justice defers tq Interior, I have reviewed the
memorandum for the President Prepared by omp Assistant
Director for Legislative Reference James Frey, and the bill
itself, ang have no objection to the President approving the
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/fDowment No. 18715088

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

DATE: 2/15/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: C.0.b. TOMORROW, 2/16

suglect: H-R. 2898 -~ UTAH PAIUTE TRUST LANDS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACT

ACTION FYi ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT O O McFARLANE O o
MEESE O m/ McMANUS O 0
BAKER - 0 &/ MURPHY O O
DEAVER O “OGLESBY ) ‘@/ »
STOCKMAN O O ROGERS 0o
DARMAN P m(s( SPEAKES O 0
FELDSTEIN O [0 SVAHN \;z/ 0
FIELDING O VERSTANDIG *@/ 0
FULLER O WHITTLESEY 0O 0
HERRINGTON o o0 O O
HICKEY o O o O
JENKINS a o 0 0

REMARKS:

Please provide any comments/recommendations by c.o.b. tomorrow,
February lé6th.

Thank you.

RESPONSE:

Richard G. Darman

198k FEB IS PH Ik 48 Assistané:: tzi?z%;mdem
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
QOFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

FEB 15 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bi71 H.R. 2898 - Utah Paiute Trust Lands and

Economic Development Fund
Sponsor - Rep. Marriott (R) Utah

Last Day for Action

February 21, 1984 - Tuesday

Purpose

(1) Provides that approximately 4,770 acres of public Tand in the
State of Utah be held in trust for the Utah Pajute Tribe and
(2) establishes a $2.5 million trust fund for the Tribe.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval

Department of the Interior Approval

Department of Agriculture Approval{Inforually)
Department of the Treasury No objectioniz— .. .. .7}
Department of Justice Defers to Interior

Discussion

In April of 1980 the Utah Paiute Tribe was restored to
federally-recognized status by the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah
Restoration Act, P.L. 96-227. The Act also authorized the
transfer of up to 15,000 acres of land to the Utah Pajute Tribe
to be held in trust by the United States. Following extensive
tribal consultation with Federal, State and local officials, it
was apparent that obtaining the 15,000 acres called for in

P.L. 96-227 would be problematical.

H.R. 2898 represents a compromise, supported by the Executive
branch, Congress, the Pajutes, the State of Utah, and interested

~local citizens, that would (1) transfer 4,770 acres of Bureau of.

Land Management land to the Tribe, (2) ensure that the Paiutes
have access to their religicus sites in the National Forest at
Fish Lake on a non-exclusive basis year-round, and on an exclu-
sive basis for two, two week periods a year, and (3) establish a
$2.5 million Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah Economic Development and
Tribal Government Fund for economic development and tribal
overnment purposes. H.R. 2898 prohibits any distribution of
1) trust fund principal to the Tribe or its members and
(2) accrued interest for per capita payments. In addition not
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more than five percent of such funds may be used by the Tribe for
the payment of legal counsel. The trust fund was included in
H.R. 2898 in ljeu of the additional lands that were authorized by
P.L. 96-227, but unavailable for transfer to the Tribe.

The enrolied bil] clearly stipulates that the land transfer,
coupled with the establishment of the trust fund, fully meets the
requirements of P.L. 96-227 regarding enlargement of the Pajutes'
reservation. Consistent with most Indian reservation enlarge-
ment Tlegislation, H.R. 2898 stipulates a number of technical
terms and conditions regarding how the Secretary of the Interior
will administer the Act.

Finally, the enrolled bill would approve two plans for judgment
distributions awarded by the U.S. Court of Claims to the Lreek
Nation and the Sisseston-Wahpeton Sioux. However, as Interior
notes in its enrolled bill views letter, this authority is no
tonger needed because these plans were approved administratively,
under the Judgment Fund Distribution Act, in Jdanuary.

As enrolled, H.R. 2898 incorporates the Administration's

recommended amendments, H.R. 2898 passed both Houses of the
Congress by voice vote.

{Flgned) James M. Frey

Assistant Direttor for
Legisiative Reference

Enclosures





