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THE GRAND TRAVERSE REGION OF MICHIGAN.

TH’E peapling of & great exteat of
wild country by Immigration from
over-crowded nations Is like the fow
of waters [rom pent-up reserveirs into
a vast interior basin. Through every
inlet which is opened for its admission
it rushes with such volume and force
as would seem sofficient speedily to
fill the vacant space and leave no
room for more. Yet the torrent con-
tinues to flow, and spread itself farther
and wider, forming pools, with smaller
sireams radiating therefrom, losing is
impetuous rush as it finds its levels,
and creeping so gradually over the
great area, that it is only by observing
the gauges by which we mark its pro-
gress that Hs rise can be detected, Yts
impetuous course at first carries it one
ward to distant points, before it beging
to spread itself laterally, and fow back
to fill up sections near its place of en-
trance ; while at intervals it receives
pew impetus by reaching the margin
of a deeper hollow, or is checked ¢l it
gathers sirenglh to overcome opposing
obstacles.

The flood of immigration is pouring
ceaselessly through every inlet to the
great West in such torrents, that one
who tesk note only of its volume wosld
think it must speedily fill the whole
region to repletion. Vet it spreads
itself silently, or collects in bodies of
greater or less extent, and is lost in the
immensity around it and although we
are continually surprised at the rapid.
ity with which certain places here and
there have become the centres of a
dense population, it is only by a com-
parison of growth at periods of years
that we can realize the vast aggregate
increase of the ewelling flsod.  And,
like the {nrush of water, too, it often
passes far beyond the portions near-
est the points of admission, which re-
main unoccupied till the Glling up of
more distant spaces causes 3 reaction
and turns the current into lateral chan-

nels, whose attractive power was insaf-
fictent to stay the mad pragress of its
earlier stage. Those of us who re-
member the long trains of emigrant.
wagons which thirty years ago cim-
hered every great road from the Fast,
will recall the feelings of wonder with
which we used fo ask the questions,
“ Whence do they all come #* and
s Where dotheyallgo ™  The stream
wever ceased Howing, and yet the in-
crease was hardly perceplible in the
vast region which received them. Rafl-
roads have since increased the volume
of immigrants tenfold, but new regions
have opened before them in more than
corresponding ratio, and ajthough por-
tions which were then comparatively
wild are now dotted with cities and
towns, and the welf and pantler and
deer have given place 1o the Hocks
and herds of the husbandman, yet the
realms which have been reduced o
clvilization are insignificant in compari-
son with those which remain to be sub-
dued, 'The whole of that portion of
the Uniled States which is east of the
Mississippi would lie hetween that river
and the Rocky Mountains, leaving the
entire Pacific slope and a wide margin
narth and south still umtouched ; and if
all the poputation of the States west of
the Mississippl wete turned back to
ity eastern shore, there would he room
enough for them in the still unccenpied
portions of the great States they would
first onter, in which vast tracts still re-
main unsettled and comparatively on-
known.

1t is of one of thess tracts that we
propose to speak,--a tract which has
been passed by in the eager rush o
the farther West, - a tract whose merits
have never been chanted by land spec-
dlators 3 one, indeed, whose attractions
have heretofore been but little known,
yet, in reality, one offering advantages
to a Jarge class of omigrants, which
might be vainly sought in more distant
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regions, where the chief attraction often
lies in the mystery enveloplug the un-
known.

By reference to the map of Michigan,
it will be seen that the northern half
of the Southern Peninsula is for the
mast part unsettled, that it is well
stocked with inland lakes and streams,
and that it is penetrated on its northe
western shore by a deep bay whose
general trend is north and south, This
1 known as the * Grand Traverse Bay,”
and it is to the country lying around it,
known as the “Grand Traverse Fe-
gion,”" that we now invite attention.

The fact of its being a little off the
route of the great channels of emigra-
tion and comparatively isolated, while
fts position would saturally lead to the
supposition that its winters must be
rigorous, has resulted in its being com-
paratively unknown and thinly settled ;
yet, in reality, it possesses soil, climate,
and situation with reference to market,
giving it very great advantages for cer-

. tain kinds of cuiture over many of the
sections which have been more eagerly
gonght and more rapidly settled, and
in which, as a consequence, the lands
have already attained a much higher
pecuniary value. And in addition to
these elements of intrinsic agricultural
value, the variety and beauty of jts
natural scenery are such as will always
render it far more attractive to the lover
of the picturesgue than the dreary mo-
notony of the prairies. The prevailing
idea in regard to the whole of Northern
Michigan, throughout the Eastern and
Middle States, from which alone could
emigration be expected, is simply that
it is only valuable for its lumber, and
offers but little inducement to the agri-
culturist. The statement that the re-
gion in question, lying on the shores of
Graod Traverse Bay, and the penfnsu-
Ia which separates it from Lake Michi-
gan, is much the same in its capacity
for growing the finest and most delicate
kinds of fruits and vegetables as that
portion of New Jersey which lies in the
Iatitude of Philadelphia, while the en-
ervating summer heat of that section is
never known, and the winter climate is

The Grand Traverse Region of Mickigarn.
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but little more severe, will be reccived
by the majority of people with surprise
and perhaps with incredulity ; yet such
is the simple fact, the proofs of which
are at hand, and can readily be shown
to result from patural causes.

It is well known to all who have
given special attention to meteorclogi-
¢al phenomenn, that the most severe,
and blighting winds which prevail duor-);
ing the earlier winter are those from
the southwest. It i3 proverbdal with
gailors, that “the first of a southerly
wind is always eold” It iz equal-
Iy true, but perbaps not so generally
known, that the blighting effect of these
winds is atways greatly mitigated when
they sweep uver Jarge bodies of water
before siriking the land. This ia ex-
hibited on & large scale by a compari.
son of the praductions of regions of the
same parallels of latitude on the east.
ern and western coasts of our ewn and
other countries. If we follow the Inti.
tude of New York to Europe, we find
ourselves in the land of the orange,
the vine, and the olive; if westward
i California, we find the most delicate
varieties of our greenhouse grapes
growing in the open alr as readily as
apples do with vs. We are so accus-
tomed to think of these fruits as the
products of Southern climates that we
constantly forget that the latitude of
Northern Spain and Central Italy is the
same a8 that of Boston, and that the
difference of climate results solely from
their relative position with regard to
the water, On a smaller scale the same
thing may be ohaerved on our Atlantic
const, wherever projections occur which
the southwest winds can only reach
after traversing a broad extent of ocean,
At Newport, R, L, many garden plants
are perfectly hardy which cannot sas-
tain the severity of an inland winter at
any point sorth of Philadelphia. At
Yarmouth, Nova Scotiz, the Enplisk
ivy grows luxuriantly; while at Pos.
ton, two degrees farther south, its
culture in the open air is a hopeless
task. It is common to ascribe this re-
sult to the vicinity of the Gulf Stream ;
but the same effect elsewhere, in places
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similarly sitgated, proves that we need
not seek jia cauwse in amy unuswal
warmth of the water,

Referring again to the map, it will be
seen that the sonthwest winds must
sweep the whole length of Lake Michi-
gan before striking the shores of the
Grand Traverse Region; and we find
the same rule in force here as else-
where in regard to its effect upon cli-
mate and vegetation. The well-known
fruit regions in the neighborhood of
St. Joseph, from which the Chicage
markets are supplied, derive their cas
pacity from the same source, but in a
less degree, for the simple reason that
the extent of water to be passed over
is much less than at Grand Traverse.
The safe wintering of fruit-trees is not
indicated by the mean temperature as
shown by the thermometer. Neverthe-
less, it has been proved, by a compari-
son for a series of years of observations
at Traverse City with those at Manito-
woc, on the opposite shore of Lake
Michigan, — at Montreal, St. Johnsbury,
Vt., Gardiner, Me., Ann Arbor, Janes-
ville, and Dubague, — all in about the
same paralle]l of latitude, that the mean
is very much in favor of Traverse City,
being 51° milder than that of Gardiner,
and 8}° milder than that of 5t. Johns-
bury, while the extremes exhibit a
much greater difference.  Butthe prac-
tical result, which is the point of inters
est to farmers and especially to horti-
calturists, is found in {he simple but
already well-established fact that the
prach, which cannot be grown on the
western shore of the lake, even at its
southern exteemity, is perfectly hardy
and luxuriast throughout this region;
and every other variety of frait and
vegetable which is grown in the lat-
tude of Philadelphia Is equally capable
of cultivation, and as safe from blight
and frosts in the Grand Traverse He.
gion. Tomatoes and other tender veg-
etables remain untouched by frost il
the last days of October. Potatoes
and other roots may be left in the
ground through the winter without in-
jury, and it is literally frue that pota.
toes may be seen amnually growing
« VOL. XXVL — KO, 154, 13

where none have been planted for years,
—the result of self-propagation from
geed left by secident whea digging the
crop.  Apples, pears, plums, grapes,
and al} the best varieties of vegetables,
attain their highest degree of perfection
in this favored land. OFf farm crops it
is enough to say that this region pro-
duces the finest of white winter wheat.
The dallia booms 6l the lust of Oc.
tober, and the bulbs may be left in
the ground without infury till spring,
Delicate greenhouse roses stand ouw
through the winter, with the same im-
punity as in Alabama or Louisiana,

Snow remains upon the ground till
the middle of April, and preserves vege-
tution from the siimulating iafluence of
occasional warm days, se that the fruit.
buds remain dormant till the danger of
injury from frost iz past, When the
snow disappears the soil is in condition
1o receive at otice the genial influence
of sunshine and atmuspheric action.
The disagregable period of mud, caused
by the slow escape of frost from- (ke
soil, is unknown, and the region is-pre-
served alike from the injurious effects
of early and late frosts by tlie modify-
ing influence of the great lake,

In the general character of the soil,
alsp, the resemblance may be traced
Letween this reglon and the portion of
New Jersey which has heen mentioned,
and which furnishes the markets of
Fhiladelphin with thefr best supplies
of fruit and vegetables, and comprises
probably the finest and mast exlensive
market-garden region yet vnder culs
tare jn the United States, holding the
same relation 10 Philadelphiz and New
York which the Grand Traverse Re-
gion is destined to hold to the great
eities of the Western lakes. The soil
is a rich sandy loam, - the lind best
adapted ta such culiure, the easiest to
work, and the one which brines its pro-
ductions to the earliest maturity, The
soil in New Jersey produces tomatocs,
pears, and all such vegetables, ten days
carlier than the heavier solls of Penn-
sylvania on the opposite shore of the
Delaware ; and the same difference ex-
ists between the Grand Traverse Re-
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194 The Grand Traverse Region of Mickigan.

gion and the heavy sofls of the praires
across the lake.

Generally speaking, the region is cov-
ered with 2 magnificent growth of hard
wood, of which the sugar-maple is the
most abundant, the other varieties be-
ing the beech, elm, ash, oak, poplar,
and yellow birch. Of evergreens, the
hemiack, white cedar, balsam, fir, and
larch or tamarack are mare or less
abundant ; and the white-pine is ccea-
sionally found, and attaing a majestic
size. The full grandeur and beauty of
the primeval forest may here be seen,
—the hemlocks, mingled with msaple,
beech, and elm, towering often to a
great height, their tronks atiining a
dizmeter of four or five feet; while the
Jack of undergrowth gives to the forest
the appearance of an endiess colonnade
of majestic pillars, through which, but
for occasional fallen trunks, 2 carriage
might be driven.

The surface of the country is undu-
lating and sometimes broken and hilly.
Of the natural features which contril-
ute most to the beauty and atiractive
interest of the region, the magnificont
bay which gives it its pame, the sumer-
ous inland lakes of greater or less ex-
tent, and the clear streams abounding
with trout, lend to it a picturesgue char-
acter which no effort of art can rival.
The bay is thirty-three miles in Jength
from north to south, with an average
breadth of eighteen miles,  Its south-
ern portion is divided into two arms by
a tongue of land known s the Penin-
sula, seventeen miles in lenpth and
from one 0 two miles wide, The hay
is navigable for vessels of the largest
size, itz depth being from twenty to
seventy fithoms ; and numerous small
harbors of from ome to thres miles
in depth along itz shores aflord per.
fect shelter from storms, and sufficient
depth of water for the largest vessels
that navigate the lakes. A semarkable
series of inland Jakes is connected with
the bay by navigable waters. These
Iakes vary in size from two to eigh.
teen miles in width, and form a chain
of eighty miles of intand water naviga-
ble for tugs and small vessels through-
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out {ts whole extent; while rnumerous
smaller bodies of limpid water, with
picturesgue shores, serve to invest the
whode region with a character of en-
chanting beauty and inexhavstible in-
terest. This has been so well described
by Professor Alexander Winchell, of the
University of Michigan, in his report
upon the geological resources of the
region, that we quote his words, as
conveying to the mind of the reader
a more vivid conception of the reality
than we conld hope to present in lan-
guage of our own @

“ The scepery of the Grand Traverse
Region Is subdued and soft, sometimes
pictiresgue, always beaotiful, and in
some inslances exquisitely so. Viewed
from some suitable eminence, the land-
scape presents an undulating sea of
verdure, one softly rounded hilltop
succeeding amother in the retreating
view, the dimness of distance lending
an evet-increasing enchantment to the
prospect,

“ From the bluff on which the semi-
nary af New Mission is situated, an ex-
quisite view is obained of Grand Trav-
erse Bay, with its eastern and western
arms dissolving in the haze of the dim
distance, and the Dbroad lake seen
through the mouth af the bay sinking
beneath the aorthern horizon. A fringe
of emerald forest skirts the opposite
shore. The sofieged outlines of the
Peninsuln emerge from the misty em-
brace of the two arms of the bay, and
all around the framework of the scene
loom frot the background the purple
hilltops Jooking perpetually down upon
the picture.”

That this region is destined to e
the future abode of a rich community
of farmers, and its picturesgue sites to
be dotted with the villas and country-
seats of men of wealth, is obvious to
any one who considers its capacity, fts
attractive charms, and the prospective
growth of the West. At present its
whole population iz probably not over
five thousand. Its principal town is
Traverse Clty, at the southern extrem-
ity of the bay, with a populatien af
about one thousand, Tho other towns
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are Northport and Elk Rapids, with
about five hundred inhabitants each.
Farming lands can be had at extremely
low prices, and wood may be sold on
the shore of the bay for three dollars
percord for shipment to the lake ports ;
st that the clearing of the land for-
pishes a paying crop, and wheat com-
mands the same price as at Chicago.
The means of access are by steamer
from Buffalo, Detroit, or Chicago, —the

time of passage Leiog about forty-eight
hours.

Some of the principal froit-growers
of 1. Joseph have recently purchased
large tracts in the Grand Traverse
Region for horticultural  purposes,
and the advantages it offers for such
objects muest lead at ro distant day
to its occupation by the great army
whose march is ever towards the set-
ting sun.

H. W. 5. Cleveland.

MR. HARDHACK ON THE SENSATIONAL IN LITERATURE

AND

AVE 1 read Miss Braddon’s last ?
Ay, and her first too.  Why, dur-
ing the last three or four months 1
have been through a whole course of
sensational novels, and, in imaginaijon,
have married more wives than Brig-
ham Young, and committed more hom-
jcides than Captain Kidd; and 1 fiat-
ter mysclf 1 have got at the whole
secret of the thing, It’s whiskey for
the mind, sir, —the regular raw, rot-
brain fluid of the Devil’s own distilling.
What da you suppose is to become of
the intellects and hearts of a genera-
tion which takes to such 3 terrible tip-
ple? They are all at it, ~men and
women, boys and girls, imbibing the
stinging, burning, corroding beverage
as though it were as innccent as milk.
“ Drink, pretty creature, drink,” - that
is the song of the Cirges and the Co-
muses of the new school of depravity, as
they hold their yellow cups to the lips of
sweet fifteen: “ Thiz, my dear, has a
delicious flavar of theft; this of arson ;
this of bigumy ; this of murder. Drink,
and Newgate and the Old Bailey will
be more familiar to you than the school-
house and the church! Dirink, and
vou will draw the charming convicts
out of their cells, and have them all
niccly housed in your own imagination !
Drink, drink, drink 1 *
But, you retort, do not the greatest

LI¥FE.

writers deal with the preatest crimes ?
Is Shakespeare himsell anp economist
of the dagger and the bowl? Why ob-
ject to contemporary romancers for tak-
ing ctiminals for heroes, when crimi-
nality entets 5o largely into the heroes
of all dramas and romances? You
think you have me, do you? Well,
others before you have been infatuated
with the idea that they could get Solo-
men Hardhack into a cormer, but he
always found a road out of it as wide
as the Appian Way. I admit at once
that T have no objection to murders
when they are perpetrated by Shake-
speate or Scoit.  The more the better,
say I, When the old woman told her
doctor that she feared her health was
failing, because during the past week
she had not, in rexding the newspaper,
“enjoyed her murders,” she caught a
glimpae of the great principle of all art,
sir. When I read Macbeth, when [
see it performed by actors of imaging-
tion, 1 enjoy the murders, When I
read or sce a coarse melodrama, I
don't enjoy the murders. What s the
teasan ! Why my artistic sense is
satisfied by the first, and shocked by
the zerond.  The tragedy lifts your
whole pature, - sentiment, conscience,
reflection, imagination, whatever there
is in you, —altogether above actual
life into the ideal world of art. You
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