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Standpoint, (1900), p. 5,

PROLOGUE

I work very slowly on my lecture. My strength is failing and
oy eyes are so that I cannot use them by candlelight. I have many
pages written with peneil and when I can get them copied in ink,

I will send them to you. :

My objeet in trying to have this printed is that it might live
after I am dead and finally be adopted as the plan or means to biing
about the true development of American Indisns.

My days are nuibered, as I am entirely unsble to do any manual
labor, not only from old age but from ill health, also. Whether
I shall see next summer or not, I am somewhat doubtful.

I have many other things written, beside this which I am send-
ing you,lwhieh I hope may be heard by civilized people long after I
an dead. ,

The old Indtan whose gnarled hands lebored over this letter in
1900 lived until September 8, 1908, In thoge last seven years he paw
his eldest son sentenced to a year in prigon for repeated digorderly
conduct, and found himeelf removed from his home in Harbor Bprings,
Michigan, to the county poor farm &t Brutus.

To those who know the American Indian only in terms of his baser
qualities, or who cen picture the red man only &3 & drunken, uneducated
burden to soeiety, such a fngle R&y not seem wnugual. But this brief
&limpse 18 incomplete and misleading, for, until the eloging years of
hig life, Andrew Jackson Blaskbirad had not been s burden to soclety, It
is the story of his struggle to sueceed in a white man's soclety that I
intend to rceéi;é;,

The reader may ask why an obseyre Indisn deserves this attention -
vhy he merits resesrch Smong voluminous govermment documents that con-

tain materiale for the elarification of more important patters. The

LAnarev Juckson Blackbira, The Indian Problem from the Indian's

1
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ansvar ig that as I delved into Michigan Indian history, Andrew
m:mfbird came alive &8 a unigue personality of the time when the
vhite man's culture was beginning to overvhelm the Imdian eulture of
northern Michigan, Here was a mu.n who did not retreat from this
threat. Prom boyhood through manhood into old 8ge, Blackbird always
strove to attain & measure of respectability in & culture strange to
his nature. His struggle to find & Place in the vhite man's world de-
serves attention.

Andrew Jackson Blaekbird‘? was the son of Mack-a-te-pe-nessy, anc
Indian shieftain of the Arbor Croche band of Ottawa. Though & more
accurate translation of Mack-n-te-pe-negsy was Black Bawlk; at some
point the neme was corrupted into Blackbird and that tranglation was
accepted by the family from Andrev's time to the present.>

The land of the Arbre Croche Ottswes reached along Lake Michigan
from Cross Village on the north to Little Traverse on the south. The
eastern side of their land was unmarked, but the Ottewa usually lived
within five or eix miles of the shore of lLake m;:kigm.;‘ The Ottaws,
menbers of the Algonquian langusge group, hed settled here abouwt 1750,

EAndrew‘a Indlan name was originally Pe-ness-wi-qua-am Mack-a-te-
be-nessy. When he was baptized in 1825 his first name was changed to
Ameble, (Andrew Jackson Blackbird, History of the Ottawa and Chippewa
Indians of Michigan; A Grammar of their Language, 8nd Personal and
Family History of the Author /Ypsilenti: the Ypsilantian Job Printiyg
House, 1887/) p. k7. Just when or why he began using the name Andrew
dJackson Blackbird is not elear. He is referred to as Jackson Blackbird
by Henry Schocleraft as early as 1840. (V. 8., Natiohal Archives 4
Buresu of Indisn Affairs, Mierocopy, Michigan Superintendenc of Indian
Affalrs and Mackinac Indian Agency, Letters sent, Vol. 2), p. 312.

%mkbird, Kistory‘of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, p. 27,
btbi4., p. 10.
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3
pushed westward from the Manitoulin Islands by the Iroq&eis.s About,
1828 the Arbre Croche Indisns made northern Michigan their yesr-reund
home, Until that time they had done their winter hunting and trepping
farther south, sometimes ae far ss the valley of the St. Joseph Riverd

Andrew Blackbird belonged to this band of Indians. He sgid he
vas born "south of the Traverse Reglon sbout 1820."7 Eis birthplace
may have been above the big repids of the Muskegon River, the favorite
winter quarters of his family.g It 1s impossible to mow the precise
date of his birth. Though he gave 1820 as an spproximate date, other
atatements introduce confusion on this point. In 1900 he paid, "1
don't know Just how old I am, as my parents did not remember, but how-
ever, I well remember in 1825 walking 14 miles that New Years Day,
vhich ig 75 yema,ago.“g But in the same interview, he said, “The
firet remembrance I have of seeing the white man is more than B0 years

8go, or eoon after the war of 1812 , . .0 Probably he was borm

PGeorge I. Quimby, Indien Life in the Upper Great Lakes, 11,000
B.C, to A.D. 1800 (Chicago: University of Chicago Pregs, 1960), p.
128I

Sdobn R. Sventon, The Tndien Tribes of North America (Washington:
Smitheonisn Institution W of American Ethnology, Bulletin No. 1U45;
U. 8. Qovernment Printing Office, 1953), p. 245-46,

7_rThe Traverse Region, Historical and Descriptive, with Illustra-
tions of Beenery and Portraits and_niomp_%cul Bketehes of Some of
its Prominent Men and Ploneers (Chicago: H. R. Page and Company,
p s Po 145,

anlackbird, ﬁis}zory of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indiens, p. 33.

“Blaskbird, The Indian Problem from the Indian's Standpoint, p. 5,

O1i4., p. 7.




h
between 1815 and 1825, ang settled with hig femily in L'Arbre Oroche

shout 1828, What of thoge early yesrs in L'Arbre Croche? What vare
the influences that would arfect his life as & mmber of a mixed eom-
munity of Indisng snd pioneer white men?




Andrev's family seems to have been highly regarded in the settle-
ment. His father had come into northern Michigsn from Manitoba in
1800, and had soon been appointed head speaker in the Couneil of the
Ottawa snd Ghimm.u Mack-a-te-pe-nesey sppreciated education, end
made & great effort to teach reading and writing to the adult Tndians
of L'Arbre Croche, using an alphabet which he himself had prepared.

In 1823 he sppealed to the President of the United States to send &
Catholic Priest to L'Arbre Oroche so that his people might receive in-
struction and religious tmi.nins.m Mack-a-te-pe-nessy had a hrother,
Wa-ke-zoo, who was & chieftain in Manitoba. Another brother, late

Wing, supposedly fought for the United States in the War of 1812 and was
a friend of Lewis Casg.’3

Mack-a-te-pe-nessy may have participated in the Treaty of 1836
by which the Ottawa gave up much of their land in northern Michigan.

A name on that treaty might be his, though the spelling, Mukuday
Benais, is imgular.l!‘ Jonas Bhawaneseee, an Ottawa from Harbor

Mpiackbird, History of the Otteva and Chippewe Indiens, p. 3L.

12Chrysostomus Vervyst (0.7.M.), Life and Labors of the Right
Reverend Frederick First Bishop of Marquette, Michigan
« Wiltziue and Company, 1900,) p. 57.

13piackhird, History of the Ottave and Chippews Indisns, pp.26-27.

'U‘U 8. War Department, Treaties between The United States of
Anerica and Indian 'I'ri‘aes, ITE—1837 (Waghington: Government Printing

ice, 1@); p. 655-
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Springs who has spent meny years of research on Indian history, especial-
1y regarding Indian claime sgainst the government, mainteins that the
"Bleckbird" whose mark appears on the Tresty of 1836 was an Indian from
Bturgeon Bay, Wiseenasin, not the Blaekbird known as Mack-a-te-pe-nessy,
from L'Arbre Croche.” But since Shewanessee's purpose bas been to
show that the government dealt unfairly with the Indiang of northern
Michigan, his theory might be biased. Andrew, though he reecslls in hip
book the departure in 1835 of the delegates to the pesce talks in
Washiington, does not mention his Pather among the delegation.

Iittle is known ebout Andrew's mother. It has been. suggested
that Andrev's father met her while on & trip to Washington, D.C.,in the
early 1800's, as spokesmsn for his band of Indiens. But there is no
evidence of such & trip. It hms also been suggested that she vas a
white wom.lé Blackbird says nothing sbout thise in his book. He s8ys
only that his mother's brother was Shaw-be-nee, who fought on the side
of the United States in the wer of 181217

Andrew was the youngest of six boys snd four girls born to Chief
Mack-a-te-pe-nessy and his wife, Of the ten children, at lesst one boy
besides Andrew mansged to excell in academic etudies and was helped by
missionaries to gain advanced sehooling.

The circumstances in which Andrew spent his boyhood were typleal
for Indians in the (reat Lakes ares in the early 1800's. The Ottawa

PLetter fyou Jane Ettewageshik to Willlem Hempton, Harbor
Bprings, Michigsn, February 21, 1957.

lélnterview with S8usan Shagoneby, formerly curator of the
Andrev J. Blackbird Museum at Harbor Springs, July 9, 1962.

1TB1ackbira, History of the Ottava snd Chippews Indians, p. 26.
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were geml-gedentary. In summer they lived in villages and tended small

vegetable gardens near their dwellings.la While they waited to hav-
vest their scanty crops they gathered wild strawberries, raspberries,
end blackberries, which grew in abundance around the settlement and
added variety to their diet of fish, vegetebles and gsme. There were
fishing expeditions and wild pigeon hunte which occupied many hours
of a boy's days. In the winter they hunted deer, elk, bear, beaver,
and muskrats. Their bows, srrowvs, spears, gnares, and traps had been
repalred during the summer months and were ready for use when the
families arrived st their winter hunting grounds.’® Certainly, a boy
couldn't want for thinés to keep him busy, and Andrew learned early
the skills needed to live in his culture, That he would need an
entirely new set of skills to liie'out his adult years successfully,
he could not then know. | | |

L'Arbre Croche, 1ike so many other Indian settleﬁents, had felt
the influen¢e of Catholic missionaries. A mission may have been
established on Little Traverse Bay by the Jesuit Father Dablon, who
had built a chapel at Michilimackinac the winter before Father
Marquette's arrival there in 1671.2 In 1695 the Little Traverse Bay

mission was tended by fathers stationed at the Straits, and in the

lsQui:mby, Indian Life in the Upper Great Lakes, p. 128,
191114,

2gsorge Pare, The Catholic Church in Detroit: 1701-1888 (The

Gabriel Richard Press, Detroit, 1951), p. 30.
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1700's Father Du Jaunay served the Indians at L'Arbre Croche. He

was in western Michigan continuously after 1735, and seems to have
lived at L'Arbre Croche during the final years of his ministry until
being recalled tc Quebec in 1765.2% After Pather Du Jausay's de-
parture, the L'Arbre Crache mission was &bandoned and it ‘was net until

1825 that the Catholics gent & migglonary to serve the area once

more,.gg

The re-establishment of the migsion may have been instigated by
the L'Arbre Croche Indimns themselves. In 1823 they sent & petition
to the United Btates Congress through Father Gobriel Riehsrd, then
delegate from Michigsn territory, Included in their /reqtuesﬁ— vere
sound reasons for their need of a niseionary.

We, the undersigned, ehiefes » headsmen and others belonging
to the Ottawa tribe, who reside at Arbre Croche, on the eastern
shore of Lake Michigan, use this opportunity to make known our
wishes and wants to our FPather, the President of the United States.
We thank our Pather and Congress for all they have done for us
to introduce amongst us morality and the knowledge of Jesus ; the
Savior of the red snd white people. Confiding in your fatherly
goodness, we ask for freedom of conscience and for a teacher or
preacher of the Gospel » Who belongs to that Boclety to which be-
longed the member of the Catholic Order of 8t. Ignatius, which
was established at Michilimackinae and Arbre Croche by Father
Marquette and other missionaries of the Jesuit Order. They
lived many years in our midst. They eultivated a field in our
land in order to teach us agriculture and Christianity. Since
that time we have longed for such priests. Should you deign to
grant us such, we shall ask him to settle again on the ghore of
Leke Michigan near our village, Arbre Croche, on the same place
which Father Du Jaunay possessed.

If you comply with the humble wish of your faithful eons,
they shall be forever thankful to you and pray the Great Spirit
to shed his blessings over the Whites. :

“Lparé, p. 9h.




. In witness whereof, we have hereunto signeq our names
[Taxks].  August 12th, 1823,

Hawk Figh

Caterpillar Crane

g:gr;e ggrigg Fish
Four months after this message had baen sent;, Hack-a-te-po-nessy,

father of Andrew J. Blackbirg, #ddressed & personal appeal for g
"Blackrobe” g President -)hnroei‘?h Agadn, the request vas entrusted
to Pather Gabriel Richard to earry to Washington,2? Apparently theme
Tesseges were heard gng Beted upon, for in July of 1825 Father Badin
Visited L'Arbre Croshe, He had sent word sheaq that the Indiang
should erect “g Préyer-wigwam in hopos of the Grest Spirit, with a
Cross in front of it;.“aé When e arrived at L'Arbre Croche Father

of Harboy Bpringas. Mo nails Or iron had been used in its construetion,
And the timbers had been hews vith omanauks, 2T

Father Badin pald auother Vislt to L'Arbre Croshe in Beptembey
of the same yéar, 1825, ana bapﬁized. Bhirty children gng Adulte. oOne
of the children was Andrey Blackbird. Father Badin Vas ot able to

b s

2eruyst, P: 56-57. The Pather "Bu Jaunay" to whon the
Indians refer in this letter is the priest who was gt L'Arbre Croche
in the 1760'a,

rvia., p. 57,

2Marion A. Bebig (0.P.M.), Heralds of the King: The Franeisecang
of the 8t. Iouig - Chic Province; 188 ~1956 Chicago : Franciscan

Herald Press, 19
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remain among the Ottawa, though he came back for mnother visit in
1826.2'8 Fortunately, about this time & brother of Mack-a-te-pe-nessy,
Au-ge-go-nock, who was & Catholie and had been living on Prummond's
Island, came to L'Arbre Oroche to serve as & lay misslomary in the
gbsence of & priest. Re conducted Sundsy serviees for his people,
using prayer books printed in the Stockbridge Indisn langusge, which
he had brought from Montreal,®d

Another Jesuit, Father Peter De Jesn, visited L'Arbre Croche
for the first time in the spring of 1829 and baptized twenty-one
Indians. On his second visit he found 130 ecatechumens of all ages
well enough instructed by Au-se-go-nock to be baptized. Before leav-
ing the settlement, Father De Jean urged the Christians to live epart
from pagans because of conflicts between the two groups. It wae these
conflicts which prompted the removal of the Church from Beven-Mile
Point to what is now the city of Harbor Springs, New Arbre Croche,X

Bometime between 1827 and 1830, probably in 1828, the Indians
who had previously lived in L'Arbre Croche only in the summers began
winter residence there as well. Perhaps they decided to live in the
4res all the year because of the re-esteblishment of the mission. In
1829 Chief Mack-a-te-pe-negsy left Middle Village in charge of a
brother, Ksw-me-no-te-a, and moved with hig family to New Arbre Croche,
on Little Traverse Bay, in order to enter his children in the mission

%13: p. 337.

®Igtockbridge was a dialect of the Ottava and Chippeva language.
(Rebig, p. 537.)

30

Ibid.,

St —




il
school located there.

The miselon comprised three Indien log hou-ses.?’*l E&ther De Jean
had been assigned there as the vesident pastor. Under his supervieion,
two large buildings bad been constructed. The larger one, 54 x 30
feet, was to serve as 6 permanent church. The smaller one, 46 x 20
feet, was to house both rectory and sehool in three rooms. The
school, & bosrding and dsy echool, cpened on August 23, 1829, with
Joseph L'Etorneau, & Frenchmen, snd Miss Elizsbeth Willisms as
teachers. By September of 1829 it had thirty-eight atudents s of whom
twenty-five were boarders. -

Probably Andrew J. Bleckbird was among those thirty~elght
students enrolled in the mission sehool, a8 were some of his nine
brothers and sisters. He does not say he was, dut it 1s & ressonsble
inference, becsuse when he enrclled in & gremmar school in Shio seven-
teen years later, he could spesk and write English. Moreover, since
one purpose of his father's move to Hew Arbre Croche was to enter his
¢hildren in school, and eince Andrew was then of an sge for admission,
it is eltogether likely that he was enrolled. In suy ease, his educs-
tion wes cut short after four years, when the school was discontinued.
Rev. De Jesn hed bBeen removed, and Father Baraga, his veplsoement,
had been dent to Lake superie;r,33 |

The firet winter Andrew's family stayed in northern Michigan his

alfbid-, P 533u
#1mid., p. 539.

33Blackbird, History of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, p. k9.
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have taken & long time, for Andrew 8aye that his father “souig not
very vwell keep us together; being the least oue in the family, I be-
came & perfect wild rovep, 32

Be must have done his Toving fairly plose to home for at least
elght years after his mother's death, because he was Bt1ll living in
New Arbre Croche in 1833 when he learned of his brother Williem'y
death. William hag been taken by Catholic missionaries to De trained
for the priesthood, .&ftar preparatory Behooling in Ohio » he had been
Bent to Rome, where, with ‘;hial Ocusin Augustin Hamelin, he hgq re-
ceived fingl training. William died very cioae to the time gat for
his ordination. Beemuge he and his cousin were the firat Ameriecan
Indians to attain guch a high level of training, their ¢ourse had been
followed by the Indiang of L'Arbre Croche with grest interest,
Catholic fathers at Rome asked if suother boy in the Blackbird family
could replage Willigm, but, slthough Andrew's name was suggested,
Chiep mek-u—te—»pe-neny refused to let another gon go into seminary
training.

The Blgexbirg Pamily thought there was something mysterious
about William'g desth. They believed he had been mirdered. Since
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which would cause them to lose land to the United States government,

Andrew thought that government officiele may have wished to e¢liminate
Willism in order to contlude more easily pending treabtice with the

Indisns of northern :Eichigam»%

But letters exchanged between Bishop
Reese of Detroit snd the Cétholic fathers in Rome indicate that
Willism's death was caused by eomplicstions following sn injury to
his e¢hest when he wes run over by & cart while in school in ﬁhio.3T
The Blackbird femily seems never tc have accepted this as an honest
explanation of William's death.

In New Arbre Croche Andrew saw in 1835 the departure of the
delegation of Indiane to Weshington, D. €. for the treaty tslks.
Bhortly thereafter he decided to leave New Arbre Croche to live with
& married sister in Green Bay, Wisecasin. Andrev saye he was &bout
thirteen or fourteen yea.ré old then ,36 but he may have been closer

to sizteen,

36rbid' 2 PP 35"36-

3oarolyn T. Foreman, Indlans Abroad (Norman; University of
Oklahome Press, 19%3), pp. 1h9-50.

ﬁhl&ekhird, History of the Ottaws and Chippews Indiens, p. 53




CHAFTER II
ANDHEW STRIKES CUT ON HIS OWR

With his departure from New Arbre Croche in the late 1830's
Andrew's thildhood yesrs were ended. His associations with his tribe
and with vhite misslonaries had been the major influences of hiag 1ife.
While these aseocistions would stand him in good stesad later when he
returned te his home town, his immediate problem was to find s
place in the world as an independent young aduit. He hoped he would
find that place in (reen Buy, Wisconsin.

His stay with his sister vas short-lived. Although Andrew does
not say why he wendered off to & serles of jobs soon after he srrived
in Green Bay, it can be assumed that he had to go where work wae
availeble., For a while he tried his luck a8 & farm hand with a man
naned Sylvester, but wae goon persuaded to go on the fiehing grounds,
near Sturgeon Bay, Wiseonsin. There he took & job sboard a ship skip-
pered by Mr. Robert Campbell, with whom he galled for one summer. At
Mackinse Island in 1840 he met his family, who, with many other
Indians, were receiving their annual payments there from the United
States government as provided in the treaty of 1&36.39

Andrew took & temporary job &s & elerk in the store on Mackinse
Island, intending to move on when the rush of the aonalty payments

vas over, While there he met a traveling missionsry, Rev. Alvin Coe

3%15»& ; ¥p. 53-5k4,
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from Ohio. Coe had become acquainted with Andrev's family during
an earlier trek into northern Michigan and on thig oceagion he urged
Andrew to return with him to Ohic and enter grammar school there.
Andrew accepted the offer, agreeing to meet Rev, Alvin Coe aboard
ship that same evening for passage to Clevelsnd. But there was a
mix-up over the meeting time and place, the two failed to make the
eonneetion,ho and Andrew's hope of further schooling faded away.
A few days after the departure of Rev. Alvin Coe without his
Indian student, Andrew was invited by John M. Johnston to accompany
him to Grand Traverse Bay to learn the blacksmith's trade at OLd
Mission. Mr, Johnston, & brother-in-law of Henry R. 8chicoleraft, wes
traveling with the government blacksmith from Old Miseion end the
blacksﬁith promised Andrew $20 per month ms his assistant. Andrew
3 took the job, happy to have an opportunity to earn his living while
'P learning a trade, 't
His appointment was not without complications. No sconsr had
he arrived at 0ld Mission than he had to return to M@ckinac to carry
& letter to the Indian Agent there requesting his appointment as
epprentice in the blackamith shop. He received his commission and
returned to 0ld Mission to find the Indians opposing hig appointment
on the grounds that he did not belong to their tribe. Mr. Johnston
told him not to worry but to go about his work and learn the trade

to the best of his a.‘bility.ha

hOIbid., p. Sh.

h1:1:1;1., . 56,

42rp1a.
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Henry R. Schooleraft was the Indian Agent at Mackinae. He
wrote to the Indian Commissioner at Washington, recommending Black-
bird's appointment:
I algo nominate Jackson Blackbird, alias Muckesdaymensice,
a8 striker at Grand Traverse Station, in place of D, A. Wilcox,
whose nomination was not approved by the department on the
ground of his being a foreigner. Jackson Blackbird is an
Indian of pure blood, eighteen years of age, of sober habits,
speaks & little English, can read and write, i3 of an industrious
turnhgf character, and will, it is thought, make & good work-
man.
Andrew was fortunate to have made a favorable impression on Mr,
Johnston,
Blackbird worked at the blacksmith's trade for five years when,
he says, he quit of his own accord.hh Nevertheless, records of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs reveal many pressures upon him in those
years, and a certain unrest, centering around the head blacksmith,
Mr. Casselman, who did not pay attention to his duties. Complaints
were made at Mackinac about the laxness of Mr. Casselman; two of them
asserted that the only reasson any work was accomplished in the black-
emith shop was that, "The striker, a young Indian lad, seems to have
been the most busy.“us
Andrew also had to contend with other Indians who wanted his

Job, and this probably ended his services at Old Mission. In early

u3U.S., Netional Archives, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Mierocopy,
Michigan Superintendency of Indian Affeirs and Mackinac Indian Agency,
Letters sent Vol. 2, p. 312,

thlaekbird, History of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, p. 56.

hsU.B., Netional Archives, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Microcopy,
Michigan Superintendency of Indian Affairs and Mackinac Indien Agency,

Letters received, Vol. 12, p. 155.
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April of 1844 Justin Rice of Grand Traverse reported to Mr. Robert
Stuart, who had succeeded Schooleraft at Mackinac, that Chief Koss
of 0ld Mission was seeking Andrew's job for his 80n, and was request-
ing that Blackbird be transferred to the blacksmith's post at
Mackinae go that the Grend Traverse assistantship would be e.m;ilalelfs
The vheels of change began to roll soon after Chief Kosa made
| his request. On April 27, 184k, Justin Rice wrote to Hobert Stuart
that 1t would be best for Blackbird to move up to Meckinac because,

[ He does not sppear to be very well contented at Grend Traverse
| Bay. He ie a Catholic, and in thet respect not at home /Old

Migsion was & Presbyterien mission/ . . . . He is vepregented
as 8 good workman, particularly Ejf kettles, a branch in which
there is mueh to be done . . . .

By May lith Andvew had penped his replys

I have received your letter with your proposal for me to
leave thie shop and go to work at Mackinac and as you leave it
to my choice to go or stay I would say that I would prefer re-
maining here if the wages are the pame. I think I can live on
the wages that I now have better here than I would at Mackinae
and as I have none of my relatives living at Mackinac I would
rather remain among my friends here, It is ny intention to leave
the Department and work on my own account thig fall if I can buy
my stock of Iron. Mr. Stuart told me lmst fall that I might
make tools for myself if I had spare time and found my own iron
and I think I can do thet better here than I could at Mackinac --
1 There are my reasons for choosing to repain here at pregent. I
i hope they will be satisfectory to you,™®

The matter of Andrev's employment was allowed to rest for a
while, but he resigned the next yeer, Had he not, he probably would
have soon been asked to, for & letter from Mr. Stuart to Dr. Justin
Rice dated April 22, 1845, reads;

%Ibidc, Vol. 16, B 3384

“Trvta., p. 3u3.
L8

Ibid., p. 263,

b




- You had better advise Jackson Mucatapenaice to relinguish
hie present sppointment between this end let September, as he
must no longer continue in a subordinate position, but place
himself in the way of Johnston, and leave hie Present place to
be filled by some new hand,rfgﬁgwe must teach trades & to as
many of them as we can . . . .

Andrew's visit in 1840 with Rev. Alvin Coe must have made an im-
pression upon the young Indian, for as soon &g he resigned at Qld Mis-
sion he made plans to go to the Chic boarding school. He left Old
Mission in October, 1845, for New Arbre Croche, by this time called
Little Traverse, to say hie farewells to his relatives. He stayed at
Little Traverse only part of a day, then made his way to Middle Vil-
lage to board a boat for Mackinsc, On his way he met an orphan named
Paul Nev-o-ga-de, and proposed that they go together to Ohio, Andrew
to pay for the other's passage. Paul accepted.

At Middle Village the two young men found & ship leaving for
Cleveland that very day. At & Cleveland hotel where they etopped
overnight the landlady began plying her Indian guests with questions.
It turned out that she was a niece of Rev. Alvin Coe, and she told
them of another guest who was setting out on foot next day toward the
home of their missionary friend. At the end of the next day's walk
they were in the village of Twinsburg, where their white companion of

18

the day suggested they find lodging for the night and enrgll in a local

school rather than continue their search for Rev. Alvin Coe.©

This school wes the Twinsburg Institute, established and operated

by Rev. Samuel Bissell, a Presbyterian minister. 8Since its founding

ugrbido, Vol. 3', P 595.

SOBlackbird, History of the Ottawa and Chippews Indians, pp.

57-58.
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in 1832 it had become a bearding sehool providing an inexpensive
education for students from e wide area. Many of them paid little or

5L For such students

nothing in actusl cesh for their schooling.
Bissell tried to find places to work for their room and board.

In the evening the two young Indisns arranged for a meeting
with Rev. 8amuel Bissell. He told them he had had other students from
Michigan, including 8imon Pokagon, who later became the last chief
of the Pottewsttomies.’- Bissell told Andrev and Paul he would be
happy to enroll them if they wished. He also offered to notify Rev.
Alvin Coe of their arrivsl and arrenge a meeting with him. Andrev and
Paul vere entered on the school rolls. Andrew bosrded with the vil-
lage blacksmith, where he worked for two hours in the moynings and
two hours in the ev‘eniﬁgs to pay fér hig room and board. Paul
boarded with Rev. Samuel Bissell. During the winter Rev. Alvin Coe
vigited Andrew and took him to look over the school at Sandusky. But
Andrew i‘eturnad‘to the Twinsbﬁrg Inatitute.

In Andrew's fourth year at Twinsburg, Dr. Brainsmade, from
Newark, New Jersey, offered to help him through me&ic#l sr:hgol.53
How far these plans advanced csmgot be determined, for scon the 111~
nesg of Andrev's father sent him back to Little Traverse. Then,
pei-haps, the distance between Little Traveree and Andrew's potential

benefactor caused the plans to fa,de away.ﬁz*

Sllena M. Carter, Twinsburg Ohig 1817-1917 (Twinsburg: Champlain
Press, 1917), pp. 5h-56.

frj'."'(larﬁezr, p. 56.

53Blackbird, History of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, p. 59.
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Samuel Bigsell spoke of the Indian studente at hie institute
in some papers which are included in a history of Twinsburg, Ohio:

Most of them /The Indian bosrding students/ remained on an
aversge, at least a year. All boarded in the family and were
supplied with books and sistionery. Of these, two have been
teachers in academies, one & very respectsble minisber af the
Gospel, several have teught schools mmong thelr own
Andrew J, Blackbird, or Mack-s-de-pe-nessy, son of & ehief Qf
the Ottawes from the northern part of Michigan, has Deen &
national interpreter, postmaster, and soon after leaving the
Institute ohtained from the Michigan Iagigls.tm the rights of
¢itizenship for his people in that state.’>

Andrew stayed at the institute longer than most Indlen studentg., He
had been there for over four years when he received the word from
home that his father was ailing and that he ghould return to care
for him. With great sadness Andvew left Twinsburg Institute and
headed homewdrd. What he found in Little Traverse made him even mote
sad s
I found my people to be very different then from what they
wvere, &3 they were beginning to have a free use of intoxicuting
liquors. I immediately caused the pledge to be signed in every
village of the Indisns, in whiech I was quite successful, as
almost everyo! ng 6pledge& themselves never again to toweh 1ntaxi-
cating drinks.
Andrew's withdrawal from Twinsburg did not end his schooling. But
8ix years elépeed bBefore his next sttempt, and dwring this intervsl
he vag caught up in the politics of his hometown.

S5carter, pp. 55-56.
55§lnakbird, History of the Ottawas and Chippewa Indians, pp.




CHAPTER III
A CITIZEN IN HIS HOME TOWN

Upon his return to Little Traverse, Andrew worked to encourage
temperanee gmong the Indilans and to gain citizenship for them. To
understand his powition we must review the Indian's deslings with
the United States government In land cesgions and tribal status,

By the Treaty of Washington of 1836, the Ottaws =mnd Chippewa
ceded to the United States govermment their remaining land in the
lower peninsuls north of the Grand River, and the esstern half of the
Upper Peninsula. In this cession, five tracts, amounting 4o 142,000
acres, weré‘ regerved to the Indian tribes for tpeir use over a five
year pe_ricd:j? Such zieéamtiot_zs were gradually ceded as more
settlers preassed into Michigan, and by 1840 many Indiang were being
moved from these lands onto reservations farther weat.58

One of the tr&ets of land reserved by the 1836 treaty vas
50,000 a,cres around Little Traverse Bay where the Afbre Croche
Indiang were J.i'vi:ng.sg Fearing that they would be removed from the
lend after five years, msny of them left of their own ascord in 1839

575aorge N. Fuller, Economie aud Social Be gﬁmﬁinga of Michigan,
A Study of the Set.t].ement of the lower Peninsuls g the Terrl-
torial Period, 1 Lansing! Wynkeep Hallenbeck Crawford Com-

pany, 1916), pp. 527-28.
Pmia., p. 5.
391mia., p. 598.
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and 181;0.60 Sore went to Canada; others moved to the western shore
of lake Michigan. Andrew's family, though concerned about the
future, remained at New Arbre Croche. Andrew at that time was work~
ing in the blackemith shop &t 0ld Migsion.

When Andrew returned from Twinsburg to Little Traverse in
1849, he found the Indisns there greatly confused. Thirteen years
had pessed since the signing of the tresty and they hsd bsen living
on the reserved tract eight years beyond the allotted time. Though
no steps had been taken to remove them, the Arbre Croche Indians
wvere uncertain of their status. Andrewv comcluded that if the Indiens
could become citizens of the §tate, they could avoid being driven
weetward. His white neighbors told him that Indians e¢ould not be-
come cltizeng so long as they were receiving annuities from the
national government. Within the year Andrew and a young chieftain
from Crose Village decided to confer with the officiele of Michigan
on the mttsr ei’ eiti‘zehsfhip.sl

In Januery, 1850, the two men traveled to Detroit on snowshoes,
resting ip Indian camps along the eastern side of Michigsn. In De-
troit they went imediately to see Judge Warnmer Wing to get- 8 legal
opinion of their proposal. dJudge Wing thought thet if they would re-
nounce their allegiance to their chiefs and recognize the suthority of
the President of the United States, they cauia qualify as Michigan

GOPetry F. Powers, A History of Northern Michigan (Chicegot
lewis Publishing Company, 1912), Vol. 1, p. 45.

61Blackbird, Eistory of the Ottava and Chippewa Indians, p. 60.
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eitizens. |

Blackbird stated that after meeting with Judge Wing, he and
hig pariner appesred in the Gtate Legislature to present the
Indtens’ case. Whether this was & session in the chambers of the
legisluture, or meetings with committees econgldering & new State
constitution, Blackbird does not meke lear. Michigsn's Congtitution,
vhich beckme effestive on Jumwary 1, 1851, provided that avery eivi-
ligzed male person of Indisn descent, not & member of any tribe, would
be “an elector and entitled to vote." 2 Though Blsckbird dfd mot
88y specifically that he believed this elause was the direct result
of the testimony he gave, he did say that he felt his discussions
with State officials were quite suceesaful.®s

The constitutionsl elause allowing them citizenship status
Va2 & significant sehievement for Michigan Indisns,but to insure
Blackbird's people against eviction from their lands, Andrew knew it
would ‘be necessary to eonclude & new treaty with the United States
government. He wua delegated by the Arbre Croche Indians to sttend
the comedl of Petroit for the Tresty of 1855.5 Both the Ottava
and Chippewe were rapresented at theie talke. George W. Manypenny
and Eenry €. Gilbert terv*ed &8 commispioners for the United Btates

governuent .5

62!‘10:;& B. Bireeter, Political Parties in Michigan, 1837-1860

(Lensingi Historiesl Commlssion, 19i8Y, p. 329.

5331&&2:12‘&, History of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, p.6l.
Shmia,

655 8., Department of War, Treaty between The UInited States of
America and the Ottawa and Chippews Indians of Michigan, July 1,
5; P« 3o
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The nev treaty, concluded on Mily 31, 1855, ineluded a plan
by which the Indians would beccme owmers of land individuslly
rather than tribally. From lends made availeble by the treaty, esch
head of a family would choose eighty scres, and each single Indian
over twenty-one yesrs of mge would choose forty acres. Other pro-
visions enabled orphan children to aequire land. Single orphan
children under twenty-one yemrs old could choose forty acres, and
eighty ecres were sllowed in inestences where there was & family of
orphan ¢hildren: Selection of the plots would Be supervised by the
Indian Agents and had to be completed on July 31, 1860 1‘66 In ex-
change for these allotments the Ottdve and Chippews agreed to dis-

golve their tribal organizetions except as they were needed to carry
out the treaty pmﬁsions'.s'?

At these talks Andrew made several speeches concerning the
educationsl funds established in the 1836 treaty, and vhich he be-
lieved had been improperly distridbuted. The government had placed
the fundg in the hande of religious societies operating missions
smong the Michigau Indians. Andrew felt that the government should
glve the money to Indisn youths who went into civilimed commmities
to be aducawd.ég'

He believed that Comaissioner Menypenny was impressed with
his arguments and would have hilped to bring sbout changes in the

66;-‘;1.‘5‘: Pp. k-5.
67&1&‘) Pt 6;
@Blu'kbird, History of the Ottawa and Chippgwe Indians, p. 62.
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method of distribution had Andrew been supported by his fellow
&ele@tes-@ Despite this lack of support, and even though hie
pleas were to no avail, Andrew stood firmly for his plan for the
distribution of the eduestionsl funds.

By 1855 Andrev vas making himself felt at the county level of
government. In 1853 the village of Little Traverse was in Michili-
mackinge County, whose county seat was &t. James, on Beaver Island.
After & dlspute early iu 1855 involving the Beaver Islasnd Mormous,
Mackinaw City vas mede the cotnty sest of Bumet County, with Little
Traverse a village in this newly organized unit, In elestions held
on the first Tuesdsy in Hine of 1855, Andrew was elected probate
Juage.T° From that time through the 1860's nis neme appeared often
in the election results for the county. Why he becsme so involved in
local government is diffieult to determine. Probably the reason was
the compsratively small population of the eounty. Pew persons sought
offices in those years and Andrew, though his educsbion was limited,
wae among the better qualified few.

In the eleetion of November 7, 1855, he received all 40 of the
votes cast for Register of Deeds.’> But when he ren for the office
of County Clerk in 1856, he was less fortunste; Michael Kewa beat
him by & vote of 136 to 25.72 In November, 1857, he waged a better
campaign for that office; this time he defested Kewa by 25 to 2. Yet

14,
TP@wers, B 122,

T gmmet County, Michigan, ervisors' Journsl, 1859-1863 and
Btatement of Votes from 1865-1869, Vol. &y Do L

72]}:1&., P 10.
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something must have gone #wry, for & later entry in the Supervisora'
Journal ‘indicates that Michasl Kewa was still serving as County
Clerk in 1858. This emiry appesre in a report of the County Can-
vasgers for the County of Bumet, 1858

At a meeting of the Board of County Canvassers for the

county of Emmet held at Maeckinaw City on the 10th day of August 3
- 1858 at the office of the ‘County Clerk.

Present Michsel Kewa County Clerk, Paul. Wasson Inspector
from Little Traverse Twp. Francis Lebsssaih inspector from
Cross Village Twp,

On motion Paul Wasson was chosen chairman of the Board then
proceeded to examine the returns from Little Traverse and Cross
Village:. No other township having made any returns » and found
and determined as following vis.

The whole number of votes given for the office of County
Clerk was one_hundred and thirteen and they were all given for
Micheel Kewa.l3 | ‘

Bince 1t was 1856-1858 that Andrev was probably attending
the new Michigan State Haml School in Ypsilanti, the most likely
explanstion 1¢ th&t he had run for the office, won the ‘seat, and then
hed to forfeit it becsuse of his absence from the county.

In 1860 he retwrned to the political fray by camp

der of that yemr for the post of Register of Deeds. His
opponent received 143 votes to hig 33.?“' In Fovenber of 1862 he was

elested Cireutt Court Comnigsioner, receiving 5 votes to his
opponent's 1.77

| I April, 1864, he ran for the office of Register of Deeds
onee again, but lost to Joseph Pyant by & count of 106 to %;75
Bt111 searching for a political post in Novenber, he ran for County

Trnid., p. 76 Térbm;., p. 82,
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Treasurer, and thig time came out second louis Mashenenee received
150 votes, Andrev €0, with k yotea seatterea. Tl
The November elestions of found Andrew again Seeking the
Post of Register of Deeds. Five eandidates were in the contest and
Andrew won handily with 125 votes, his closest gontender polling
°uly 83, He served until 1870. 1n 1870 ne vas eleated Bupervisor

TE——

of Little Traverse Pownship, and served as Chairman of the County
Board of Supervisors.?d

At this point the story of Andrew's politieal life becones
complex. It appears that while Berving s&s Township Bupervisor he
had run sueeessfully for the offics of County Treasurer, for at
meeting of the Boars of Supervisors on April 20, 1871, he moved

that the office of County Tressuver be declared vacant, giving as
reasons that he, the incumbent, had not fileg bond end moreover was
ot eligible o be County TreWer becsuse of hig position as a
Tovnship Bupemner,go And gs though matters were not complieated
anough, he apparently was trying to aet as g Deputy Sheriff at this
same time, The Gircuit Court Journals show that in the sesaion be-
gloning June 27, 1871, "Bis Honor, A. . Blackbira, Deputy Bherife
ves present eash day,*®l on aetoper g, 1871, he patd #2070 4n
fines for eoneurrently being Chairman of the Board of Supervisors
#ad Deputy County Sheripe 62

Mrvtg., . go. Prvia., vol. 21, p. 3.

9 bid., p. 77. Somid., p. 67T,

®Lrumet. county, Michigan, Cireutt Court Journs1, pp. 32-36,
52%@ County, Mlohigan, s‘ugemsorg'r Journal, Vol. 2, pr 82,




His tsum as Bupervisor of Little Traverse Township and
Chaliman of the Board of zﬁu:gérﬁsmrs in 1870-1872 marked the end
of his career in local and ecunty politics. In later years he

Sometines petitionsd the sourts on matiors eon¢erning polities, but
he held no offices after 1872.




We must trace another of Andrev's activities during these
same years, one not econcerned with publie office but with higher
education. Of his situation in 1853, just after he had returned
to Little Traverse from the tresty talke, he said:

Boon after the couneil of Detroit, I became very dies-
contented, for I felt that T ought to have gone through with
Iy medicel studies, or go to some college and receive s

degree and then go and study some profession. But where is

the means to take me throuag for completing my education?
- wag the question every day 3

Concerned about hig future, and avgre that the treaties of 1836
and 1855 both provided sn educational fund for the Ottaws snd
Chippeva, Andrew decided to seck assistance for a college education,
When Mr. Henry Gilbert, the Indlan Agent, ceme to Little Traverse
In the sutum of 1856 to dlatribute the 1855 treaty suniiities,
Andrev asked for guidence in obtaining financial aid. Gilbert's
ourt reply was that Andrew had voted wrong the previous yesr and
therefore could not expect any f&vors,sh

Andrev had voted the Republiomn ticket in 1855, as had a wap
accompanying him to the polls. Gilbert could dimcover this becauge
of the way elections were then conducted. Andrew's vote had caused
& commotion and the manager of the election had even tried to

" 83p1a0kb1rd, History of the Ottava and Chippewe Indians, pp.
-85

8I“I'b;‘.a., p. 65.
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discard the ballots of Andrew and his companion. Andrew knew that
he had been a victim of an improper challenge. To be told that the
educational funds were dependent upon voting a Demoeratic ballot
vas more than he could take, and Andrew decided to take passage on
the same vessel that took Mr. Gilbert back to Mackinge, to transfer
there to another ship which would take him to Betroit, where he
would meke hts plea to Senstor Levls Cass for educabionsl funds.S5

| He hurried home to pack & few personal belonginge and to say
good-by to his fether. Catching up with the vessel as it vounded
the point oppoeite the Little Portage, he was taken aboard. At
Meckinae the next day he again asked Gilbert for the eduestionsl
funds. When Gilbert sgsin msntioned Andrew's Rapublican vote,
Andrew claims to haf?a' gaid: _

I nov see elegxly: that you don't care about doing anything
for my welfare because I voted for the republican party. But
polities have nothing to do with my edusation 3 for the Govern-
ment of the United Btates owes us that amount of money, not
politics. T was one of the councilors when that treaty agg .
mede, and I will see some other men about this matter, sir.

Gilbert agreed to pay his psssage to Detroit. Inmedigtaly
upon his arvivel in the city he went to Senator Cass's rvesidence.
He told Cass of hip desire for further education &nd related hie con-
versations with the Indian Agent. Oase promiged to take up the
matter with the Commissioner of Indisn Affairs at Washington and to
notify Andrev of the outeome. Asked where he intended to enroll
for his sehooling, Andrew mentioned the Univeraity of Michigan at

%idc, P 66.
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Amn Arbor. Becsuse Cass was Uneertain of Andraw's ability, he
suggested that he try the Michigan Btate Normal School at Ypsilanti
instead. Although Andrew had not heard of that sshool, he aceepted
Cass's suggestion and left for ¥Ypsilanti the next day,

For three weeks he worked on a farm nesr Ypsilanti. Then, when
vord came from Cass that the treaty fund would pay all of hias ex-
penses, he enrolled st the Normsl School. But, the money was to be
adminigtered by Gilbert, the Indien Agent with whom he had had the
whappy experience at Mackinas, When Andrev met him again, at
Detrolt, Gilbert received him most coldly. Unwilling to etir up
further trouble, and glad to know he eould emroll in the Normal
Schoocl, Andrew settled for a meager monthly allowsnce87 His secept-
ance of thig inadequate allovance caused him later to cut short his
sehooling.

At Ypsilenti Andrew struggled with his studies for about 4w
years and then gave up. The records at the Behool show only one
reference to his scademic vork, & reference that gives no suggestion
of the course he was pursuing or how successful he was in it. on
Page sixteen of & handwritten, unmerked record book filed in the
basement of the Administration Building at Eastern Michigan Univer-
gity is this entry:

| Andrew J. Blackbird of Little Traverse, for Term 12 [Batober
1858 to March, 18597 has passed most studies to dste.

Bince there are no later entries, it can be sssumed that he
left after March, 1859, While the date of his enrollment emnnot be

8Tm14., . 6.




determined, he said he spent almost two and & half yesrs there,
and that he left because his gllowance d1d not pay for his neces-
sary living expenses. He lived as cheaply as vospible, gomstimes
going without food for seversl days to make his money last the
month. Perhaps this penuricus life hurt hinm academically, for his
slow progress discouraged him and once more he failed to complete
his schooling. With no uoney left to pay for passage home after his
withdrawal from school, he took odd Jobs around Ypsilanti in order
to return to Little Traverse, where he would “try to live once more
8ccording to the means and strength of my educ&tion.“se

The Ypsilanti venture ended Andrev's attempts at education.
Through his basic schooling &t the mission in New Arbre Croche, the
grammar school at Twinsburg, Uhio, and the Noymal School at Ypaf-
lanti, he had tried to equip himself for life in the white man's world,
Perhaps he failed at Ypeilenti simply beesuse has did not have the
ability, But he hed given education a fair try, and though he had to
settle for less than & college degree, he put his yesrs of training

to good use.,




A SETTIED cITizEy

If the registration record &t Esstern Michigan University 1g
Gecurate, Andrew withdrew from the Miehi
the early epring of 1859,
to earn passage home,
Indians of Michigan,

gan Btate Norma) Bchool in
For & while he worked &t various tasks
oceagionally leeturing on the subject of the
8 tow long 1t took him to raise tne needed

funds 18 not ¢lear. Hmmet County records show he was present for

the November electiony of 1860, when

he ran for the offiee of Regig-
ter of eds »90

important in itself, an Becurate date would help clear up gome
questions concerning his mrriage,
A8 1t 18, ve must conjecture as to vhere and when he mat Elizabeth
Marths Pisk, who, sccording to Audrev's statement,
Jackson Blaskbird on September 4, 1858 91

which oecurreq within this pertoq,

became Mrs. Andrew

> 8nd 1t geems odq that 1f he were living as meagerly ag
he says, he woulq take on the responsibilities of marriage. On the

Other hand, this date is conststent with the belief of some long-time
%14,
goﬁugm, P. 26,
1Blackbird, Bistory of the Qtteve and Chippeva Indians, p. 7o.
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regidents of Harbor Bprings that he met her in Ypeilanti while
attending the Normal fechool. . Emerson F. Greenman scoepte this
theory.92 But there is another theory. Some of Andrev's ssquaint-
ances believed he married the daughter of an English lake captain
Vhose ship came into Little Traverse often in the late 1850'g,53
I could find nothing to prove either theory. If they married in
Ypsilanti, the certificate should be registered gt the ¢county sest
for that town, but there is no evidence of the marrisge in the Wash-
tenaw County records between 1857 and 1863. Neither is there any
tertificate of the marrisge in the Bamet County records at the county
seat.

Though neither theory can be proved, I favor the one that has
Andrew married to Elissbeth in ¥Ypsilantl. Thie inelination is baged
on two inferences from Andrew's statements relating to the years
1857-1863. First, he mentions 'his marriage before referring to hise
return to Little Traverse from Ypsilanti SH Becond, he uges the
phrase, “The firgt year wa lived in Little Traverse . . . ,'95 mmis
implies that they had lived elsevhere 88 & married couple before
going to Andrew's home town.

But if we muppose that he married while in Ypsilsnti, we are

9Enerson ¥. Greenman » "Indian Chiefs in Michigan®, Michigw
History Megasine, XKIII, (Spring, 1939), p. 221. o

93Emmet County Oraphic, Februsry &, 1933,
gl*ﬁla@kh:ird, History of the Ottawa and Chippewsa Indians, p. T0.
951—51&1 N
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8t111 lert with gn unsettleq date. It 44 Possible that the date
glven in Andrew'g book, 1858, 15 & typggra_phie&l error--there 14

records fop the fanily give London, Englang, &g Eli‘zab@th'fs birth.

2-negsy

liam &ek»aﬁa»pe

While he ymg in Rome, the date 18 given 88 1883, 1Mme corrected date
should pegq 1833, Ibid., p, 36.

9 Thmmert, County, Michigan, Births, 1861-1882.
%mkbm, Bistory of tne Ottawa ang Chippewa Indians, p. 70,
P1hia.

1°°6reenma,n, p. 221,
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In Apriy, 1869, he VB8 relieved of the interpreter's Job sng
Wag appointeq Postmagter foy Little Traverge, o Dosition he helg
until 177,101 Apparently there yag p longer encugh business ¢,
require an inﬁerprater, and perhaps he was appointed Postmaster be.

People who Kney the Raokbirg family sgree thgt Eltzabety
found her Position &s the Wife of an Indajan 8 Qiffieult one, pyy.
dence that the Indiang of the ¥1llage ceuged Elinabetn mich grief
18 the story op her beldness, g tale vhish becans alm
northern Michigan, Elizabeth told the story of hey humiltation to my

Boon after Elizebeth nga Berried Andrey, ehe became sware of
the Jealousy of mome of the Indian BLrls. Hoping to breg dova the

Olretter Trom the United States Postottice Department 4o the
Blackbira Museun, Jily 9, 1956,

logtntemew with Mrs. Lymn Burgess, g 1y 9, 1960,
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like legend than truth, Elizabeth ¥as bald, and residents of Little
Traverse accepted thig explanation for her baldness.

The Blackbirds reareg four children, In the opinion of the
commmity the three boys never amounted to much, The girl, Nettie,
acquired advanced musical training and" married e well-to-do man
named Seofield, from New York, and 1ived out her adult years in
California.l03

The first child of Andrew sud Elizabeth wes born September 29th "
J..86'{xlmF They named him Willtam, probably in nemory of Andrew's
brother, William, who had died in Rome while studying for the priest-
hood. A second son was born to them in :'1.8'?’().105 Thie child, Fred,
wes the one who was sentenced to a year of hard labor at the Michigan
Reformatory at Ionis on Se"pﬁéiéber 22, 1906, for "being a disorae‘rly
person." ¢ Fetsie thetr only girl, was born May 1g, 1872,1°7 ang
Bert, the youngest child, was born on February 5, 1&77} Only Pred
and Nettie married, and only Fred had any children. Descendants of
Fred and his wife Bre éeattered' thraughout Michigan and the Great

Lakes area,

103

v, 1osg Letter from Nettie Scoffeld to William E. Bempton, August
3 195 : '

mhﬁmmet County, Michigan, Births, 1867-1889, p. 3.
105]fb1d., p. 11,

106gmet County, Michigan, clreutt Court Journal, Vol. v,
p. 224,

10T Rmet, County, Michigan, Birthg, 1867-1889, p. 19. |
108Emmet, County, Michigan, Index and Record of Desths, A-z ,'
1 P {
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The rearing of their children was one of the least succesaful
ventures vhich Andrew and Blizabeth undertook. A resident of
Harbor 8prings who knew the children says that none of the boys
ever held steady jobs. William snd Bert lived st home wntil their
mother's death in 1920 and then weandered fyom one 8seasonal ccoupa-
tion to another until they died in the 1940's. Fred, after serving
hiz prison sentence at Ionia, moved out to Minnesota. Nettie, whose
eitustion in adult years seemed the wost sgreesble, got her start
not from her parents but from a fmw vhich spent swmeers in Harbor
8prings and realized her musical ability.

Perhaps much of the difficulty in rearing _the children hinged
on the confusion over racial affilimtion. Mre. Blackbird impressed
upon her children that they were of English descent. Nettie, in a
letter to William Hampton in 1956, indicated the pattern of the
children's growth &s members of a vhite culture #atber than an Indien
one

I do not recall knowing any Indians very well when I lived
in Harbor Springs. My mother's friends were gll white ; 8nd her
friends and their children were my friends and playmates. Not
that welgslt superior in any way, as the Indians are a fine
people.

Just how Andrew felt about this pattern of asscciations we ave ot
sure, but undoubtedly he had very little opportunity to concern him-
self with the matter. He had other worries.

When Andrev ascepted the postmaster's Job 1in 1869, Little
Iraverse was a small village, whose postoffice had been establisghed

;‘;’%tﬁez from Nettie Scofield to William H. Bampton, September
21, 1956.
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only elght years before.m The postoffice was set up in Andrew's
home, and residents stopped at the house to plck up their mail.

This arrengement worked out well for a short time. 8ince the work
load was light, Andrew could also handle soldier's ¢lajms and parti-
cipate in county government, As long as the volume of matl was low
and the salary was small, he hed no trouble. But after 1872 in-
cresamg numbers of white people came into the village, and hig
salary was gradually incressed,

About 1873 other persons in the town wanted the postmagter's
Job and they petitioned Washington to have him removed.'l Anarew
learned the basis of these petitions when an assistant Fostmaster-
general informed him that the complaints had to do with the postoffice
being in hig home, an arrangement ineeavenieaﬁ Tor the publie.ue
The Weshington official advised Andrew to "plesse the public as well
8s he could." 3 Andrev rescted qQuiekly to this suggestion. He
say8, “I took what little Boney I had saved nd built a comfortable
office, but vefore the building was thoroughly completed I was re-
mved“‘llk Andrev felt that he had been treated unjustly with re-

gxd to the petitions, &nd he may well have been. He gatd, “. ., .,
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letter through this office during my admind stration, "5
I have talkeq vith acquaintances of Andrew who believe that he
Vas removed from the Postmasterehip as & reault of misappropristion
of funas M6 oupere think that the task of handling the United
Btates mall wasg becoming too complicated for him, I eongulted the
Rational Archives end Records Bervice and they reported;
The records of the Fost Office Department in our custody
contain orders of the Postmastor Goneral whnich show that
Andrew J, Blackbird Was appointed postmaster at Little Traverse,
Emmet County, Michigan on April 12, 1869, and that he vas 're-
moved for cause' from that position 8nd replaced by lorenso A,
Clark on Sue 1877, Ve have not found any records which in-

dicate the nﬁy;re of the "can'se' for Mr. Blackbird's removal
from office .. ' .

This statement barely muggests that he may have been suspected
of improper procedures, It mst be remembered that there was o
chenge of adminigtration in Washington in 1877. Though 1% was not
& chinge of political parties, it involved & change in control fyom
Radical R&p@blims to Moderate Republicane. And in 1875 the Radieal
Benstor Chandler from Michigen had been replaced by the Moderste
Benator Christianey. It 1s quite possible that Senator Christiancy
¥aE using. his privilege of appointment Yo reward one of hism politi-
¢8Rl pupporters, Postmasterships were an etey meang of fulfilling
Gbligations to constitients and the Little Traverse position would
have been an eépecially easy plase to use gince some eitizens haa

[ —

Wirpi4,
liélntefview with Mr, Cr_mrles Meyers, June, 1962.
u?iﬂtter from Qenera) Services Adﬁinutration, National

- Archives end Records Bervice, Washington, . C., July 24, 1962,
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already expressed their alspleasure Vith Andrew Blackbird's services.
The loes of the Harbor Sﬁrings postmastership in 1877 marked
the‘ end of his employment by the United States government, apd his
last term 88 an electsq county offisisl had ended in 1872. Prom
his earliest edult years until ihe birth of his youngest enilq,
Andrew had received & government salary. The assistant bleckenith's
Job &% 014 Mlesion was & government appolntment. His sohooling at
Ypsilanti vas paid for, though meagerly, by the government, and for
the Jobs he held st Littie ﬁ'é‘gverae after he returned from ¥psilanty,
he received payment from the government. This should be remembered
vien we examine his later pleas to W
Bis pleas sometimes seem foolish, almoss improper; but, after al1,
he had been mecustomed to goverament employment for thirty-seven

igton for reinstatemant .

years of his 1ife.

ki

ol




DECLINTNG
When Andvey 1ogt the pas’exmtership, he hag g yige and four
children to 8Upport. ne oldesnt child vas ¢

one just foupr monthe o1g,

ig qaééﬁmmze;
have handleq many of the ¢laing,
the Washington office whep Maclc1

The Inaten Agent at Meckinge coyyg
but Andrew began Garresponding with
R8¢ was without &n &gent, 3

1876 ang 1882, ang he Bot into the

Bureau.

Writing to Washington may have been
to convinee the Buregy that & pay

d Ina:
Kttie Traverse,

1 at
Androwg Beems to have been job hunting 8gain, thig
time for reinstatement ag interpreter.

ka
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Andrew got golig 8upport from the former Indien Agent at
Mackinse for vhom he hag worked, when De Witt C, Ieach recommended

bed been the Indian interpreter from 1861 through 1869, and that he
a8 s8till doing much unpaid work for higs people.us
Shortly before Agent Bdawsrd P, Allen forwarded Leach's letter
Yo Weshington, Andrev hed ment Sevator Omar p, Conger a long, in.
Volved review of his services, referring to hig unjust removal as
posimaster, ang emphasizing the importancse of hig efforts as Indian
spokeaman. There ig a bitterness apparent in this letter, astea May
18, 1884, 1t said in part:
I do actually believe that I have twenty times more Indian
matters and Indian troubles to content with, than the Indian
Agent himself who ig getting good salary today for being em-

ikl ployed to look &fter the interests of tie Indians and the Govern-
ment. And for this regson--and it 18 plain to be geen that I

very acceptable and o8t certainly, our Government wowld not
find a.nﬁ onvenient nor any poorer on account of this
m‘bter .

But no sppointment as Imaian interpreter came to him, either from
Andrew's letter or iail’:eh's mcaﬁmadation.

l‘wl!.s. National Archives Bureau of Indian Affairs Mlerocopy
Letter from former Mackinge Indian Agent De Witt o, Leach to Agent -
Edward P, Allen, May 10, 188Y4.

%, Netionay Archives, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Mierocopy,
Tetter from Andrew J. Blackbird to Senatoy Cmar D. Conger, May 18,

L)
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i In Beptember, 1864, Andsew wrote again. This time his letter
Gealt mainly with his own land olsims, but toward the end wgain he
Plenmded for the appointmant

far and near--concentrating all their various troubles » which
makes it very great hardships to mei 288 I have done very little
for myself to Bupport of my familv.

When this letter brought no appointment, he became more persistent,
He sent letters tn Geta’bex- 1885 and March 1886, The letter of March
29, 1886, is phragsed in aimat desperate terms: .

8ir; I am very poor! And a fanily of gix theretohe I can-

not afford to work for nothing and be robbed at the same time!
[In earlier letters he had written that persons were t

land from him,/ And this poverty came on me throngh the Service
of the U.8. as I was running Post Office in this towmn--with a
Very small salery--but af'ter on petition failed for my removal,
I vas adviged by the Department to try and Please my costumers
a8 my place of business was too small for the public.
Accordingly I went 4o work and built very comfortable office
with expectation to Tepay me after a time, ag ny sslary was be-
RSB ginning to inerease--but alas! As soon as the building com-
pleted I was removed without any cause, but simply because that

Thus left me in this cold wopld penniless, and heavily in
debt on account of the building, for which from Time to time I

have been sued.--The building has been & dead matter to me ever
8ince.

Now the object of. atstine more fully to this subject gnd

sltuation is that the matter might be more thoroughly looked
into and reconsidered--I Lnesr hat the Government will not be,
or, feel any poorer for this set while 1% will 4 :

*

‘ Arter your hommble due eonsideration and th;Igfgmy
digestion of thig matter, I shall look for a reply+

1200.8.., Rational Arcl:i.tvea,' Buresu of Indian Affairs, Microcopy,

Letter from Andreyw J. Blackbird to Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
‘September 10, 188l

12111.8.-, Rational Archives » Bureau of Indian Affairs,

| detter from Andrew J. Blackbirva to Commiesioner of Indian Affeirs,
March 29, 1886,
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With thie letter, Andreyw gave up. He was not reappointed to
the interpreter's Po&t, and be never hentioned it again. He con-

land and money, revealing in his letters his Buspleion of the
government's sincerity, These letters elgo show much eonsern sbout
his pergons) finances, Apparently he wag unsble to support his fam-
ily by farming,

When he learned, in the fpring of 1892, that & school for
Indian children was to be established at Mount Pleasant, Michigan, he
immedistely graspad at the ehmnce of becoming a stary member. When
bis letter to the Superintendent of the institution brought no reply,
he once again adaressed himgelf to officiels in Washington, On June
26, 1892, he wrote the Comuissioner of Indisn Affairs:

knoy, Should I have & place in the Institution I think I can do

y neighbors and formey Indian Agents. 1 noticed in the adver-
tisement some enlighten and an educated Indian to make an appli -
eation or to be one Tequired in the Institution I therefore

make an application. Hoping to hear from you on the subject 122

If thig letter Seema less coherent than earlier ones, it should
be remembered that Andvew wag then probebly over Beventy years old,

122y.8. National Archives ’ Burea.u of Indian Affairs, Microcopy,

!_pet'begé frgggéndrew J. Blackbird to Commissioner of Indian Affairs »
e Wy L 2»
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He never had written dccurately in English and hig grammar Gften
ehoved a carry-over of Indian Phrasing, But it is the content, not
the eonstruction, of the letter that is more Trevealing.
to be greatly overestimating his ability.

Andrew seems

It 18 even more Surprising to note the position he desired, for
in & subsequent letter to the Indian Commissioner, he suggeegted he
might serve ag gn asslatent Superintendent., This letter shows too
that Andrew's hopes for any employment had begun to fade

In looking over these blanks [Bprlication forms7 I foun -
that 2 or 3 questions r could not legitimately and satisfactorily
given, viz; that of Wy age, and being hard of hearing; and pe-
ginning to be partially blind, as I cannot now read without
glasses. Therefore T thought 1t would be no use for me to make

further applications, ang although I can yet labor almost ‘1ike 8
middle age man, either in mental or manual ., -

- . . , here my educa-
i d tional qualifications--in this miserable hole! As I dig not had
agq o to. through all thege long lingos--when I got my commissions as
it [ Interpreter and Post Master--go I thought 1t will be so again
When I wrote my first letter for appointment ,123
Obviously, whatever hope Andrew may hsve had of returning to

fovernment employment was gone. Hig only other major eorrespondence
vith Weshington relsted to Tinaneisl gettlement by the government
with the Potawatom! Indimgs of Michigan s provided in treaties signeq
between 1821 gng 1833. Between 1893 and 1899 Andrew sent & steady

Btrean of requests about that matter, claiming he V&8 in line for g I

—

tbare of the Bettlement because he wag the only 1iving relative of g

123[!.8., National Archiveg, Bureay of Indian Affeirs,

" I.ett;; o5 Andrew J. Blackbird to Comtssioner o Indian Affairs, i
) 3.




and warned that he would not rest the ease wotil jJustice was doge,
Finelly, on May 30, 1899, ne submitted his last plea for any kind of
government help. It wag g pathetic message, written In & feeble
—

I write to inform you and it is the last hope and should I
fail in this matter my little home will pe gone soon, or, in-
8lde of June 1899 (and would have gone this present month), by
foreclosure on the mortgage of my little home. But I Prevail on
the mortgagee to walt another month for the foreelosure, As T
have been working faithfully many yeara for the government » or
SVer sinee a boy and am now over B0 yeays old, blind, deaf, ang
full of rhematigm in my body ang consequently terrible deeribt.,
First I worked in the government blackemith ehop at Grand Tra-
verse Michigan. Becondly ag Government, Interpreter for Mack-
inse Michigan Indian Agency. Thirdly ag U.8. Post Master at
Little Traverse » but now Harbor Springs Michigan in whieh when
removed. I was damaged of $610 not by migdemeanor op anything
wrong in the office but through polities. I wag even in debt at
that time. Aftep which misfortunes came, sickness, burglery, and
robbery in various Ways and entirely financially broke down with-

3421"9‘5‘&, National Archives, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Microcopy,
letter from Andrew J. Blackbird to Commissioner of Indien Affairs,

125‘6,8., Netional Archives, Bureau of Indign Affairs, Mierocopy,
Letter frg;ag Andrev J. Blaskbird to Commissioner of Indien Affairs,
& 1



mined. As Andrew 8ged, his letters &rew less coherent and more penti-
mental. He referreq frequently to his family of 8iX; a8 though he
had many young mouths to feed, In 1886, when he began using hig

on his home, hig yaun'geat ¢hild was twenty-two years old, hardly an
8ge to be considereq g dependent, Why hedn't hig children eome to

his aid by paying the mortgage? Im 1899 Fred, the oldest don,
B the only ohild who vag mgn-:te&.mé The at’her three ¢hildren hagq
ho families of their own, Posaibly thay worked so irr&éﬁl?&my that
they had R0 money for their father's emergency.,

Perhaps Andrew worked out his finaneigl troubles vithout govern~

ment help. Perhéés bis ehildren 414 lend a hand, £t least no moye

m%et County Aﬁ.«ehigsn; Record of Marrigges 1?—1699, r. T8,
== 0% NMerriages,

2T mmet Count draphic, September 11, 1947,
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From the time of hig mortgage letter of 1899 unti1y his death
in 1908, Andrew's story 1¢ a blank, Ro gources tell how he spent
those lapt few Yyetrs. Old-time Tesidents of Harboy Bprings vaguely
recall that he was Seen about town op g fev ocoasions, pp, Louts
Geriepy, who began coming to Harbor Bprings in 1906, says he talkeq
Vith Andrew occasionally, ang Temembers him ag g rather keen cop-
versationalist, "whoge conversation in Engligh vas good for an In.
dien 128 If Dr. Gariepy's mSWOYy is relisble, then Andrev must hgye
remained in his home town until very shortly before his death in
1908 at the county poor farm in Brutus,

What circumstanceg Yequired his removal to the poor farm? wag

Parmed 1t in early times. He wag 8 letter carrier for 8 while too.
He shouldn't have died there gt Brutus, 129

1B nterview witn Pr. Louts Gariepy, uy g, 1962,
129 terview ¥ith Mr. Joseph Kishigo, Aily 10, 1962,



erucified for the remission of 8lns! 1"‘130 Myrs, Blackbira purchageq
& family lot {n the cemetery at Harbor 8prings, ang there, without
any kind of marker, hig body wag laid to rest,

Elizabety continued to live ip the family home on Main Btreet
in Harboyr Bprings unti) her death ipn 1920. Pwo of the Blackbirg
ehildren, Wilitan and Bert, o¢cupled the house throughout theiy 1life.
times 13 frter peryig de8%h 1n 1947, Nettie came frog California 4o
settle the estate. pp, Joseph 4, Breun, g trustee of the Michigan
Ingign Foundation, 88ys that Mrg, Blackbird had ordered everything

different atory. He fays that Nettie destroyed the famlly records
becauss ghe dida't wvant to e known as an Indian, Ewwin maintaing

Perhapg the burneq Possessione might have helped to £ill in the
Vold of Andrew's 1agt Years. More likely there never were records of

132etter from pp, Jdoseph A. Braun, ootober 19, 1962,
133 atervien ity ¥e. O, Fay Erwin, quy 9, 1962,
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CHAPTER VIZ

Qne of the first questions sbout Andrew Blackbird's 1ife i
hie explanation of his femily'g tribal origin, Early in his History

himsel? apsri from the Ottaws among whom he grew up. He explaing

brought them back as Prigoners of m}Bﬁ These captives were adopted
88 children of the Gttawvs and "intermarried with the pation in whioh
they vere captives,136

To learn more of these "Underground™ Indiana I wrote to py.
Volney H. Jones, Curatoy of Bthnology at the Museun of Anthropology,
University of Michigan, It is entirely possible, he replied, that
Blackbird was descended from war captives obtained in the west, ang
&dded that the Columbia Platesu wag & center of underground or pit
bouses 1in North Americs. But with regard to Blackbird's statement
that "I am descended, ag tradition says , . ., ."137' Dr. Jones replied;

*3Blackbird, History of tne Otteva end Chippews Indians, p. 25.

13511_,1;. 1361;,1&3
1371pa.
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All tribeg have a great web of mythology, tradition s legends,
and paeudo-history accounting for their origins, wanderings, and
various subdivisiong of the group, Blackbird ufsg his to estab-

the Superiority of hig particulsy lineage.
I agree with pp, Joneg that beecsuse Blackbird liyeq with the
Ottaws, 8poke their language, EYeW Up with them, 8nd representeq them,
we will have to congider him an Ottawa. Dy, Emerson ¥, Breenman slso

conpidared Blackbird an Ottaws 139

Blackbird Museup in Harbor Springs, Michigan, ang hergelf an Ottawva,
believes that Andrew's father wag fiyrst Harried to a Chippewa woman

Whom he left at &aitoulin vhen he came to L'Arhre Croche a..isaut,lsoo.
Mrs. Shagonaby alao believes that sometime before 1810 Mack-a-te-pe-

Andrew and his nine brothers ang 8isters were born of this seconqd
m&rriggeglhl But the supposeq second wife died in 1828, before the

1383@1;1%3: from Dr. Volney B. Jones + November 17, 1962,
1 3%reenman, pp, b1-4o,

W0Interview witn Wre. Susie Shagonsby, g1y 10, 1962 and with
Mr. Charles g, Meyers, June 20, 1962,

Wiriq,




checking Myrs. Shagonaby'g theory. Bhe cites ag her 8uthority Indiang
living in northern Michigan and the Upper Peninsule, with vhom she
hag eerrespended.l’hz But sinece ghe i8 bhazy in other mattars about
Andrew which check fairly fccurately with information in government
Tiles, I hepitate o accept Myg. Shagonaby's theory. Anothey comment
on Andrew's ancestry came from ., George A. Newark, an insurence ang

for nearly 200 Yeare allowed little poesibility of 8 full-blooded
Indien ving there in the eariy nineteenth century,i43

But whether Anire_wfs mother vas & white woman, an Indian, or of
miXed ancestry, he was certatnly identifseq 65 an Indian by those who
Imew him as he was greuing Up In L'Arbre Croche, Henry séheoleraft
also ehameter;zed hiz ae an “Indian of pure blood" when recommending
him ag aselstant blaék;mith at 014 Hission,l%' Blackbirg must have
considered himgelf qn Indian, for he speaks of "my own race" and “uy
own pecple“ﬁ‘s when referring to the Ottawa, Because data that might
prove otherwise are not aﬁilable, We have to assume that ke was an
Indian by eulturg, if not entirely by bleod.

1&3_112_3_
lh3Interv:lew with Mr. George A. Newark, auly 9, 1962,
Whsurra, p. 17.
) mlhsnlackbira, History of the ottava and chippews Indians, pp. 24
an .
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But I was more interested in Blackbird's attempts to fit his
life into white man's ways. Andrew believed education would open
doors othexwise closed to him, He must have been deeply hurt on the
tWo cccasions when he had to diseontinue hig schooling. His depmy-

aged f&ther‘”lks With eight living brothers and sisters it would
seem that 1f Andrew's education had been congidered important, seme of
the other members of the family eould have helped his father.

This abrupt cauncellation of hias sthoeling seems especially
strange in the 1light of hig portrayal of his mituation at Twinsburg
88 quite satisfactory, The History of Summit County, Chio, seys of

Blackbird's work mt i‘winsb&rg‘f "He excelled in compoeition, &nd eom-
posed a comedy, three hours in lez;g*ah, that was presented by the
Societies of the institiite publiely to lerge audiences with great
suecess. 27

Rev, Bamuel Bissell » founder and director of the institute,
related thet many Indians came to his sehool as boarding students
and that mogt of them remained, on an average, &t least o ye&ralha
Andrew stayed over four yeﬁrs before his father's iliness called him
home. Considering his Btruggle in getilng to the institute, it
Beems odd that Andrew interrupted hig schooling to help his father,

l“é—]&_&-, P 25.

‘ 1“7W1lliam H. Perrin (ed.), Bisto% of Summit County, Ohio
(Chicagot Baskin mng Battey, 1881), p. 658.

lhae&rt*r, P§9 55"55‘
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unless he wag convineed that no one else in the family courg. ¢ it
1s true that the shadowy Dr. Brainsmade had offered about thig time
to help him through medical 6chool, then his retum to Little Pra-
Verse was an especially gelflegs aet.m9 With what feelings mugt
Andrew have locked back upon thoge hopeful years at Twinsburg!

Eig second attempt to get an education, it Ypeilanti, also
reises questions. Andrey made much of the Indian Agent's refusal

ensbled Andrev to attend the Norumal 8chool. But then Andrew blames
his failure at Ypsilanti on the eagerness of his menthly allowance.
There is & lgok of consistency here. If Blackbird hed the courage

to appeal to Cass over the head of Indian Agent Gilbert then we are

I am inclined to lay more stress on another reason for Black- I
bird's withdrewal from the Normal School: failure to meet the
Academic standards of the school, He mentions thig reason only ,
Uehtly in his book. Andrew vas & man 1n his thirties when he en- |
rolled et Ypsilanti with incomplete preparstory schooling. It 1 not

derogstory to Buggest that he could not complete his courses satig-
factorily. fhe only evidence that he was short of money lies in

hig own statement, while both his meption of his geademie difficul-

tlies and the entry in the school records Buggest that he eoulg not
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mget the requirements of the institution,

Another puzzling aspeat of Andrev's life 18 his participation
in local public offices. His record here exhibits 8 frenzied pace,
He was ha.rdly out of one office before he was peeking another, and
in 8t least one instance he tried to hold two at the same time.
Oandid&?;et._vfgr local aftiges were probebly more difficult to find then
than they #re Rov, aod perhaps he won more often by default than by
Teason of competence. Was he really a leader in hig community or was
he merely sesking paying jobst Andrew probsbly sew in officelolaing
the chance to use his schooling to give him ;arestige in a village
where other Indians were only bae

fground figures. His degire to ex-
cell in the white man's world appears emrly in his baok. When he
¥as speaking of Rev, Alvin Coe's offer to teke him to Ohio for an
education, he said: ", , ., the idea struck me that I could be really
edﬁé&t@d &nd be able to ce‘nv@se with the white pe‘e»pl,.e.“m3 To say
that ‘he was awed by the Progpect of entering into the white man'e
Boclety would not be an Overstatement. That he could actually be-
come an elected official of the village and county must havae pleased
him immensely,

Andrew's record of publia service ig not remarkable. All too
often he had little understanding of the duties of his office.
Perhaps hisg eontribution vas to make himgelf availeble vhen the few
other qualified men wepe not interested. As more vhite men moveq
into northeyn Michigan, his politicel Successes were fover. One thing

it




¢an be sald vith certeinty-he was never venal,

Perhaps the best measure of his suecess can be found in
evaluations by his owm Pecple and by white men who knew him. Syeh
evaluations are aiffiewit to find, because few pergons who knew
Blackbird are gtill living. B8everal persons in Herbor Springs re-
wepber their parents' comments about him, or can recall a few
associations with the Blackbira family, and thers are a favw re-
ferences to him in local newspapers.

What did the Ottawm Indians think of Blackbird? They aeem
to have respected him more in his early adult years than 1n his
later life, Mrs. Shagonaby believes that political office tended
to make Andvew somewhat vain, and that the cool treatment he often
recelved from Indisns was caused by his inereasing pampoﬁity-lsl
Joe Kishigo believes that Blackbird himgelf vwag & respected membery
of the Ottawa commanity but that becsuse hig children did not show
§004 upbringing, the family name fell into disrepute. 5% Wmatever
the Indian's opinion of Andrev and his famlly, many of them usged
bis services. George &. Newark often comes upon papers in which
Andrew J, Blackbird is listed with power of attorney for Indians who
could not write English, thepe documents often being signed, "&. J.
Blackbird and one-hundred Indians.*l53

Eveluations by white persons are mixed. @eorge Newark says
that Andrew daid smount to something, that for his time and place he

Ylinterviev with Mrs. Suste Bhagonaby, July 10, 1962.
I nterview vith Mr. Joseph Kishigo, July 10, 196a.
153Intewiew with Mr. George A. Revark, July 9, 1962.
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wag a significant persen,.;lsh But Mr. Newark had ne Pérsonal deal-
ings with Andrew. Others held different views. Such & person was
Andrev L. Deuel, res estate dealer ang lawyer, who in 1889 carrieq
°n & running argument with Blackbird in the eolums of The Northern
Independent. Deuel accused Andyew of 6eguiring land illegally fyom
certein Indians in the town, ang of tricking his fellow Indians be-

cause he vas more educated than they.l%F This may have been no
more than & dispute between two people who had had difficulties in
their business dealings.

The evalustions of other white persons are less hareh. My, g,
Pay Erwin, the undertaker who handled the funersls for the Blackbird
faumlly, says that Andrew was just enother Indian, slightly more eay-
cated than most, but beyond that, not especially notewbrtmnl%
Other residents of ﬁfaiber 8prings who knew the Blaekbiird family peem
most mreassa by Andrew's educationsl attainments, They also point eut
that while it wam not uneofs

on in those years for an Indian woman to
ArYYy & white man, that Andrew should have married & white woman was
most unusual.

One of the best Comuente on Blackbira by one who knew him ig
Provided by Ulyeses p, Hedriek. Hedriek Was & young boy when hig
fenily moved to Little Traverse in 1874 and he lived there until 1890,
In his book, The lana of The Crooked Tree, he refers to the Blackbirds

15hpa,
183 3"'5"5:l'11e Northern Independent (Barbor Springa, Michigan), My 23,
587. ,

*Hrnterview vith . o Fay Ervin, July 9, 196p.




as “left-overs of Indien royalty", with Andrew "redueed in royal
Tunctions to helping the descendants of former subjects besp &5
best they could the mlgeries of the new reginme 157 Hedrick reealls
that while Andrevw held govermmant Jobs he was & wel)l dregsed, re-
spectable man, Yut that after he vas ousted from his government
poBitions he degenerated to wearing cest-ofe garments and aceepting
ehgrity.}'sa Hedriek noted that Blackbird's once fluent English left
Rl aad he fell back into the speech of his childnood, 5 The last
time Blaekbira talked with Hedrieck, sometime between 1500 ang 1905,
Blackbird asked for the loan of g dollar.léa Thus, Hedrick's pe-
Port follows closely the #tory of Andrew's 1ife as pleced together
from a variety of gources.,

These opinions suggest that Blackbird vas a misfit, Ams the
Spokegman for his Indian constituents he sometimes dig not speak for
their real desires. ¥or exmmple, while jhe w88 geeking funds to.
educate the Indiang in the white man'sg Vays, they were clamoring for
eash payments and dcreage allottments from the United States govern-
ment. And they wers doubtful of the value of his educational ettain-
ments.

If he was & misfit in his own culture, he vas aleo out of
Place in the white man's faclety. True, he did gain positions in
loeal government, but only unti1 enough white mettlers had moved into

ls,TUlys‘s;;; P. Hedriek »
veratto wooorick, The Land of The Crooked Tree (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1¢ ), . 27, ' —

lﬁma p. 29. 191m14., p. 30.
1601p14,
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Harbor 8prings to Till the offices, After 1872 Andrew's services
vere no longer needed and he was cast aside, Nor was he accepted
#oclally by the white people of the town. Mrs. Blackbirg had white
friends and trieq to rear her children ag white children, but
Andrev geems to have had no dependable friends vhatever among the
white population of Harbor Springs,.

Were 1% not for hig writinge, Blackbird woulq have to be rateq
Pretty much & failure. In hig e8says, letters, and one book, he

Blackbird's uajor written work was & book, firat publighed in
1887, entitled, 4 History of the Ottawa ang Chippewa Indians of
Michigan; a Grammar of their Langusge, and Personal and Family History
of the Author, Thig title, &ppesring frequently in bibliographies "
made Blackbird s recognized suthority on the history of his people.
Nine leading citizens of Harbor 8prings, all white men, endorged
its first publication, ang the Ypsilant: Auxilisry of the Women ' g
Nationsl Indian Association sponsored its Printing. Blaskbirg wrote

this book beeauge he believed his tribe's language and traditions
161

Bie Yook gives much

880. Except for a few possible errors o datea, it seems to be an

o

ls:lﬁlaekbird, History of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, p. 5,
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aseeurate account.,
Andrew's last known published work was a pamphlet, The Indian
Problem from the Indimn's Standpoint, eopyrighted in 1900.-2 ,

quotation from the preface of this pamphlet appears on the first rage
of this study., Thst this essay is less coherent than his earlier
writings should not be surprising, for he must have been in his
eighties when he wrote it, Even in this last work he reiterated his
belief in edusstion. He saiq that Indian children must be taught
&kills which would serve them in an integrated society, and that Roman
Catholie mission schoole did not offer the whole salutian.lég

The full extent of Blsckbird's writings msy never be krown,
When Nettie, his deughter, was elosing out the family estate in 1947,
trustees of the Mishigsn Indian Foundation persuaded her th&t the
home ghould be preserved as & museum for the Ottawa Indians of
morthern Michigan. Unfortunately, she had already destroyed many of
her father's papera. While a few personsl ltems from the Blackbird
family are now in the hugeum, none of Andrew's unpublighed vritings,
if there were any, wxe among them. But this is not eériticsl, since
his published writings establish his importance ss an historian of
the Indiens of L'Arbre Croche region.

Andrew Jackson Bl&ckbirﬁ VB8 & unlque personslity, and for other
remsons than his writing. He was exceptionsl for his reze, While

16

“ndrew Jackson Blackbird, The Indian Problem from the Indian's
Standpoint (1900). While no publisher is given, the National Indian
Association of Phiiladelphia, Pennsylvania, controlled its cireulation.
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other Indiens found useful roles in the white wan's world in hig
times, few of them followed the path that Andyew took, Those who
Gcquired any education gig 8¢ mostly through sttendmnce 8t local
schools., Only a very few traveled far from home to improve themselves, ,/
and only in rare instances di4 thoge few return to positions of
leadership in their native comminities,

When Blackbird was & youth, few men of either race, white or
red, attached so mueh importance to education &8s he dig, There were

even & grammar school preparation, and that Andrev strove so hard for
an education ghows an unususl appreciation of education.
One more question remuing. Why did he pursue his unugusl path,
8 path that led him to an unhappy death in 8 vhite man's home for |
the aged and impoverished? Porhaps he gave the auswer himself:
When the white m\n ﬁoék?every foot of my inheritance, he
thought to him I should be the slave. Ah, never, never! I

would sooner plunge the dagger into my beating heart and follow
the {ggtnteps_ of my forefathers » than be slave to the white
man .

léﬁ%lackbird, History of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indians, p.

102,
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8lly duriog the twenty years I 1iveq there. Many lewds to sourges
pertinent to my research were s direct result of my firvet-hand
knowledge or People and places around Harbor Springs,

My gz'eat~ rents homestended on 8 160 sere plot outeide
Barbor Springs 1n the 18%0'a, at ebout the time Andrew Blaskbira
entered Ypsilanti State Normal School, ¥y grandmother has been apie
¥o racall & few incidents 1n the 1ice op Blackbird, snd my mother,
#4 related in this paper, cared for Andrev Blackbird's wife 1n 1920

85d my initial interest in thig Ban's life was a result of having
&rown up in thig setting.




