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D.C. Indian Law Conference
October 17, 2008 • Washington, D.C.

National Museum of the American Indian
Opening Remarks................................................................................................................................... 9:30–9:45 a.m.

Creative Strategies for Budget Politics: Meeting the Financial Needs of Indian Country in an Era of 
Shrinking Budgets................................................................................................................................ 9:45–10:45 a.m. 
Moderator:  Vanessa Ray-Hodge, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP; Katherine Brodie, counsel, 
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld, LLP; Allison Binney, majority staff director, U.S. Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs; Ryan Smith (invited), legislative counsel, Sen. Jon Kyl (Ariz.) 
This panel will explore innovative ways to pursue funding opportunities outside of the normal “Indian” con-
text to fill the ever-present gap in available funds for Indian Country priorities.  We will focus on how to fully 
utilize all resources on Capitol Hill to meet the funding needs of your clients and Indian Country in general.  
Lastly, we will also discuss recent accomplishments to fix funding gaps for critical Indian programs and how 
to develop and utilize these opportunities in the future, with particular emphasis and thinking on how things 
may change with the new administration and Congress.

Winning Over the Roberts Court in Indian Law Cases: A Continuing Dialogue
....................................................................................................................................................... 11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Richard A. Guest, staff attorney, Native American Rights Fund; Patricia Ann Millett, partner, Akin 
Gump; Tony Mauro, supreme court correspondent, Legal Times/American Lawyer Media; David Frederick, 
partner, Kellogg, Huber, Hansen,Todd, Evans & Figel

With the decision in Plains Commerce Bank v. Long Family Land & Cattle Co., 128 S.Ct. 2709 (Jun. 25, 2008), 
issued last term, Chief Justice Roberts has assumed a prominent role in determining the future direction of 
Indian law jurisprudence before the U.S. Supreme Court.  This panel will examine, from a variety of per-
spectives, what we can learn about the Roberts Court generally, and the potential direction of Indian law, 
from the first major Indian law case of the Roberts era. 

Luncheon Presentation........................................................................................................................12:45–2:00 p.m.
David Bernhardt, Solicitor of the Dept. of Interior (Invited)

Existing Disparities and New Opportunities: The Role of Tax Policy in Native American Economic  
Development............................................................................................................................................2:15–3:30 p.m.
Moderator: Ed Gehres, Patton Boggs LLP; Gavin Clarkson, associate professor, University of Hous-
ton Law Center; Kathleen Nilles, partner, Holland & Knight; Herbert F. Stevens (invited), partner, 
Nixon Peabody LLP
Current tax policy both constrains tribal action and provides exciting opportunities for growth and de-
velopment in Indian Country.  Congress is currently working to address tax provisions that disadvantage 
tribes – such as inequitable rules regarding tax exempt bond issues – while also working to reauthorize 
innovative programs such as the New Market and Renewable Energy Tax Credits.  This panel will examine 
the prospects of policy change with the coming change in administration and a new Congress, as well as 
strategies for the effective use of economic development tools grounded in tax policy.  

Advocating Effectively Under New Lobbying and Ethics Rules
....................................................................................................................................................................3:45–5:00 p.m.
John C. Sassaman (invited), chief counsel, U.S. Senate Select Committee on Ethics; Robert K. Tomp-
kins, of counsel, Patton Boggs LLP
This panel will highlight recent changes to federal lobbying and ethics laws, focusing particularly on ways 
in which new requirements impact tribal governments and those advocating on their behalf.  Panelists will 
discuss basic requirements and restrictions, commonly encountered mistakes, and best practices to ensure 
compliance.



10th Annual D.C. Indian Law Conference Registration Form 
Return to: D.C. Indian Law Conference, FBA, 

1220 North Fillmore Street, Suite 444, Arlington, VA 22201 or fax (571) 481-9090.
REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.FEDBAR.ORG

First Name and Middle Initial (please print below)	

Last Name

Firm/Agency	

Street

City/State/Zip

Phone		  Fax	

E-mail

Special needs? (Indicate vegetarian lunch preference here to ensure availability) :

q This is a permanent change of address. Please update my membership records to reflect the change.

Enrollment and Fees
Enrollment in the conference is open to all persons with an interest in Native American legal issues. The deadline 
for registration by mail or fax is October 15. If you plan to register in person, please contact the conference office at 
(571) 481-9100 at least 48 hours in advance to confirm that space is available. Registration is complimentary to all 
attendees.

Register by mail by filling out and returning the registration form included in this brochure, fax your registration to 
(571) 481-9090, or register online at www.fedbar.org. 


