




Northern Michigan University  
2010 Indigenous Earth Issues Summit Resolution 

 
Calling on the Secretary of the Interior  

in support of denying the permit for the Cape Wind Project  
slated for Horseshoe Shoal, Nantucket Sound, Massachusetts 

 

WHEREAS, The Indigenous Earth Issues Summit urgently and sincerely support the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe and 

Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head(Aquinnah) positions ; and, 

WHEREAS,  the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) and Mashpee Wampanoag are member Tribes of the 

Great Nation of Wampanoag People, known as “The People of the First Light”.  Their name defines who 

they are and differentiates them from all other Tribal Nations.  Their name and its definition are their 

cultural and spiritual identity, and the essence of who they are.  Since time immemorial, the 

Wampanoag People have inhabited the area of the eastern most lands and water, and have maintained 

their traditional, spiritual and cultural connection to them; and, 

WHEREAS, the right to practice their religious ceremony in the traditional manner will be forever denied by a 

proposed experimental wind farm consisting of 130+/- windmill turbines, with propeller blades reaching 

approximately 440’ above the surface of the water, on an area of about 25 square miles  (about the size 

of Manhattan); slated to be located in the shallow waters of Horseshoe Shoal in Nantucket Sound, in the 

middle of the shores of Cape Cod, Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket, MA; and, 

WHEREAS, The Indigenous Earth Issues Summit concurs with the determinations of eligibility from the 

Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer and the Keeper of the National Register of Historic 

Places and concurs with the recommendations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation; and, 

WHEREAS,  There are alternative sites available that will allow Cape Wind to be developed and still maintain the 

balance of cultural and spiritual meaning to the Tribes; therefore, be it  

RESOLVED the Indigenous Earth Issues Summit supports the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) and 

Mashpee Wampanoag  Tribe and their position of opposition of the location of the Cape Wind project 

on Horseshoe Shoal in Nantucket Sound, due to its devastating and destructive impact to the traditional, 

spiritual, religious and cultural practices and freedoms of all Wampanoag People; and be it further 

RESOLVED the Indigenous Earth Issues Summit requests the Secretary of the Department of the Interior, Ken 

Salazar, to affirm the ACHP recommendations and to deny the permitting of Cape Wind Project which 

will adversely affect and destroy the essence of the tranquility, sanctity and spirituality of this Sacred 

Place for all time. 

Certification 

This resolution was duly passed by consensus at the Indigenous Earth Issues Summit, meeting at Northern Michigan 

University in Marquette, Michigan, on Monday,  April 5, 2010.  For more information, please contact the Summit 

Coordinator, Aimée Cree Dunn, at 906-227-1393.   
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