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BEAVER V111AGE COUNCIL 
P.O. Sox 24029 

Resver, Alaska 99724 
PHO-NE (907) 628-6 ! 26 FAX 62 8-68 15 

N'Iay 8, _o1J 

-%fs. I-1tr_abeth .1ppel, 
fJffiee of RegamcfrS- ,1:Eurs & C1oilaborart•c :1ct>.o1n 
ln&an :lttairs, [`.S. Deparrmenr of tfYc Interior 
1849 c Stmet N\xr., NIS 36,42 
Wa.whington, i)t: 20244-1 

Re: Nc}tice of 1'mposcd R:ulemaking –flc:gulations f4}r 5tate Coums and Agenrie:: in Indian 
Chikl Custcx.lr i'r~ceec~n~ – R~~ Ilt ~h-:~~ .FL5 -- l ~r~deral l~r~ister ~-iarch 2~.~. 2(l3 a) 

Uear. '.Nfs. _lprel: 
'l-he Tieaver N'111age t.ctiuncil strc3ng<<' SiippOrts thc: sssuaflce c3f propcxc:d MW.l 

reguLZ nons bv rhe I:iumau ot Ind.i:ut 	These regulsiteons are crsrical,ly important fc+r 
sLate~: like _llas.ks home tc ► ??9 fcdzrAlc rrcugnized Tribes. 

1CWA was enactecf in 1978- xu re::pUn5e ra a crisis ai:fec:ting Indi$n rhilclren, Eainilics 
:md trtbes. Studfe~s revcalecl that Iarge ncuribcm oti indian c:hildr+en were lieing separated fram 
their p-axent:», e.ctendeci raIluL ~.~ and comrnunitirs y  and placed in ncyrt-Indian horns.~s> 
Congm.ssiUnal te,timony cic}cutntnti.-cI the deN :tizrating isnpac:t chis was hax -1ng u}xon liidian 
chiidrtn, Eqmi.Ges and triUe,&. As a resWt, Cangr ~~ enactecl mandaturn,  legal requirrsnencs ta 
be folZcswed hr srate cs}urts whr, are adiudica.ting thc 	 cr r~hrs f Inctinzf cluldren a ~id thE-ir 
tamilics. 

:1Ithaugh progr+ess ha,,, been macle as a reSult cyt I(--\t'.1, r.yut-Qf-horne ptacetnent is 
stih much more prevalertt for I.ndian ti'outh than ii is tcrr the genzral popularion and Indian 
eUklten eantinuc tta be regula.dy placed in nun-inclian holrses. Hefe in Alaska, N:ctiVe 
chadrert accoune E4r 30 1 ►',) Of the s-,tate4s yc3uth populatictn, but repr.cient 630rn cyfthe clulc.lren 
ht t:ost4r care. (:rampliance tvith 1C:1, 7A bv our statcY is erFatic a.nd state court decssi«ns 
inconsistenc. There i.s a gre.tat neril tor the feder.al  g:,vertymcnt tf) prr3vide Inndlng 
reguhtdons to ersure thst the IMA is enfrsrcLd ancl i►pliliui* prr,perlv—aot just in _Uaska 
but in all srate,---wo that our cUdh-en anrl €a.tnilira are fidh• prorected. 

1X.re: would note that «e beiteve that the lrgal basis for regularoty .a ►ctian is 
stmng. The statute prov icfes rhat "the Secret.ar<< shall prrimulgatz ,udi niles and : -egul.zden.c 
aa tnay !K nrcessary- rn cam our tlic rrvt'ision..~ ot this slet' which .is a I}r.cxaci gr$nt crf 
autltotity. The Act was designe:cl rn 4sEablish ' ~nunirnum fedmi standard.ti" gc.zverning ,tate 
courr piroccediiigs. In the Lmst 35 yeans *  hovvevcr, there ha-v-e becn div ergent ititcr.pret.ltions cI 
a aumbcx ot lCW.1 proti isior.ts b4t nur state courts, and unzvea lmplctnentatiun 1337 srate 
13 gencies. lndeed, Alaska ts .ui "outlirr'? in its appruach and iticerpretation ot the 1[:WA. 
'Mi.s fitttlier underm.itle% ICWL1=~ incenr tu create corisi.~;tent irYini.munl federal `tandar& ~,. 

Rh,ancfa Pitlra t  Chief 
Ar(cne Fitka j   2nA Ghief 

SGlina petrusica SecretaryfTreasurer 
Kodv' Vanderpoo:, Aaron f'etruska, hSatthew Petruska, Vivian ,juneby 



_11cliciugh uTe s!r{,tlgly supl7c ~rt tiler.t regrul:ttic}rt ~ in ~~ncr:4l, tV-e hav e s fr ,,ti- 
rec:ommendattc3n-, rhat we :cch -ance for, con.siclt=Tadon. W'c beltex -e thzt it is impurt:xttt that the 
rat.toriale for thc vut#3orin to re gttlate Uc cAreftMi' expl:tincfi :uad th,ct incitszdual prooi•isicaQS 
shuulJ be justified with retc-rencc:: to supperrt -iv e casr,, state reguLiti{an:: and poliaes tl ~t 
ret~ect bcst practices, aitd 	hisr.on•. V-'e .tlscz believe that the reguL•3t:ic>rts shf,uld 
explicitl;• adciresw the _--1,-kDfije f.-vrpte r.: B1fr}• G:rf case li~ ( 1) clarit~-in.g chat it should nc fr be 
apphed outs3de «f che prizmtt adoption contr :t and by (?) prtyvu-ling guidartce cn how the 
yupreme (:ourt interpretltiOn of the law -ifiould be effectttated in -,ctate court a.ttcl a£;encv 
practic:c. Finally. wc urr,►e you to carefirU.y c:c,nsider technical rerc,rnmenci:ztions that wiil. bc 
prtjvidecl uv n.at1'()nA-1 or ,. niz:ttions and .tttrzM-c-s who harcc exFerti.e an t.he ICW:d frcim the 
tn-bal perspectic e. 

Wc• parvcularly stipport the fc.-~llow-ing prorisions in the piopcssed regulstiuns: 

• Emphasizing nce need to fnllouT thhe pl;tcen3ent preierence ancl limtting dte abilttc_ of 
state a~encies tts deG-i:cte fxcfm tite prefc-rences. 'I'ku.; failure c ~f ,tate couirs and 
a~~enca.r~ na plac~e lnclian children irt re;aci%-c. tribat, c ~r lndian l~c3m~ ~ e~t~e uf r~~ L 
biggest probletrs t6th the TCW_1'y trrtpleme;iLatican, especiall ~ he.re  in .:~l:c.~ 1► a. 
Keepiuig childreii Nc ~ith ti~eir flmiiies ailcf ~viTltin their rribril corczrrtunities and r_ultures 
is 1-ytaily insp<mant to tlieir cc ell-lwsng and :t cc ~~ntral purpt.fse of the ICAN',1. 

• ltecluirin~ tl~tt :e~encie,~ and cu~t~ a~k in e~~ cFrt-  pr~~cec~iti~ ~hetlter : ~ child is Indian. 
"11iis will help etisure that :tll o£ ottr clialcir.en are idet?.tthed and acc_orded IC:1VA 
Protections. 

• lte:cr~gniciun of a tribc•'; ► ra-c'~'iv.ritv authority tc clereniLme t -rilizl ntemlaersh.ip. \1'c v-erz 
cntiih support the affinxtauOn of rh.is, kry princfple uf cn-h:tl scsvereso:nty, 

•Notice ro tribes in rwGirrlary msys. We are Inrwr.; patrr.rr. for out chilcfren. €'rnl-iding 
notice r-nsurc:;-, tha.t a•e W'Ill be able tca interrenc ist the case if neces;;ary. Notice to the 
eribe is alsu critic:al iit the state court i, tv cgnfiern (as it is reyuired ro clr ~) whether the 
child 'ts ayi IiYdian child and covtred 1.3y the TC .WA. 

• I.irniting thc discrction ot state couns rc3 derty tr:ins-£ec o£ a ca,c: rc.i triba! court. In 
_11a.tika, srwe cotirts tx-xy <afteil tcFuse to trwis£er a case Encat3se tliev- think tlat exir 
tribal cr>urr ui.1 make a dedsion with which thr-  y disagree. Z1-ir r4ulauons mak-e cle:ar 
that this L ricst in itEapropnate ret,.`oII to ck-ciy trumgfcr. 

• Utfining actice rfforxs tn prevcrYt the brCakup ot I i3cli:tn finnilicss and resluiring dmt 
sltch r.tforts bt-gtn smtrscd}ate1y. Thas provisiun is vit.Ay Empurtant tv beeping Incuan 
iazni}ies tol;ether. a central and rsitical purpose of tht ICAVA. 

T-hank you for the oppxorruriitfi ro comment un diese regulAduns. t)nce agAin, we 
L erti muCh :tpprrr:iate the issuatice cat these prcapused regulations ailCl iir ~~ you to adopt 
strang 1(;W_1 rc•gulaaoru5 zo ensurc that ICWA fv1Mi its ess€ntial purpose: ► t>f protectirng tlie 
nghts of I nclsan chilclren, fainilles, anr:! rribe:w. 

~I11C~t:1~' r  

Rhuncla P'tt.lm, !`trst C.htet 
Iieatvr Village Council 
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