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Wherefore, as best we can, we ask and require 
you that you consider what we have said to 
you, and that you take the time that shall be 
necessary to understand and deliberate upon 
it, and that you acknowledge the Church as 
the Ruler and Superior of the whole world, 
and the high priest called Pope, and in his 
name the King and Queen Doña Juana our 
lords, in his place, as superiors and lords and 
kings of these islands and this Tierra-firme by 
virtue of the said donation, and that you 
consent and give place that these religious 
fathers should declare and preach to you the 
aforesaid. 



But, if you do not do this, and maliciously 
make delay in it, I certify to you that, with the 
help of God, we shall powerfully enter into 
your country, and shall make war against you 
in all ways and manners that we can, and shall 
subject you to the yoke and obedience of the 
Church and of their Highnesses; we shall take 
you and your wives and your children, and 
shall make slaves of them, and as such shall 
sell and dispose of them as their Highnesses 
may command; and we shall take away your 
goods, and shall do you all the mischief and 
damage that we can, as to vassals who do not 
obey, and refuse to receive their lord, and 
resist and contradict him; and we protest that 
the deaths and losses which shall accrue from 
this are your fault, and not that of their 
Highnesses, or ours, nor of these cavaliers who 
come with us. 
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