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MEMORANDUM %o the
Commispioner of Indian Affairs,

The Organization Division requested an examination in this office
of the status of the Nahma and Beaver Island Indians in Michigan, with
a view to determining their opportunities for organization under the
Indian Reorganization 4ct, In the memorandum presented by the Organi-
zation Division the following information on these groups is gliven:

"l. The Nahme Indians are located at Nahma, Michigen
in Delte County (Upper Peninsula). I am advised that they
are members of the Ottowa Tribe but are today inter-married
with the Chippewa Tribe. The exasct number is not known, but
there are about 90 children from one group attending school.

"2. The Beaver lsland Indimne ere located on Beaver,
North Fox, South ¥ox, Hog and High Islands in Lske Michigan
within the territorial jurisdiction of the State of Michigan.
They are descendants of the Chippewa Tribe and number between
200 and 300 persons. Nr. Cavill visited these islands in
1918 and compiled an appraisel and eastimate of some 30 allot-
ments,"

Agide from this informetion there appears to be very little material
available in the Interior Department bearing upon their band status.
The Indien Office Mails and Files Division reported that they have no
files on these groups., 4 search of the files on the Ottawa and Chip-
pewa Indiens generally for the last 20 yearas reveals no materisl on
these Indians. The only evidence on the Btatus of these Indlans is
the luet treaty made with the Cttawa and Chippewae Indiens, that of
July 21, 1855 (11 Stat. 621), and the interpretations put upon it by
the Departoent.

The treaty of 1855 provided that verious sections of land in
Michigan should be set aside for & nunber of different bands. The
third peregraph reads as follows:

"For the Beaver Island Band--High Island, and
Gerden Island, in Leke Michigan, belng Ifrectionsl town-
ships 38 and 39 north, range 1l west--40 north, range
10 west, and in part 39 north, range 9 and 10 west.®

The fourth peragraph provides ss follows:
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"For the Croses Village, Niddle Villuge, L'irbrech-
roche and Dear Creek bunds, wnd of such ¥ du Noo and
Deaver lslend Indians as may prefer to live with them,
townships 04 to 39, inclusive, north, renge & west--
tompsblips 34 Yo m&w inclusive, north, renge 6 went--
townahlips 34, 35, and 37 north, range 7 west, und all
that part of township 24 north, range 8 west, Lying
north of Plne River.®

There is no mention of the Nahmwe Indlens as such but it may be that

the reference %t the "Bay du Noc" Indians refers to the Nahme Indians
since the Town of Helms {5 situated on the Blg Bay du NWeoe. In eny

cass the Bay du Noe Indiens sre not referred to ss & band, This treaty
was signed by five groups of bands, namely, the Sault Ste. Nerie Bands,
Grand River Bands, Orend Traverse Bands, Iittle Traverse Bands, end
Mackinac Bands. These five groupe were composed of numerous subbands,
sach with a chief and bis following., Possibly, the Nahma and Beaver Island
Indiene were such subbands. But neither in the signature to the treaty
nor in the hand rolls made for the eyment of treaty snauities sre these
Bubbands designased by name.

drtiele V of the 1885 treaty provides that the tribel organizae-
tion of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indisns "is hereby dissolved" and that
future negetiations in reference to any matters contalned in the treaty
should be cerried on only with those Indiens locally interested. This
article has been oconsistently interpreted by the Interior Department,
for as fer back as the svailable files go, as providing for the dlsso-
lution of all tribel reiations, inoluding bvend relations, and the In-
terior Department has refused to recognize any of the Ottawa and Chip-
pewe groups as bands, A sample of this attitude, which is repeated in
innumersable instances of correspondence with Ottawa apd Chippewa indians,
is the letter of February 185, 1917, to ¥r. Eugene Hemlin concerning his
ersdentials as a representative of Ottawa and Chippews Indians near
Harbor Springe, Michigan:

"Receipt ie acknowledged of your letter of February 9,
1917, in which you say that you have been chosen os & mmkm@m%m
by m@xtm&m of the Ottawa and Chippewa Indiens of N4chigan,
and ask whetber or not your credentials will be yrmwwrlw resog-
nized %o the end that you may be accorded e hearing when you
visld this clty.

"Tn answer you are advised that the Ottawa and Shippewa
tribes of Indisns many years ago became citizens of the United
States and of the state in which they reside and are now not
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tion aud sontrol of the Oovermment,
W riee pould pot, therefore, save in & merely ad-
visory vapasity, interfere in any of your persoopal
matters, nor could it spprove your appolntment or se-
lsetion by a number of your people &8 a delegate, * * *

"0f course it is to be understood that you or any
of your people who may visit this city do so on their
own responsibility and must look to their own resources
for their expenses, ete."

The most recent test of the attitude of the lnterior Department
on the band status of the Ottawa and Chippewa groups occurred with
relation %o the Sault Ste. Marie Bands of Chippewas. 4 thorough in-
vestigation of the history of these bande was undertaken in an effort
%o prove their band status. It was found thet a separate treaty was
entered into with these bands subsequent to the July 31, 1855 treaty;
that they were emrolled as separate bands in the foney payment rolls
of Ottawas and Chippewas from 1857 to 1867; that they retained their
formal band organization down to the present time and continuous
correspondence bad been carried on betweaen their band representatives
énd the Indian Office, However, in spite of this evidence tending
%o show thelr actual band status the Interior Department refused to
acoord them legal recognition as & band, in view of the dissolution
of the Ottawa and Chippewa Tribe under the 1BB5H treaty and the ces-
sation of the exercise of guerdian over these Indiens for nearly half
a century.

If the Sault Ste., Marie Bands were not in a position to¢ be recog-
nized es a band by the Interior Department it is out of the question
to establish any existing bend status for the Nehma and Beaver Island
Indians in view of the paucity of eny evidence on the subject and in
view of the fect that there ls no showing in any treaty that the
Nahma Indians were even recognized originally as a band.

There is no possibility of approaching orgenization for these
Indians through their present land status as there are no existing
reservations for these Indians. The land set aside under the third
and fourth paragraphs of the 1855 treaty, quoted above, wes entirely
allotted and fee patented to individual Indiens under other provi-
sions of that treaty. The Executive order of August 9, 1850, pro-
vided for the withdrawal from ssale of a number of sections and ﬁmwnm
ships in Michigen %o carry out the 1855 treaty, in which mrdﬁr High
Island and Garden Island are named. Howemer, all this land was dis-
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pmﬁaa of by fee patenting in the me

manner provided by the treaty., No
% of these Indians remains in trust status,
I
% Accordingly I am of the opinion that the Nehma and Beaver Island
1 Indians do not enjoy a status elither as recognized bands or as Indians
| on & reservation entitling them %o be orgenized under the Indian Re-
|  organization Act end that the only method of providing benefits is
% 1 gh the selection of those Indians emong them who are of one halfl
1 » more Indian blo ,
|

or more Indian blood and the purchase of land for them ﬁm&k%hﬁiw Bub-
sequent orgenization.
i

(Sgd) Frederic L. Kirgis
Acting Soliocitor.
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