
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

____________________________________ 
STATE OF CONNECTICUT AND   ) 
MASHANTUCKET PEQUOT TRIBE, ) 
      ) 
  Plaintiffs,   ) 
      ) 
 v.     ) Civil Action No. 1:17-cv-02564-RC 
      ) 
RYAN ZINKE, in his official capacity as ) 
Secretary of the Interior, and the U.S. ) 
Department of the Interior,   ) 
      ) 
  Defendants,   ) 
      ) 
and      ) 
      ) 
MGM RESORTS GLOBAL   ) 
DEVELOPMENT, LLC,   ) 
      ) 
  Defendant/Intervenor.  ) 
____________________________________) 
 

PLAINTIFFS’ NOTICE OF SUPPLEMENTAL AUTHORITY IN SUPPORT OF 
MOTION FOR LEAVE TO AMEND COMPLAINT 

 
Plaintiffs the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe (Tribe) and the State of Connecticut submit this 

Notice of Supplemental Authority in support of their pending motion for leave to file an 

amended complaint (Dkt. 60) to inform the Court of recent developments supporting the factual 

allegations in the proposed amended complaint. Specifically, the Plaintiffs submit news articles 

from The Washington Post and political news website Politico detailing an ongoing Department 

of Justice (DOJ) investigation into whether former Secretary of the Interior Ryan Zinke – who 

recently resigned from office under a cloud of scandal related his personal conduct – violated the 

law by lying to his own agency’s inspector general investigators regarding his involvement in the 

dispute that is the subject of this litigation.1 

                                           
1 The articles in question are attached hereto as Exhibits 1, 2 and 3 and are accessible as follows.  
Washington Post article here: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/justice-
dept-investigating-whether-zinke-lied-to-inspector-general/2019/01/03/6c9dea06-0eac-11e9-
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These articles and the DOJ investigation that they detail are of particular relevance to the 

plaintiffs’ proposed Amended Complaint. Count II of the Amended Complaint alleges, inter alia, 

that the Department of the Interior’s decision to not approve amendments to the Tribe’s gaming 

procedures with the State of Connecticut was motivated in whole or in part by improper and 

undue political influences, pressures, and considerations directed at key decision-makers such as 

then-Secretary Zinke. Dkt. 60-2 ¶ 70. The revelation that Secretary Zinke is under DOJ 

investigation for lying to his own agency’s investigators regarding his “involvement in reviewing 

a proposed casino project by Native American tribes in Connecticut,” as the Washington Post 

reported, at the very least provides strong circumstantial evidence of exactly the sort of improper 

dealings alleged in the Amended Complaint. See also Politico (“[T]he casino matter now appears 

to be the primary subject of DOJ’s interest.”). And as the Washington Post further reported, the 

DOJ would not be investigating this matter unless federal prosecutors had determined that the 

former Secretary’s account of his actions “was suspect and warranted further scrutiny.”  

The attached articles also confirm that then-Secretary Zinke was in Las Vegas, Nevada, 

on July 30, 2017. This reporting lends further support to the Amended Complaint’s allegation 

that Mr. Zinke had an in-person meeting with Senator Dean Heller (R-NV) in Las Vegas on that 

date. See Dkt. 60-2 ¶ 43.  

Finally, the Washington Post article provide further support that “Interior officials — 

including career staff and even some Trump appointees — had been poised to approve the 

agreement last summer, according to interviews with current and former employees and 

documents released under the Freedom of Information Act.”  This reporting lends further support 

                                                                                                                                        
84fc-d58c33d6c8c7_story.html?utm_term=.787823f14f03.  Politico article here: 
https://www.politico.com/story/2019/01/03/ryan-zinke-ethics-problems-lying-congress-raul-
grijalva-1059149. Hartford Courant article here:  http://www.courant.com/politics/hc-pol-zinke-
lied-connecticut-casino-20190103-skp4cjauxnbkdpd5bovu4uk4n4-story.html.  
(last accessed Jan. 24, 2019). 
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to the Amended Complaint’s averment that the Department intended to approve the amendments 

until a last-second change in course by Zinke.  See Dkt. 60-2 ¶¶ 35-40, 50. 

For the foregoing reasons, the attached articles support the allegations in the Plaintiffs’ 

Amended Complaint and underscore the need for further proceedings to allow the Plaintiffs to 

prove the claims set forth therein. 

Dated January 24, 2019.   Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Keith M. Harper   
  Keith M. Harper, Bar No. 451956 
  KHarper@kilpatricktownsend.com  

Catherine F. Munson, Bar No. 985717 
cmunson@kilpatricktownsend.com 
KILPATRICK TOWNSEND &  
STOCKTON LLP  
607 14th Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, D.C.  20005 
Telephone:  (202) 508-5800 

Counsel for the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe 

/s/  Mark. F. Kohler    
Mark F. Kohler 
Assistant Attorney General 
Mark.Kohler@ct.gov 
Michael K. Skold 
Assistant Attorney General 
Michael.Skold@ct.gov 
Connecticut Office of the Attorney General 
55 Elm Street, P.O. Box 120 
Hartford, CT  06141-0120 
Telephone:  (860) 808-5020 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
The State of Connecticut  
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on January 24, 2019, I electronically filed the foregoing Notice of 

Supplemental Authority with the Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system, which will send 

notification of such filing to all counsel of record. 

 

/s/ Keith M. Harper   
  Keith M. Harper, Bar No. 451956 
  KHarper@kilpatricktownsend.com 

KILPATRICK TOWNSEND &  
STOCKTON LLP  
607 14th Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, D.C.  20005 
Telephone:  (202) 508-5800 
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defghijkglgmi
 

 Case 1:17-cv-02564-RC   Document 66-3   Filed 01/24/19   Page 3 of 9



��������� ��	
��
��
������
������������������
�������������������
������	���� ��!�
��"�
	
�����
�
��#�$������	�%� ��
�

���&
'�����(�� ��
�(����&������
���#&��#)�
��#���	#��

����� �#��
�
�#�������*#
�&��+� ,
��	&	-��� � ��
�#
����(���� ���

. ./012�3456789�:;<=01>67;�4??<09�7�?>7>0=01>�;7>0�@6<8?97AB�CD0E�41FG8=7>4G1�>67>�FG8=08H1>084G8�/0580>78A�I41J0�=7A�67K0�;409�>G�41K0?>4L7>G8?�M�7�F09087;�584=0�M�4?�?084G<?�719?4L14F4571>N�G.0141L�7�10E�.67?0�41�6G;941L�I41J0�755G<1>7O;0�FG8�64?�4=.8G.08�5G19<5>2�@60.8G?05<>G8?�41�>60�P0.78>=01>�GF�Q<?>450R?�S<O;45�H1>0L84>A�/05>4G1�O841L�584=417;�5678L0?7L741?>�;7EO807J41L�GFF4547;?�719�5G19<5>�>847;?�719�G>608�.8G500941L?�M�1GE�7�94?>415>;A.G??4O;0�G<>5G=0�FG8�I41J02�@60�807?G1�H�57;;09�FG8�>60�H1?.05>G8�T01087;R?�41K0?>4L7>4G1N�E6456;09�>G�>64?�41U<48AN�E7?�I41J0R?�.G??4O;0�5G1F;45>?�GF�41>080?>N�4=.8G.08�F7KG84>4?=N�719�G>608.G>01>47;�=4?5G19<5>�V�E6456�5G<;9�L4K0�84?0�>G�5678L0?�GF�.08W<8A�719�F87<9N�7=G1L�G>608?2X@60�Q<?>450�P0.78>=01>R?�41>080?>�41�>60�=7>>08�4?�?4L14F4571>N�?4L17;41L�.8G?05<>G8?�F0;>�I41J0R?755G<1>�E7?�?<?.05>�719�E78871>09�F<8>608�?58<>41A2�P0.78>=01>�GFF4547;?�67K0�1G>�A0>�9054909N>6G<L6N�E60>608�60�?6G<;9�F750�5678L0?N�.0G.;0�F7=4;478�E4>6�>60�=7>>08�?7492@60�584=0�GF�=7J41L�F7;?0�?>7>0=01>?�571�O0�94FF45<;>�>G�.8GK0�O057<?0�4>�80U<480?�41K0?>4L7>G8?>G�?6GE�7�.08?G1�CJ1GE41L;A�719�E4;;F<;;AX�;409N�87>608�>671�?4=.;A�=4??>7>09�7�F75>2�I41J0R?80?4L17>4G1N�>GGN�5G<;9�=7J0�64=�7�;0??�7..07;41L�>78L0>�FG8�.8G?05<>G8?2/0K087;�FG8=08�@8<=.�79K4?08?�67K0�.;07909�L<4;>A�>G�;A41L�>G�41K0?>4L7>G8?�G8�>G�YG1L80??N415;<941L�64?�F48?>�17>4G17;�?05<84>A�79K4?08N�Z45670;�[;A11N�64?�FG8=08�.08?G17;�;7EA08�Z45670;YG601�719�7�FG8=08�57=.74L1�79K4?08N�T0G8L0�S7.79G.G<;G?2
\]̂ _̀abc_d_ea

 

 Case 1:17-cv-02564-RC   Document 66-3   Filed 01/24/19   Page 4 of 9



��������� ��	
��
��
������
������������������
�������������������
������	���� ��!�
��"�
	
�����
�
��#�$������	�%� ��
�

���&
'�����(�� ��
�(����&������
���#&��#)�
��#���	#��

����� �#��
�
�#�������*#
�&��+� ,
��	&	-��� � ��
�#
����(���� -��

./�01//23453647�482�926:�1;2<�482�=>?8>/463@24�A2B614�>/:�=182C>/�4<5D2?E�B62?4�41�F15/4GH1I2<>42�>�C>JDG5/C�9>35G54H�8>?�?I><@2:�5/42/?2�G1DDH5/C7�?5/32�482�16431J2�>99234?�482�9G1K�1986/:<2:?�19�J5GG51/?�19�:1GG><?�5/�>//6>G�C>J5/C�<2;2/62L�M82�4<5D2?�>GG2C2�N5/@2�?6336JD2:�41I1G5453>G�I<2??6<2�5/�/14�C<>/45/C�4825<�>IIG53>451/LM82�4K1�4<5D2?�?16C84�92:2<>G�>II<1;>G�41�<6/�482�31JJ2<35>G�3>?5/1�199�<2?2<;>451/�G>/:�>?�I><419�>/�>C<22J2/4�K548�01//2345364�199535>G?7�K8538�<2B65<2:�>/�>J2/:2:�>C<22J2/4�41�2/?6<2482�/2K�1I2<>451/�K16G:�I<1;5:2�OP�I2<32/4�19�54?�?G14�J>385/2�<2;2/62�41�482�?4>42L=Q=�R2?1<4?�./42</>451/>G�1DF2342:�D23>6?2�482�3>?5/1�K16G:�31JI242�K548�54?�C>J5/C31JIG2S�TO�J5G2?�>K>H�5/�UI<5/C952G:7�=>??L7�>/:�316G:�F21I><:5V2�54?�38>/32?�19�1I2/5/C�>3>?5/1�5/�01//2345364L./42<51<�199535>G?�W�5/3G6:5/C�3><22<�?4>99�>/:�2;2/�?1J2�M<6JI�>II15/422?�W�8>:�D22/�I15?2:41�>II<1;2�482�>C<22J2/4�G>?4�?6JJ2<7�>331<:5/C�41�5/42<;52K?�K548�36<<2/4�>/:�91<J2<2JIG1H22?�>/:�:136J2/4?�<2G2>?2:�6/:2<�482�X<22:1J�19�./91<J>451/�Y34L�A1G54531�95<?4<2I1<42:�3><22<�?4>99E?�?6II1<4�91<�482�4<5D2?E�I245451/L�ZG45J>42GH7�4816C87�482�:2I><4J2/4<296?2:�41�?5C/�199�1/�482�=>?8>/463@24�A2B614E?�I<1I1?>G7�?I><@5/C�>�G>K?654�9<1J�482�4<5D2>/:�482�?4>42�19�01//2345364L./�U2I42JD2<7�ZLUL�[5?4<534�\6:C2�R6:1GI8�01/4<2<>?�:5?J5??2:�482�4<5D2E?�5/545>G�3G>5JL�M82=182C>/�4<5D2�K548:<2K�9<1J�482�G545C>451/�>942<�./42<51<�>3@/1KG2:C2:�482�;>G5:54H�19�54?C>J5/C�>C<22J2/4�5/�\6/2L]64�482�4<5D2�W�K8538�K>?�/2><GH�K5I2:�164�916<�32/46<52?�>C1�DH�482�̂/CG5?8�W�8>?�31/45/62:

 

 Case 1:17-cv-02564-RC   Document 66-3   Filed 01/24/19   Page 5 of 9



��������� ��	
��
��
������
������������������
�������������������
������	���� ��!�
��"�
	
�����
�
��#�$������	�%� ��
�

���&
'�����(�� ��
�(����&������
���#&��#)�
��#���	#��

����� �#��
�
�#�������*#
�&��+� ,
��	&	-��� � ��
�#
����(���� .��

/ 0 1 / 123�04566�726�8965:�;2�63<1=2�23�9>5?@�726�8A97>�7?�B823C54D�941<7?1�7?�83<42�@38<>5?26�2=92;?254734�629EE�=9@�F0450945@�@49E2�90043G9A�A522546H�3?�B82:�ID�JKLMD�C<2�2=5?�7?E34>5@�2=5�247C569�N55O�A9254�72�N3<A@�29O5�?3�98273?�3?�2=5�0527273?D�62/>757?1�2=5�043P582:�Q=5�247C5�8=9415@2=92�F2=5�R50942>5?2�<A27>925A/�C<8OA5@�<?@54�<?@<5�03A72789A�04566<45H�E43>�2N3�S50<CA789?>5>C546�3E�T3?14566�E43>�U5G9@9D�V5?:�R59?�W5AA54�9?@�S50:�X94O�Y>3@57:W5AA54D�N=3�=96�67?85�A5E2�2=5�V5?925D�=9G7?1�A362�=76�455A58273?�C7@�A962�/594D�83<A@�?32�C54598=5@�E34�83>>5?2:�Y>3@57�697@�7?�9?�B823C54�JKLM�7?254G75N�N72=�?5N609054�83A<>?762R9G7@�T3AA7?6�2=92�=5�23A@�;?254734�3EE7879A6�23�F@3�2=574�P3CH�9?@�N96�>545A/�9827?1�3?�C5=9AE�3E�9A785?65@�19>7?1�30549234�7?�U5G9@9:Q=5�83<42�E7A7?1�9AA5156�FV5?9234�W5AA54�@74582A/�04566<45@�V5845294/�Z7?O5�23�@3�N=92�N96?5856694/�23�6230�2=5�Q47C56[�P37?2�G5?2<45�8967?3�043P582�@<47?1�9�047G925�@7??54�92�9�6259O=3<657?�\96�]5196D�3?�34�9C3<2�̂<A/�_KD�JKLM:H�Z7?O5[6�3EE7879A�89A5?@94�6=3N6�=5�N96�7?�\96�]51962=92�@9/D�C5E345�8928=7?1�9�A925̀?71=2�EA71=2�C98O�23�a96=7?123?D�C<2�72�@356�?32�A762�=76�9827G727562=545:a72=�Z7?O5�13?5D�V5?:�S78=94@�bA<>5?2=9A�cR̀T3??:d�76�24/7?1�23�152�=76�6<8856634�23�90043G58=9?156�23�2=5�247C9À62925�83>0982D�63�2=5�e962�a7?@634�8967?3�89?�043855@:�T3??58278<2�62925A9N>9O546�945�9A63�83?67@547?1�?5N�A5176A9273?�2=92�N3<A@�5A7>7?925�2=5�45f<745>5?2�2=92�2=5247C56�45857G5�90043G9A�E43>�;?254734�C5E345�>3G7?1�9=59@�N72=�2=5�8967?3:
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