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I. SUMMARY 

The Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Michigan (the “Sault Tribe” or 

“Tribe”) tenders this submission for a mandatory fee-to-trust acquisition of a parcel of land 

located in Huron Charter Township, Wayne County, Michigan (the “Sibley Parcel” or “Parcel”) 

under an existing contract of purchase.  The Parcel is a 71 acre parcel of land located within 2 

miles of other land currently owned by the Tribe in Huron Charter Township. 

The Tribe will acquire the Parcel using interest or other income generated by the Tribe’s 

Self-Sufficiency Fund, established pursuant to section 108 of the Michigan Indian Land Claims 

Settlement Act (“MILCSA”), Pub. L. No. 105-143, 111 Stat. 2652 (1997).  Under Section 108(f) 

of MILCSA, “[a]ny lands acquired using amounts from interest or other income of the Self-

Sufficiency Fund shall be held in trust by the Secretary for the benefit of the [Sault] Tribe.”  111 

Stat. at 2661-2662.  The Secretary is thus required to accept the Parcel in trust. 

II. APPLICABLE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 

MILCSA does not set forth specific procedures for processing a trust acquisition 

mandated by Section 108(f), nor do any of the Department’s regulations.  Because, as discussed 

further below, the trust acquisition here is mandatory, the portions of the Department’s 

regulations which govern discretionary acquisitions, 25 C.F.R. §§ 151.10, 151.11, do not apply.  

The Tribe’s submission accordingly follows the guidance for mandatory acquisitions provided in 

section 3.1.3 of the Department’s Fee-To-Trust Handbook Version III (rev. 2, issued Dec. 12, 

2013). 

Part II.A describes the Tribe and its background.  Part II.B details the specific lands that 

are the subject of this submission and the Tribe’s ownership interest in them, as required by step 

2 of section 3.1.3 of the Fee-to-Trust Handbook.  Part II.C sets forth the statutory authority for 

the mandatory acquisition:  MILCSA § 108.  In brief, Part II.C.1 explains that the express 

language of MILCSA § 108(f) (“shall be held in trust”) imposes a non-discretionary duty on the 

Secretary to take lands in trust when MILCSA’s requirements are otherwise satisfied; Part II.C.2 

explains that MILCSA’s requirements are satisfied here because the Tribe will acquire the Parcel 

with interest or income from the Self-Sufficiency Fund for the “enhancement or consolidation of 

tribal lands” within the meaning of MILCSA § 108(c)(5).
1
 

                                            
1
  The Secretary’s non-discretionary duty to take the land into trust does not depend in any way 

on the purposes for which the land may be used.  See 25 C.F.R. § 151.11 (Secretary shall 

consider the purposes of an off-reservation acquisition only when “the acquisition is not 

mandated”).  In the interest of full disclosure, however, the Tribe currently anticipates that it will 

conduct gaming activities on the Parcel under the terms of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 

(“IGRA”), 25 U.S.C. §§ 2701 et seq.  At a minimum, the Tribe intends to conduct Class II 

gaming on the property; if lawfully permitted under IGRA and under the Tribe’s tribal-state 

gaming compact with the State of Michigan, the Tribe may also conduct Class III gaming 
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Finally, because the statutory authority for this acquisition emanates from a statute other 

than the Indian Reorganization Act, the Department need not make a determination as to whether 

the Sault Tribe was “under federal jurisdiction” in 1934 pursuant to Carcieri v. Salazar. 

A. Tribal History, Recognition, And Name 

The Sault Tribe descends from a group of Chippewa Bands who historically occupied 

and used a wide area in the Upper Great Lakes, bordering Lake Superior, Lake Michigan, and 

Lake Huron.  The Commissioner of Indian Affairs acknowledged the Tribe’s federal recognition 

on September 7, 1972.  The United States first took land into trust for the Tribe by deed dated 

May 17, 1973 and approved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs on March 7, 1974.  The 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs formally declared the trust land to be a reservation for the Tribe 

on February 20, 1975.  The Tribe’s formal name is the “Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 

Indians of Michigan.”  See 75 Fed. Reg. 60810, 60812 (Oct. 1, 2010). 

The Tribe’s current trust lands are scattered throughout the eastern and central portions of 

Michigan’s Upper Peninsula and include approximately 1262 acres in Chippewa County, 37 

acres in Alger County, 20 acres in Delta County, 324 acres in Mackinac County, 5 acres in 

Marquette County, 17 acres in Luce County, and 78 acres in Schoolcraft County.  The Tribe also 

owns a .43 acre parcel in the City of Lansing, Ingham County, as well as an option to purchase a 

nearby 2.26 parcel.  Finally, the Tribe owns a 7 acre parcel of land in Huron Charter Township, 

Wayne County, in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, located approximately two miles away from the 

Sibley Parcel that is the subject of this submission. 

The Tribe is by far the largest tribe in Michigan, with more than 40,000 enrolled 

members. More than 14,000 tribal members reside in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, and more 

than 7,500 of those tribal members reside within a 100-mile radius of the Detroit metropolitan 

area.  The Tribe’s current trust lands equate to .0427 acres per member. 

The Tribe also enjoys judicially recognized treaty rights to hunt, fish, and gather within 

the vast 1836 Treaty cession area that includes the eastern half of the Upper Peninsula and a 

huge swath of the Lower Peninsula extending south as far as the Grand River.  See United States 

v. Michigan, 471 F. Supp. 192 (W.D. Mich. 1979). 

                                                                                                                                             
activities.  To that end, the Tribe and Huron Charter Township have already executed an 

Intergovernmental Agreement and a Law Enforcement Agreement; the Township’s approval of 

these agreements is testament to the broad support the Tribe’s gaming plans enjoy in the local 

community.  The Tribe also expects to engage in other lawful activities on the Parcel which will 

be used to provide educational, health and welfare services to the thousands of tribal members 

who reside in the surrounding area. 

Ex. II, p.4

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 5 of 56



 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
Submission for Mandatory Fee-to Trust Acquisition 
The “Sibley Parcel,” Huron Charter Township, Michigan 
   
 

- 3 - 

B. Acquisition Of The Parcel 

The Tribe has a binding right to acquire the Parcel under its Purchase Agreement with 

Sibley Investors, LLC. Title to the land will be transferred to the Tribe upon acquisition in trust.  

See Ex. 1 (Purchase Agreement); Ex. 2 (Title Commitment and Proposed Warranty Deed); see 

also Fee-to-Trust Handbook 29 (tribe may submit “written evidence that title will be transferred 

to the tribe … upon acquisition in trust” in lieu of current evidence of ownership); Memorandum 

from Assistant Secretary–Indian Affairs Larry Echo Hawk to Regional Directors and 

Superintendents, Updated Guidance on Processing of Mandatory Trust Acquisitions 4 n.9 (Apr. 

6, 2012) (same). 

The Parcel comprises 71 acres in four contiguous parcels in Huron Charter Township, 

Michigan.  See Ex. 4 (Legal Description and Survey); Ex. 5 (Location Map).  The mailing 

address of the parcel is 36181 Sibley Road, New Boston, MI 48164. 

The Parcel will be acquired using interest or other income generated by the Tribe’s Self-

Sufficiency Fund, as described in more detail below.  The Tribe’s Board of Directors explicitly 

authorized this use of the Self-Sufficiency Fund on November 20, 2012 and reaffirmed that 

authorization on June 10, 2013.  See Ex. 3 (Tribal Board Resolutions 2012-250 and 2013-138). 

C. Statutory Authority 

The Michigan Indian Land Claims Settlement Act (“MILCSA”), Pub. L. No. 105-143, 

111 Stat. 2652 (1997), provides the statutory authority for this acquisition.  As discussed below, 

Section 108(f) of MILCSA requires the Secretary to take land into trust for the Tribe when the 

statute’s requirements are met, and those requirements are met here. 

1. MILCSA Imposes A Mandatory Trust Obligation When Its 
Requirements Are Satisfied 

The Secretary’s duty to accept the Parcel in trust for the benefit of the Tribe is mandatory 

under Section 108(f) of MILCSA. 

Congress enacted MILCSA in 1997 to settle land claims brought against the United 

States by a number of Ottawa and Chippewa tribes in Michigan, including the Sault Tribe, and to 

distribute the judgment funds found to be owing to the tribes.  MILCSA’s stated purpose is “to 

provide for the fair and equitable division of [Indian Claims Commission] judgment funds 

among the beneficiaries and to provide the opportunity for the tribes to develop plans for the use 

or distribution of their share of the funds.”  MILCSA § 102(b).   

Section 108 of MILCSA applies exclusively to the Sault Tribe.  There, Congress directed 

the Tribe, through its Board of Directors, to establish a trust fund—the “Self-Sufficiency 

Fund”—into which the Tribe’s share of the judgment funds would be transferred.  MILCSA 

§ 108(a)(1).  Congress further specified that the Sault Tribe’s Board “shall be the trustee of the 
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Self-Sufficiency Fund and shall administer the Fund in accordance with the provisions of this 

section.”  Id. § 108(a)(2). 

Once established, the Self-Sufficiency Fund may be used for purposes defined in 

Sections 108(b) and 108(c).  As relevant here, MILCSA permits the Tribe to expend the “interest 

or other income of the Self-Sufficiency Fund” in the following ways: 

(1) as an addition to the principal of the Fund;  

(2) as a dividend to tribal members;  

(3) as a per capita payment to some group or category of tribal members designated by 

the board of directors;  

(4) for educational, social welfare, health, cultural, or charitable purposes which 

benefit the members of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe; or  

(5) for consolidation or enhancement of tribal lands.    

MILCSA § 108(c).  The decision to expend funds for these purposes is vested exclusively in the 

Tribe’s Board of Directors and is not subject to the review or approval of the Secretary.  See 

id.§ 108(e)(2).  Finally, Section108(f) provides: 

Any lands acquired using amounts from interest or other income of the Self-

Sufficiency Fund shall be held in trust by the Secretary for the benefit of the 

tribe. 

Id. § 108(f) (emphasis added). 

Under these unambiguous statutory provisions, the Secretary must take lands into trust 

for the benefit of the Tribe when—as here—the Tribe uses interest or other income of the Self-

Sufficiency Fund to acquire lands for the purposes set forth in Section 108(c), including the 

“consolidation or enhancement of tribal lands.”  See, e.g., Lopez v. Davis, 531 U.S. 230, 241 

(2001) (contrasting “may” and “shall” and observing that “Congress use[s] ‘shall’ to impose 

discretionless obligations”). 

The Office of the Solicitor has not previously issued a written determination that Section 

108(f) mandates that the Secretary take lands into trust when purchased with interest or income 

from the Self-Sufficiency Fund.  However, the Solicitor considered other provisions of 

MILCSA, pertaining to the Bay Mills Indian Community, in a letter to the National Indian 

Gaming Commission dated December 21, 2010 (“Bay Mills Op.”).  In that opinion, the Solicitor 

recognized that because Section 108(f) requires that lands “shall be held in trust by the 
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Secretary,” it “call[s] for a mandatory trust acquisition.”  Bay Mills Op. 12.
2
  The Solicitor 

further explained that the same phrase (“shall be held in trust”) appeared in the Bay Mills-

specific portions of a draft bill before the House Committee on Resources but that this 

“mandatory trust language” was replaced in the final bill at the request of the Department of the 

Interior.  Id. at 9-10; see also id. at 13-14 (“Had Congress retained its original [‘shall be held in 

trust’] language, the [Bay Mills] Tribe would have had a strong argument that any lands 

purchased … would have been subject to mandatory trust acquisition.”). 

The Solicitor was correct that the phrase “shall be held in trust” is “mandatory trust 

language.”  Bay Mills Op. 9; see also DOI, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Acquisition of Title to Land 

Held in Fee or Restricted Fee 8 (2008) (first edition of Fee-to-Trust Handbook) (under 

MILCSA, “the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians [is] authorized to use a portion of the 

judgment fund for the consolidation and enhancement of tribal landholdings,” and “[t]he 

Secretary is authorized and required to hold any such land” as directed by the statute, including 

the requirement “that any lands acquired using any interest or income from the Self-Sufficiency 

Fund shall be held in trust” (emphasis added)).  The phrase “shall be held in trust” creates a non-

discretionary duty for the Secretary to take land into trust when the provisions of MILCSA are 

satisfied.  A contrary reading would render this language superfluous, because the Secretary 

already has discretionary authority under other statutes to take lands acquired by the Tribe into 

trust.  See, e.g., Indian Reorganization Act § 5, 25 U.S.C. § 465; see also, e.g., Corley v. United 

States, 556 U.S. 303, 315 (2009) (rejecting government’s proposed construction as “at odds with 

one of the most basic interpretive canons, that ‘[a] statute should be construed so that effect is 

given to all its provisions, so that no part will be inoperative or superfluous’”). 

2. MILCSA’s Requirements Are Satisfied Here 

The requirements of MILCSA have been satisfied with respect to the Parcel, thus 

triggering the mandatory duty to take the Parcel into trust under MILCSA § 108(f).First, when 

the lands are taken into trust, the Board’s Resolution directs that the acquisition be completed 

using interest or income of the Self-Sufficiency Fund.  See Ex. 1 (Purchase Agreement); Ex. 3 

(Tribal Resolutions); Ex. 6 (Affidavit of Sault Tribe CFO William Connolly).  Second, the 

Tribe’s Board of Directors has determined that acquiring the Parcel satisfies the purposes for 

which income or interest of the Self-Sufficiency Fund must be used, including “consolidation or 

enhancement of tribal lands.”  MILCSA § 108(c)(5).  The authority to make such a 

determination is vested exclusively with the Board.  Id. § 108(e)(2). 

The terms “consolidation” and “enhancement” are not defined in MILCSA.  Absent a 

statutory definition, they should be given their plain and ordinary meaning.  See, e.g., Ransom v. 

                                            
2
  The Solicitor speculated, without explanation, that this language may have been “a mistake by 

Congress.”  Bay Mills Op. 12.  However, as the Solicitor herself points out, the original version 

of MILCSA contained “no explicit language relating to land acquisition.”  Id. at 11.  The later 

addition of such language indicates that Congress’ action was intentional, as does Congress’ 

retention of this language despite the Department’s express opposition to it. 
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FIA Card Servs., N.A., 131 S. Ct. 716, 724 (2011).  In ordinary usage, “enhance” means “[t]o 

make greater” or “augment.”  American Heritage Dictionary 611 (3d ed. 1996); see also 

Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary375 (1979) (defining “enhance” as “to make greater”).  To 

“consolidate” means to “reinforce or strengthen []one’s position” or “combine (a number of 

things) into a single more effective or coherent whole.”  New Oxford American Dictionary 363 

(2d ed. 2005); see also Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary 240 (defining “consolidate” as “to 

make firm or secure” or “to join together into one whole”). 

Acquisition of the Parcel will be an “enhancement” of the Tribe’s existing land base 

because it will augment that land base by increasing the total land possessed by the Tribe.  Both 

in quantity and quality, the Tribe’s current lands are inadequate to support its more than 40,000 

members, as explained in more detail below.  That problem is pronounced in the Lower 

Peninsula, where more than 14,000 members of the Tribe reside.  Because Section 108(c)(5) is 

disjunctive—requiring that funds be used for “consolidation or enhancement of tribal lands”—an 

acquisition using income or interest that is judged by the Board to be an enhancement of tribal 

lands satisfies the provisions of MILCSA and triggers the Secretary’s mandatory duty to take the 

lands into trust.
3
 

In her prior opinion, the Solicitor considered similar but not identical language elsewhere 

in MILCSA, which permits the Bay Mills Indian Community to use certain funds for 

“improvements on tribal land or the consolidation and enhancement of tribal landholdings.”  Bay 

Mills Op. 4 (quoting MILCSA § 107(a)(3)) (emphasis added).  The Solicitor acknowledged that 

these terms should be given their ordinary meaning.  Id.  She understood the ordinary meaning of 

“consolidate” to be “unite (various units) into one mass or body,” and she concluded that the 

acquisition in question would not “unite” Bay Mills’ landholdings because the tribe owned no 

other lands near the newly acquired lands.  Id. at 4-5 (noting specifically that Bay Mills owned 

no other fee lands nearby).  Because the Bay Mills language is conjunctive—requiring both 

consolidation and enhancement, in contrast to MILCSA § 108(c)(5), which applies exclusively to 

the Sault Tribe—the Solicitor did not need to consider whether the acquisition would be an 

“enhancement” of Bay Mills’ landholdings.  See id. at 5-6.  But she expressed her “belie[f]” that 

the acquisition in question also would not be an “enhancement” of Bay Mills’ tribal landholdings 

because “the term enhancement of tribal landholdings means that any Land Trust purchase must 

somehow enhance (i.e., make greater the value or attractiveness [of]) some other tribal 

landholding already in existence,” and the site at issue was “very far from all other tribal 

landholdings.”  Id. at 6. 

                                            
3
  Even so, in the Board’s judgment, acquisition of the Parcel will also be a “consolidation” of 

the Tribe’s lands, specifically its existing 7 acres in Huron Charter Township.  The acquisition 

will permit the Tribe to combine its existing Huron Charter Township lands into a more coherent 

and effective geographic base from which to provide necessary tribal services to the many 

members of the Tribe who now reside in southeastern Michigan. 
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Respectfully, that atextual construction of “enhancement” should not be carried over to 

Section 108(c)(5) of the statute.  Nothing in the phrase “enhancement of tribal lands” suggests an 

implied requirement that the newly acquired lands be closely proximate to or increase the value 

of a specific preexisting tribal landholding.  Subsection 108(c)(5) refers to the “enhancement of 

tribal lands” generally, not to enhancement of a specific parcel of land, and is thus most naturally 

read simply to require that the tribe’s landholdings, viewed collectively, be increased.  Had 

Congress intended to require that newly acquired lands augment the value or attractiveness of a 

specific preexisting landholding, it would have said so.  Furthermore, the Solicitor read 

“consolidation” in the Bay Mills-specific portion of MILCSA to have a geographic proximity 

requirement (Bay Mills Op. 4); reading a similar proximity requirement into “enhancement” 

would collapse the distinction between those two terms, rendering one or the other superfluous.  

See Michigan v. Bay Mills Indian Community, No. 10-CV-1273, slip op. 3, 10-11 (W.D. Mich. 

Mar. 29, 2011) (distinguishing between consolidation and enhancement and finding that 

acquisition of parcel more than 100 miles from existing Bay Mills tribal lands “is an 

enhancement of tribal landholdings, as the additional land augmented, or made greater, the total 

land possessed by Bay Mills”), rev’d on other grounds, 695 F.3d 406 (6th Cir. 2012), aff’d, No. 

12-515 (U.S. May 27, 2014).  Finally, even if “enhancement” were ambiguous (which it is not) 

and could be read as the Solicitor suggests, any statutory ambiguity should be resolved in favor 

of the Tribe under the Indian canon of construction.  See, e.g., Montana v. Blackfeet Tribe, 471 

U.S. 759, 766 (1985).   

Nevertheless, acquisition of the Parcel would satisfy even the Solicitor’s narrow reading 

of “enhancement,” because it would increase the value of the Tribe’s existing landholdings 

throughout Michigan.  Once the parcel is acquired in trust, the Tribe anticipates that it will 

generate revenues that will be used to improve, restore, or otherwise increase the usefulness or 

value of the Tribe’s existing lands.  In addition to providing revenues to improve existing lands, 

the proximity of the Parcel to the Tribe’s Huron Charter Township lands will make the latter 

more valuable to the Tribe because the Tribe will have a combined larger land base on which 

tribal activities can take place, facilitating the delivery of services to the thousands of enrolled 

members who reside in southeastern Michigan. 

Many tribal members have moved to the southern portion of the State to seek 

employment opportunities, often as the direct result of relocation efforts sponsored by the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs.  Many of those members are in serious need of tribal services and employment 

opportunities.  The Parcel, particularly taken together with other tribal lands located nearby, will 

provide both economic means and a geographic base to enable the Tribe to address the health, 

educational, welfare, and cultural needs of these members.  At the present time, the Tribe lacks 

the resources to provide any meaningful direct services to the thousands of its tribal members 

who live in southeastern Michigan and in other downstate communities.  Commercial 

development of the land will also enhance the Tribe’s economic self-sufficiency, which is the 

express, eponymous purpose of the Self-Sufficiency Fund and which is a shared priority of both 

the Tribe and the federal government in this time of declining federal resources.  See also H.R. 
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Rep. 105-352, at 8 (1997) (statute “provides for the creation and operation of a self-sufficiency 

fund by the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe”). 

Given these anticipated benefits, the acquisition is also independently justified under 

Section 108(c)(4) of MILCSA as an expenditure for “educational, social welfare, health, cultural, 

or charitable purposes which benefit members of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe.”  The acquisition of 

the Parcel will provide a land base for the thousands of tribal members who live in southeastern 

Michigan and other downstate communities, will facilitate the delivery of services to those tribal 

members, will generate revenues necessary for the provision of social services, and will create 

hundreds of jobs for those members.  The Tribal Board of Directors was well aware of these 

ramifications when it authorized the purchase of the Parcel.  See Ex. 3 (Tribal Resolution) 

(mandating that portions of the revenues generated from the land be set aside to support specific 

social programs for elders, scholarships, and other social welfare purposes, to serve and benefit 

its membership in southeastern Michigan). 

III. CONCLUSION 

The Tribe requests that the Secretary promptly accept the Parcel in trust, as required by 

Section 108(f) of MILCSA. 

 

 

Contact: 

John Wernet 

General Counsel 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 

423 Ashmun St. 

Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783 

Main: 906-635-6050 

Direct: 906-635-8638 

Email: jwernet@saulttribe.net

Ex. II, p.10

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 11 of 56



 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 1 

PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

 

  

Ex. II, p.11

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 12 of 56



Ex. II, p.12

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 13 of 56



Ex. II, p.13

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 14 of 56



Ex. II, p.14

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 15 of 56



Ex. II, p.15

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 16 of 56



Ex. II, p.16

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 17 of 56



Ex. II, p.17

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 18 of 56



Ex. II, p.18

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 19 of 56



Ex. II, p.19

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 20 of 56



Ex. II, p.20

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 21 of 56



Ex. II, p.21

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 22 of 56



Ex. II, p.22

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 23 of 56



Ex. II, p.23

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 24 of 56



Ex. II, p.24

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 25 of 56



 

 

 

 

 EXHIBIT 2  

TITLE COMMITMENT AND PROPOSED WARRANTY DEED 

 

 

 

  

Ex. II, p.25

Case 1:18-cv-02035-TNM   Document 1-2   Filed 08/30/18   Page 26 of 56



 

Policy or Policies issued pursuant to this commitment are underwritten by: 
 

First American Title Insurance Company 

SCHEDULE A 
Commitment No.:   653223   

2014      Patty Meadows  
  

Revision A  Date Printed: March 24, 2014 

  
1. Effective Date:  December 11, 2013 @ 8:00 AM 
  

  
  
2. Policy or Policies to be issued:   Policy Amount 

 (a)  ALTA Owners Policy (6-17-06)              $1,000,000.00 
  
   

Proposed Insured: 
 The Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians, a federally recognized Indian Tribe 
  

  
  
 Policy or Policies to be issued:  Policy Amount 

 (b)  ALTA Loan Policy (6-17-06)                               
  
   

Proposed Insured: 
  

  

  
3. The Fee Simple interest in the land described in this Commitment is owned, at the Commitment Date, by: 

 Sibley Investors, LLC, a Michigan limited liability company 
  

  
4. The land referred to in this Commitment, situated in the County of Wayne, Township of Huron, State of Michigan, 

is described as follows:  
  
  

(SEE EXHIBIT A LEGAL DESCRIPTION) 
  

Vacant & 36330 Huron River Drive, 36181 Sibley Road New Boston MI  
  
  

 

 Issued By:  First American Title Insurance Company  
For questions regarding this commitment contact; 
(248)540-4102 or fax to (866)550-1079 
100 Bloomfield Hills Parkway, Suite 195  
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 
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First American Title Insurance Company 
100 Bloomfield Hills Parkway 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

Schedule B � Section I 
REQUIREMENTS 

Commitment No.:  653223  

General Requirements 
The following requirements must be met: 

a. Payment of the full consideration to, or for the account of, the grantors or mortgagors should be made.  
b. Payment of all taxes, charges, assessments, levied and assessed against subject premises, which are due 

and payable should be made. 
c. Pay us the premiums, fees and charges for the policy. 
d. You must tell us in writing the name of anyone not referred to in this Commitment who will receive an 

interest in the land or who will make a loan on the land.  We may make additional requirements or 
exceptions. 

e. Submit completed Owner's Estoppel/Affidavit/ALTA Statement on the form provided by this company and 
signed by or on behalf of all owners. 

Specific Requirements  
  
Documents satisfactory to us creating the interest in the land and/or mortgage to be insured must be signed, delivered 
and recorded: 
  

1. Discharge(s) of the Mortgage(s) excepted on Schedule B - Section II. In the event any lien to be 
paid, satisfied and released of record is an Equity Line or Future Advance Mortgage, we require a 
written payoff request authorized and signed by the Mortgagor to the Lender requesting the 
payoff amount and instructing the Lender, upon receipt of the request, to freeze the account, 
make no further advances and to record a Discharge of Mortgage upon receipt of payoff 
funds. Prior to or at closing, submit an Affidavit by seller attesting that seller has made no 
withdrawals by check, draft, electronic transfer or otherwise that would increase the balance due 
since the provision of a payoff amount for the account. 

2. Submit a copy of the operating agreement of Sibley Investors, LLC, a Michigan limited liability 
Company. Further requirements may be made upon review of the operating agreement. 

3. Provide satisfactory evidence of the authority of the person or persons authorized to execute the 
Deed on behalf of Sibley Investors, LLC, a Michigan limited liability company. 

4. Warranty Deed from owner named on Schedule A to the party to be insured. 

5. Application has been made for the issuance of Owner's policy without standard exceptions. such 
policy will be issued upon receipt of the following:   

 a) A fully executed Owner's affidavit which evidences there has been no work completed on the 
property within the last 90 days or, if work has been completed, a final sworn statement satisfactory 
to First American Title Insurance Company. Full unconditional waivers of lien must accompany such 
affidavit; and 

 b) An ALTA/ACSM survey or other survey satisfactory to First American Title Insurance Company which 
is certified to First American Title Insurance Company and the underwriter named in this 
commitment.  Additional exceptions will be made for any easements, encroachments or other 
matters which may be disclosed by the survey. 

  

6. Evidence satisfactory to the Company that Sault Ste Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians (�Tribe�) 
has granted, in accordance with tribal law a limited waiver of sovereign immunity which 
encompasses the proposed transaction and confirms that the Tribe does not prohibit title insurers 
from doing business on Indian lands or regulate the business of title insurance.  
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First American Title Insurance Company 
100 Bloomfield Hills Parkway 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304 

Schedule B � Section II 
EXCEPTIONS 

Commitment No.:  653223  

Schedule B of the policy or policies to be issued will contain exceptions to the following matters unless the same are 
disposed of to the satisfaction of the Company: 
  
Defects, liens encumbrances adverse claims or other matters, if any, created, first appearing in the public records or 
attaching subsequent to the effective date hereof but prior to the date the Proposed Insured acquires for value of record 
the estate or interest or mortgage thereon covered by this Commitment. 
  
Part One: General Exceptions 
Any policy we issue will have the following exceptions unless they are taken care of to our satisfaction: 
  

1. Rights or claims of parties in possession not shown by the public records. 
2. Encroachments, overlaps, boundary line disputes, or other matters which would be disclosed by an accurate 
survey and inspection of the premises. 
3. Easements, or claims of easements, not shown by the public records. 
4. Any lien, or right to a lien, for services, labor or material heretofore or hereafter furnished, imposed by law and 
not shown on the public records. 
5. Taxes or special assessments which are not shown as existing liens by the public records. 

Part Two: Specific Exceptions   

  

1. Mortgage in the original amount of $950,000.00 executed by Sibley Investors, LLC, a Michigan 
limited liability company to Robert E. Cseplo, dated August 15, 2013, recorded August 30, 2013, 
in Liber 51037, page 504, as to both Parcels. 

2. Terms and Conditions contained in Warranty Deed as disclosed by instrument recorded in Liber 
23991, page 447, as to both Parcels. 

3. Highway Easement Release in favor of the State of Michigan and the Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions contained in instrument recorded in Liber 16480, page 784, Register #F237577, as 
to Parcel 1. 

4. No direct rights of ingress and egress from and between I-275 Highway as disclosed by 
instrument recorded in Liber 16480, page 792, Register #F237583, as to Parcel 1.  

5. No direct rights of ingress and egress from and between I-275 Highway as disclosed by 
instrument recorded in Liber 16795, page 646, Register #F322889, as to Parcel 2.  

6. Terms and Conditions contained in Easement for Ingress and Egress as disclosed by instrument 
recorded in Liber 33044, page 190, as to Parcel 2. 

7. Terms and Conditions contained in Signage Easement as disclosed by instrument recorded in 
Liber 33044, page 198, as to Parcel 2. 

8. Detroit Edison Underground Easement (Right of Way) in favor of The Detroit Edison Company 
and the Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions contained in instrument recorded in Liber 36006, 
page 409, as to both Parcels. 

9. Rights of the railroad company servicing the railroad siding located on insured premises in and to 
the ties, rails and other properties constituting the railroad siding or in and to the use thereof, 
and also rights of others thereto entitled in and to the use thereof. 
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10. Any rights, title interest or claim thereof to that portion of the land taken, used or granted for 
streets, roads or highways.  

11. Rights of tenants, if any, under any unrecorded leases. 

12. Lien for outstanding water or sewer charges, if any. 

13. All Taxes paid to and including 2012 
2013 Summer Taxes PAID in the amount of $2,033.77  
2013 Winter Taxes DUE in the amount of $695.21  
Tax Item No. 75-032-99-0006-000, as to Parcel 1 

14. All Taxes paid to and including 2012 
2013 Summer Taxes PAID in the amount of $5,542.26  
2013 Winter Taxes DUE in the amount of $1,894.56  
Tax Item No. 75-032-99-0007-000, as to Parcel 1 

15. All Taxes paid to and including 2012 
2013 Summer Taxes PAID in the amount of $53,502.40  
2013 Winter Taxes DUE in the amount of $18,289.51  
Tax Item No. 75-029-99-0023-000, as to Parcel 1 

16. All Taxes paid to and including 2012 
2013 Summer Taxes PAID in the amount of $12,919.81  
2013 Winter Taxes DUE in the amount of $4,463.16  
Tax Item No. 75-029-99-0014-000, as to Parcel 2 

NOTE:  If subject property is connected to public/community water or sewer, furnish a copy of 
the current bill to First American Title Insurance Company showing that all charges have been 
paid to date or the Policy to be issued will include an exception on Schedule B for water and 
sewer charges which became a lien prior to the date of the Policy. 

=
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EXHIBIT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
File No.: 653223  

The land referred to in this Commitment, situated in the County of Wayne, Township of Huron, State of Michigan, is 
described as follows: 

PARCEL 1: 
Part of the Northwest, Northeast, Southwest and Southeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, Huron 
Township, Wayne County, Michigan described as follows: Commencing at an iron pipe found at the Southwest corner of 
the Northeast 1/4 of said Section 8; thence South 88 degrees 15 minutes 46 seconds East 1310.78 feet along the South 
line of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set at the true Point of Beginning; thence South 88 
degrees 15 minutes 46 seconds East 144.59 feet continuing along said South line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; 
thence South 49 degrees 38 minutes 39 seconds West 1053.68 feet to a PK nail set on the centerline of Huron River 
Drive; thence North 40 degrees 41 minutes 16 seconds West 35.04 feet along said centerline of Huron River Drive to a PK 
nail set at a point of curve; thence on a curve to the left having a radius of 812.50 feet, through a central angle of 29 
degrees 33 minutes 23 seconds and having a chord of North 55 degrees 27 minutes 57 seconds West, 414.50 feet for an 
arc distance of 419.13 feet continuing along said centerline to a PK nail set at a point of tangency; thence North 70 
degrees 14 minutes 39 seconds West 330.87 feet continuing along said centerline to a PK nail set on the East Right-of-
Way line of the C.S.X. Railroad; thence North 00 degrees 06 minutes 17 seconds West 1622.37 feet along said East Right-
of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the South line of land owned by the State of Michigan; thence South 89 
degrees 31 minutes 39 seconds East 1271.42 feet to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West Right-of-Way line of I-
275; thence South 16 degrees 19 minutes 46 seconds East 145.98 feet along said Right-of-Way to a 5/8 inch capped iron 
rod set; thence South 04 degrees 47 minutes 14 seconds East 299.42 feet continuing along said Right-of-Way line to a 
5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 08 degrees 49 minutes 10 seconds East 51.19 feet continuing along said 
Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West line of land owned by The Michigan State Highway 
Commission; thence South 00 degrees 34 minutes West 809.59 feet along said West line to the Point of Beginning. 
 
Tax Item No(s): 
75-032-99-0006-000 
75-032-99-0007-000 
75-029-99-0023-000 
 
PARCEL 2: 
Part of the Northwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, Huron Township, Wayne 
County, Michigan, described as follows: Commencing at an iron pipe found at the Northwest corner of said Northeast 1/4 
of Section 8; thence South 89 degrees 57 minutes 11 seconds East 45.70 feet along the North line of said Northeast 1/4 
of Section 8 and the centerline of Sibley Road to a point; thence South 00 degrees 04 minutes 23 seconds East 75.00 feet 
parallel with the West line of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the South Right-of-Way 
line of Sibley Road and the East Right-of-Way line of C.S.X. Railroad for a Point of Beginning; thence South 89 degrees 57 
minutes 11 seconds East 369.52 feet along said South Right-of-Way Line being 75 feet South of and parallel with the 
North line of the Northeast 1/4 of said Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West Right-of-Way line I-275; 
thence South 44 degrees 57 minutes 11 seconds East 183.85 feet along said West Right-of-Way Line to a 5/8 inch capped 
iron rod set; thence South 00 degrees 02 minutes 49 seconds West 216.88 feet continuing along said Right-of-Way line to 
a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 25 degrees 27 minutes 13 seconds East 221.49 feet continuing along said 
Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 50 degrees 57 minutes 14 seconds East 210.70 feet 
continuing along said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West line of land owned by the Michigan 
State Highway Commission; thence South 00 degrees 01 minutes 32 seconds East 543.07 feet along said West line to a 
5/8 inch capped iron rod set at the Southwest corner of said land owned by the Michigan State Highway Commission; 
thence North 89 degrees 31 minutes 39 seconds West 802.49 feet to the West line of said Northeast 114 of Section 8 
(1/2 inch Iron Pipe found 0.24 feet West); thence North 00 degrees 04 minutes 23 seconds West 427.72 feet along said 
West line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the East Right-of-Way line of the C.S.X. Railroad; thence North 35 degrees 
39 minutes 23 seconds East 74.25 feet along said East Right-of-Way line to a 1/2 inch iron rod found; thence North 00 
degrees 06 minutes 41 seconds East 728.42 feet continuing along said East Right-of-Way line to the Point of Beginning. 
 
PARCEL 2 ALSO DESCRIBED FOR TAX PURPOSES AS FOLLOWS: 
Part of the Northwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, Huron Township, Wayne 
County, Michigan, described as: Beginning at a point on the South line of Sibley Road distant North 88 degrees 48 
minutes East 45.70 feet and South 01 degrees 11 minutes East 60 feet from the North 1/4 corner of Section 8 and 
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proceeding thence North 88 degrees 48 minutes East along said South line 757.78 feet; thence South 01 degrees 01 
minutes East 1237.69 feet; thence South 89 degrees 34 minutes West 802.49 feet to the North and South 1/4 line of 
Section 8; thence North 01 degrees 14 minutes 30 seconds West along said line, 423.10 feet; thence North 35 degrees 44 
minutes East 75.00 feet; thence North 01 degrees 11 minutes West 743.80 feet to the Point of Beginning, EXCEPT the 
Northeasterly 3.60 acres thereof, acquired by Michigan State Highway Department. 
 
Tax Item No. 75-029-99-0014-000 
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Commitment for Title Insurance  
FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY.  
First American Title Insurance Company, a California corporation ("Company"), for a valuable consideration, commits to 
issue its policy or policies of title insurance, as identified in Schedule A, in favor of the Proposed Insured named in 
Schedule A, as owner or mortgagee of the estate or interest in the land described or referred to in Schedule A, upon 
payment of the premiums and charges and compliance with the Requirements; all subject to the provisions of Schedules 
A and B and to the Conditions of this Commitment.  
  
This Commitment shall be effective only when the identity of the Proposed Insured and the amount of the policy or 
policies committed for have been inserted in Schedule A by the Company.  
  
All liability and obligation under this Commitment shall cease and terminate six (6) months after the effective Date or 
when the policy or policies committed for shall issue, whichever first occurs, provided that the failure to issue the policy or 
policies is not the fault of the Company.  
  
The Company will provide a sample of the policy form upon request.  
  

 
CONDITIONS: 

1. The term mortgage, when used herein, shall include deed of trust, trust deed, or other security instrument.  
2. If the proposed Insured has or acquired actual knowledge of any defect, lien, encumbrance, adverse claim of other matter affecting the estate or 

interest or mortgage thereon covered by this Commitment other than those shown in Schedule B hereof, and shall fail to disclose such knowledge to 
the Company in writing, the Company shall be relieved from liability for any loss or damage resulting from any act of reliance hereon to the extent the 
Company is prejudiced by failure to so disclose such knowledge.  If the proposed Insured shall disclose such knowledge to the Company, or if the 
Company otherwise acquires actual knowledge of any such defect, lien, encumbrance, adverse claim or other matter, the Company at its option may 
amend Schedule B of this Commitment accordingly, but such amendment shall not relieve the Company from liability previously incurred pursuant to 
paragraph 3 of these Conditions and Stipulations.  

3. Liability of the Company under this Commitment shall be only to the named proposed Insured and such parties included under the definition of Insured 
in the form of policy or policies committed for and only for actual loss incurred in reliance hereon in undertaking in good faith (a) to comply with the 
requirements hereof, or (b) to eliminate exceptions shown in Schedule B, or (c) to acquire or create the estate or interest or mortgage thereon covered 
by this Commitment.  In no event shall such liability exceed the amount stated in Schedule A for the policy or policies committed for and such liability is 
subject to the insuring provisions and Conditions and Stipulations and the Exclusions from Coverage of the form of policy or policies committed for in 
favor of the proposed Insured which are hereby incorporated by reference and are made a part of this Commitment except as expressly modified 
herein.  

4. This Commitment is a contract to issue one or more title insurance policies and is not an abstract of title or a report of the condition of title.  Any action 
or actions or rights of action that the proposed Insured may have or may bring against the Company arising out of the status of the title to the estate 
or interest or the status of the mortgage thereon covered by this Commitment must be based on and are subject to the provisions of this Commitment.  

5. The policy to be issued contains an arbitration clause.  All arbitrable matters when the Amount of Insurance is $2,000,000 or less shall be arbitrated at 
the option of either the Company or the Insured as the exclusive remedy of the parties.  You may review a copy of the arbitration rules at 
http://www.alta.org/. 

  
Issued by: First American Title Insurance Company 
100 Bloomfield Hills Parkway, Suite 195 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 
Ph: (248)540-4102 or Fax to: (866)550-1079 
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Privacy Information  
We Are Committed to Safeguarding Customer Information 
In order to better serve your needs now and in the future, we may ask you to provide us with certain information. We understand that you may be concerned about what we will do with such 
information - particularly any personal or financial information. We agree that you have a right to know how we will utilize the personal information you provide to us. Therefore, together with our 
subsidiaries we have adopted this Privacy Policy to govern the use and handling of your personal information. 
 
Applicability 
This Privacy Policy governs our use of the information that you provide to us. It does not govern the manner in which we may use information we have obtained from any other source, such as 
information obtained from a public record or from another person or entity. First American has also adopted broader guidelines that govern our use of personal information regardless of its source. 
First American calls these guidelines its Fair Information Values. 
 
Types of Information 
Depending upon which of our services you are utilizing, the types of nonpublic personal information that we may collect include: 

• Information we receive from you on applications, forms and in other communications to us, whether in writing, in person, by telephone or any other means;  
• Information about your transactions with us, our affiliated companies, or others; and  
• Information we receive from a consumer reporting agency.  

Use of Information 
We request information from you for our own legitimate business purposes and not for the benefit of any nonaffiliated party. Therefore, we will not release your information to nonaffiliated parties 
except: (1) as necessary for us to provide the product or service you have requested of us; or (2) as permitted by law. We may, however, store such information indefinitely, including the period 
after which any customer relationship has ceased. Such information may be used for any internal purpose, such as quality control efforts or customer analysis. We may also provide all of the types of 
nonpublic personal information listed above to one or more of our affiliated companies. Such affiliated companies include financial service providers, such as title insurers, property and casualty 
insurers, and trust and investment advisory companies, or companies involved in real estate services, such as appraisal companies, home warranty companies and escrow companies. Furthermore, 
we may also provide all the information we collect, as described above, to companies that perform marketing services on our behalf, on behalf of our affiliated companies or to other financial 
institutions with whom we or our affiliated companies have joint marketing agreements. 
 
Former Customers 
Even if you are no longer our customer, our Privacy Policy will continue to apply to you. 
 
Confidentiality and Security 
We will use our best efforts to ensure that no unauthorized parties have access to any of your information. We restrict access to nonpublic personal information about you to those individuals and 
entities who need to know that information to provide products or services to you. We will use our best efforts to train and oversee our employees and agents to ensure that your information will be 
handled responsibly and in accordance with this Privacy Policy and First American's Fair Information Values. We currently maintain physical, electronic, and procedural safeguards that comply with 
federal regulations to guard your nonpublic personal information. 
 
Information Obtained Through Our Web Site 
First American Financial Corporation is sensitive to privacy issues on the Internet. We believe it is important you know how we treat the information about you we receive on the Internet. 
In general, you can visit First American or its affiliates� Web sites on the World Wide Web without telling us who you are or revealing any information about yourself. Our Web servers collect the 
domain names, not the e-mail addresses, of visitors. This information is aggregated to measure the number of visits, average time spent on the site, pages viewed and similar information. First 
American uses this information to measure the use of our site and to develop ideas to improve the content of our site. 
There are times, however, when we may need information from you, such as your name and email address. When information is needed, we will use our best efforts to let you know at the time of 
collection how we will use the personal information. Usually, the personal information we collect is used only by us to respond to your inquiry, process an order or allow you to access specific 
account/profile information. If you choose to share any personal information with us, we will only use it in accordance with the policies outlined above. 
 
Business Relationships 
First American Financial Corporation's site and its affiliates' sites may contain links to other Web sites. While we try to link only to sites that share our high standards and respect for privacy, we are 
not responsible for the content or the privacy practices employed by other sites. 
 
Cookies 
Some of First American's Web sites may make use of "cookie" technology to measure site activity and to customize information to your personal tastes. A cookie is an element of data that a Web site 
can send to your browser, which may then store the cookie on your hard drive. 
FirstAm.com uses stored cookies. The goal of this technology is to better serve you when visiting our site, save you time when you are here and to provide you with a more meaningful and 
productive Web site experience. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fair Information Values 
Fairness We consider consumer expectations about their privacy in all our businesses. We only offer products and services that assure a favorable balance between consumer benefits and consumer 
privacy. 
Public Record We believe that an open public record creates significant value for society, enhances consumer choice and creates consumer opportunity. We actively support an open public record 
and emphasize its importance and contribution to our economy. 
Use We believe we should behave responsibly when we use information about a consumer in our business. We will obey the laws governing the collection, use and dissemination of data. 
Accuracy We will take reasonable steps to help assure the accuracy of the data we collect, use and disseminate. Where possible, we will take reasonable steps to correct inaccurate information. 
When, as with the public record, we cannot correct inaccurate information, we will take all reasonable steps to assist consumers in identifying the source of the erroneous data so that the consumer 
can secure the required corrections. 
Education We endeavor to educate the users of our products and services, our employees and others in our industry about the importance of consumer privacy. We will instruct our employees on 
our fair information values and on the responsible collection and use of data. We will encourage others in our industry to collect and use information in a responsible manner. 
Security We will maintain appropriate facilities and systems to protect against unauthorized access to and corruption of the data we maintain. 

 Form 50-PRIVACY (9/1/10) Page 1 of 1 Privacy Information (2001-2010 First American Financial Corporation) 
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Exhibit 2b 

(Proposed)\ 

WARRANTY DEED 

The Grantor, Sibley Investors, LLC, a Michigan limited liability company, whose address is 3487 S. 

Linden Rd., Flint, Michigan 48507, conveys and warrants to the Grantee, the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 

Chippewa Indians of Michigan, a federally recognized Indian tribe organized pursuant to Section 16 of 

the Indian Reorganization Act, 25 U.S.C. § 476, the premises situated in the Charter Township of Huron, 

County of Wayne, State of Michigan, described as follows:  

(See Exhibit A Legal Description and property tax identification numbers) 

for the full consideration of [SEE REAL ESTATE TRANSFER TAX AFFIDAVIT] which Grantor has 

received and acknowledged to be sufficient, subject to easements, rights-of-way, restrictions and 

servitudes of record. 

The Grantor grants to the Grantee the right to make all of the divisions under Section 108 of the Land 

Division Act, Act No. 288 of the Public Acts of 1967. 

This property may be located within the vicinity of farmland or a farm operation. Generally accepted 

agricultural and management practices which may generate notice, dust, odors, and other associated 

conditions may be used and are protected by the Michigan Right to Farm Act. 

Dated this __ day of __________,2014. 

Signed by: 

Sibley Investors, LLC 

 

By:_______________________ 

Winfield L. Cooper III \ 

Its: Manager 

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 

    )ss. 

COUNTY OF WAYNE )  

 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ___  day of __________, 2014 by Winfield 

L. Cooper III, the Manager of Sibley Investors, LLC, a Michigan limited liability company, on behalf of 

the company. 

_____________________________ 

Notary Public 

Wayne County, Michigan 

My Commission expires: _______________ 

Acting in:__________________ 
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Drafted By and When Recorded Return to:  

John Wernet, Esq. 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 

Office of General Counsel  

523 Ashmun Street,  

Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783 

 

Send subsequent tax bills to: 

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 

Attn: William Connolly 

523 Ashmun Street,  

Sault Ste. Marie, MI  49783 

  

EXHIBIT A 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

The land referred to in this Commitment, situated in the County of Wayne, Charter Township of Huron, 

State of Michigan, is described as follows: 

 

PARCEL 1: 

Part of the Northwest, Northeast, Southwest and Southeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, 

Huron Township, Wayne County, Michigan described as follows: Commencing at an iron pipe found at 

the Southwest corner of the Northeast 1/4 of said Section 8; thence South 88 degrees 15 minutes 46 

seconds East 1310.78 feet along the South line of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron 

rod set at the true Point of Beginning; thence South 88 degrees 15 minutes 46 seconds East 144.59 feet 

continuing along said South line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 49 degrees 38 minutes 39 

seconds West 1053.68 feet to a PK nail set on the centerline of Huron River Drive; thence North 40 

degrees 41 minutes 16 seconds West 35.04 feet along said centerline of Huron River Drive to a PK nail 

set at a point of curve; thence on a curve to the left having a radius of 812.50 feet, through a central angle 

of 29 degrees 33 minutes 23 seconds and having a chord of North 55 degrees 27 minutes 57 seconds 

West, 414.50 feet for an arc distance of 419.13 feet continuing along said centerline to a PK nail set at a 

point of tangency; thence North 70 degrees 14 minutes 39 seconds West 330.87 feet continuing along said 

centerline to a PK nail set on the East Right-of-Way line of the C.S.X. Railroad; thence North 00 degrees 

06 minutes 17 seconds West 1622.37 feet along said East Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod 

set on the South line of land owned by the State of Michigan; thence South 89 degrees 31 minutes 39 

seconds East 1271.42 feet to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West Right-of-Way line of I-¬275; 

thence South 16 degrees 19 minutes 46 seconds East 145.98 feet along said Right-of-Way to a 5/8 inch 
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capped iron rod set; thence South 04 degrees 47 minutes 14 seconds East 299.42 feet continuing along 

said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 08 degrees 49 minutes 10 seconds 

East 51.19 feet continuing along said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West line 

of land owned by The Michigan State Highway Commission; thence South 00 degrees 34 minutes West 

809.59 feet along said West line to the Point of Beginning. 

Tax Item No(s): 

75-032-99-0006-000 

75-032-99-0007-000 

75-029-99-0023-000 

 

PARCEL 2: 

Part of the Northwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, Huron 

Township, Wayne County, Michigan, described as follows: Commencing at an Iron pipe found at the 

Northwest corner of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8; thence South 89 degrees 57 minutes 11 seconds East 

45.70 feet along the North line of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 and the centerline of Sibley Road to a 

point; thence South 00 degrees 04 minutes 23 seconds East 75.00 feet parallel with the West line of said 

Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the South Right-of-Way line of Sibley 

Road and the East Right-of-Way line of C.S.X. Railroad for a Point of Beginning; thence South 89 

degrees 57 minutes 11 seconds East 369.52 feet along said South Right-of-Way Line being 75 feet South 

of and parallel with the North line of the Northeast 1/4 of said Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set 

on the West Right-of-Way line 1-275; thence South 44 degrees 57 minutes 11 seconds East 183.85 feet 

along said West Right-of-Way Line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 00 degrees 02 minutes 

49 seconds West 216.88 feet continuing along said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; 

thence South 25 degrees 27 minutes 13 seconds East 221.49 feet continuing along said Right-of-Way line 

to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 50 degrees 57 minutes 14 seconds East 210.70 feet 

continuing along said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West line of land owned 

by the Michigan State Highway Commission; thence South 00 degrees 01 minutes 32 seconds East 

543.07 feet along said West line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set at the Southwest corner of said land 

owned by the Michigan State Highway Commission; thence North 89 degrees 31 minutes 39 seconds 

West 802.49 feet to the West line of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 (1/2 inch Iron Pipe found 0.24 feet 

West); thence North 00 degrees 04 minutes 23 seconds West 427.72 feet along said West line to a 5/8 

inch capped iron rod set on the East Right-of-Way line of the C.S.X, Railroad; thence North 35 degrees 

39 minutes 23 seconds East 74.25 feet along said East Right-of-Way line to a 1/2 inch iron rod found; 

thence North 00 degrees 06 minutes 41 seconds East 728.42 feet continuing along said East Right-of-Way 

line to the Point of Beginning. 

 

PARCEL 2 ALSO DESCRIBED FOR TAX PURPOSES AS FOLLOWS: 

Ex. II, p.36
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Part of the Northwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, Huron 

Township, Wayne County, Michigan, described as: Beginning at a point on the South line of Sibley Road 

distant North 88 degrees 48 minutes East 45.70 feet and South 01 degrees 11 minutes East 60 feet from 

the North 1/4 corner of Section 8 and proceeding thence North 88 degrees 48 minutes East along said 

South line 757.78 feet; thence South 01 degrees 01 minutes East 1237.69 feet; thence South 89 degrees 34 

minutes West 802.49 feet to the North and South 1/4 line of Section 8; thence North 01 degrees 14 

minutes 30 seconds West along said line, 423.10 feet; thence North 35 degrees 44 minutes East 75.00 

feet; thence North 01 degrees 11 minutes West 743.80 feet to the Point of Beginning, EXCEPT the 

Northeasterly 3.60 acres thereof, acquired by Michigan State Highway Department. 

Tax Item No. 75-029-99-0014-000 

Ex. II, p.37
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EXHIBIT 3 

TRIBAL RESOLUTION 2012-250: APPROVAL OF ASSIGNMENT OF PURCHASE 

AGREEMENT FROM SIBLEY INVESTORS, LLC AND AUTHORIZATION TO 

PURCHASE LAND IN HURON TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN USING INCOME FROM 

THE LAND SETTLEMENT TRUST FUND  

AND 

TRIBAL RESOLUTION 2013-138: APPROVAL OF ASSIGNMENT OF PURCHASE 

AGREEMENT TO SIBLEY INVESTORS, LLC. 
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EXHIBIT 4 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION TO AND SURVEY OF 

SAULT STE. MARIE TRIBE OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS’ 

MANDATORY TRUST PARCEL IN 

HURON CHARTER TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN 

 

  

Ex. II, p.45
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Exhibit 4a 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  

SAULT STE. MARIE TRIBE OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS’ 

MANDATORY TRUST PARCEL IN 

HURON CHARTER TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN 

 

The land referred to in this Commitment, situated in the County of Wayne, Charter Township of Huron, 

State of Michigan, is described as follows: 

PARCEL 1: 

Part of the Northwest, Northeast, Southwest and Southeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, 

Huron Township, Wayne County, Michigan described as follows: Commencing at an iron pipe found at 

the Southwest corner of the Northeast 1/4 of said Section 8; thence South 88 degrees 15 minutes 46 

seconds East 1310.78 feet along the South line of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron 

rod set at the true Point of Beginning; thence South 88 degrees 15 minutes 46 seconds East 144.59 feet 

continuing along said South line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 49 degrees 38 minutes 39 

seconds West 1053.68 feet to a PK nail set on the centerline of Huron River Drive; thence North 40 

degrees 41 minutes 16 seconds West 35.04 feet along said centerline of Huron River Drive to a PK nail 

set at a point of curve; thence on a curve to the left having a radius of 812.50 feet, through a central angle 

of 29 degrees 33 minutes 23 seconds and having a chord of North 55 degrees 27 minutes 57 seconds 

West, 414.50 feet for an arc distance of 419.13 feet continuing along said centerline to a PK nail set at a 

point of tangency; thence North 70 degrees 14 minutes 39 seconds West 330.87 feet continuing along said 

centerline to a PK nail set on the East Right-of-Way line of the C.S.X. Railroad; thence North 00 degrees 

06 minutes 17 seconds West 1622.37 feet along said East Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod 

set on the South line of land owned by the State of Michigan; thence South 89 degrees 31 minutes 39 

seconds East 1271.42 feet to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West Right-of-Way line of I-¬275; 

thence South 16 degrees 19 minutes 46 seconds East 145.98 feet along said Right-of-Way to a 5/8 inch 

capped iron rod set; thence South 04 degrees 47 minutes 14 seconds East 299.42 feet continuing along 

said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 08 degrees 49 minutes 10 seconds 

East 51.19 feet continuing along said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West line 

of land owned by The Michigan State Highway Commission; thence South 00 degrees 34 minutes West 

809.59 feet along said West line to the Point of Beginning. 

Tax Item No(s): 

75-032-99-0006-000 

75-032-99-0007-000 

75-029-99-0023-000 

Ex. II, p.46
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PARCEL 2: 

Part of the Northwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, Huron 

Township, Wayne County, Michigan, described as follows: Commencing at an Iron pipe found at the 

Northwest corner of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8; thence South 89 degrees 57 minutes 11 seconds East 

45.70 feet along the North line of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 and the centerline of Sibley Road to a 

point; thence South 00 degrees 04 minutes 23 seconds East 75.00 feet parallel with the West line of said 

Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the South Right-of-Way line of Sibley 

Road and the East Right-of-Way line of C.S.X. Railroad for a Point of Beginning; thence South 89 

degrees 57 minutes 11 seconds East 369.52 feet along said South Right-of-Way Line being 75 feet South 

of and parallel with the North line of the Northeast 1/4 of said Section 8 to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set 

on the West Right-of-Way line 1-275; thence South 44 degrees 57 minutes 11 seconds East 183.85 feet 

along said West Right-of-Way Line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 00 degrees 02 minutes 

49 seconds West 216.88 feet continuing along said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; 

thence South 25 degrees 27 minutes 13 seconds East 221.49 feet continuing along said Right-of-Way line 

to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set; thence South 50 degrees 57 minutes 14 seconds East 210.70 feet 

continuing along said Right-of-Way line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set on the West line of land owned 

by the Michigan State Highway Commission; thence South 00 degrees 01 minutes 32 seconds East 

543.07 feet along said West line to a 5/8 inch capped iron rod set at the Southwest corner of said land 

owned by the Michigan State Highway Commission; thence North 89 degrees 31 minutes 39 seconds 

West 802.49 feet to the West line of said Northeast 1/4 of Section 8 (1/2 inch Iron Pipe found 0.24 feet 

West); thence North 00 degrees 04 minutes 23 seconds West 427.72 feet along said West line to a 5/8 

inch capped iron rod set on the East Right-of-Way line of the C.S.X, Railroad; thence North 35 degrees 

39 minutes 23 seconds East 74.25 feet along said East Right-of-Way line to a 1/2 inch iron rod found; 

thence North 00 degrees 06 minutes 41 seconds East 728.42 feet continuing along said East Right-of-Way 

line to the Point of Beginning. 

 

PARCEL 2 ALSO DESCRIBED FOR TAX PURPOSES AS FOLLOWS: 

Part of the Northwest 1/4 of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 8, Town 4 South, Range 9 East, Huron 

Township, Wayne County, Michigan, described as: Beginning at a point on the South line of Sibley Road 

distant North 88 degrees 48 minutes East 45.70 feet and South 01 degrees 11 minutes East 60 feet from 

the North 1/4 corner of Section 8 and proceeding thence North 88 degrees 48 minutes East along said 

South line 757.78 feet; thence South 01 degrees 01 minutes East 1237.69 feet; thence South 89 degrees 34 

minutes West 802.49 feet to the North and South 1/4 line of Section 8; thence North 01 degrees 14 

minutes 30 seconds West along said line, 423.10 feet; thence North 35 degrees 44 minutes East 75.00 

feet; thence North 01 degrees 11 minutes West 743.80 feet to the Point of Beginning, EXCEPT the 

Northeasterly 3.60 acres thereof, acquired by Michigan State Highway Department. 

Tax Item No. 75-029-99-0014-000  
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EXHIBIT 5 

LOCATION MAP 
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EXHIBIT 6 

AFFIDAVIT OF TRIBAL CFO WILLIAM CONNOLLY 
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