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POSITION DESCRIPTION 

Child Welfare Attorney 

Class Status: Active 
Type of Position: Non-Exempt 
Covered Position: Yes 

Job Class: Legal Professional 
Department: Office of the President 
Location of Work: Juneau, AK 
Salary Grade( s): 13/14 
Hours of Work: M-F, 8:00 am-4:30 pm 
Employment Category: Regular, Full-Time 

Prepared by: M. S�eff;J, ::;-;7 � 
Approved by: �/ 
Effective Date: 2.1.19 V 

PURPOSE 

The attorney will provide civil legal representation to Tlingit & Haida on child welfare cases and issues. The 
incumbent's primary responsibility is to advise the Tribal Family & Youth Services (TFYS) department staff 
regarding the application of the Indian Child Welfare Act (ICW A) and other State and Federal legislation that 
impact Tribal families. 

REPORTING RELATIONSHIPS 

Reports To: General Counsel 
Supervises: N/ A 
Liaison To: NIA

ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS 

• Provide effective consultation and legal advice to the Tribe relating to the ICW A and child welfare
matters

• Responsible for preparation and filing of legal briefs, motions, petitions, orders, etc., as needed in child
welfare hearings

• Responsible for preparing and presenting legal arguments in court
• Responsible for trial preparation in contested child dependency cases, including identification of expert

witnesses and preparation for eliciting their testimony
• Responsible for on-going consultation with caseworker(s) in legal and court procedures, and to

coordinate service delivery and case planning
• Consult and advise staff on the position to be taken by the Tribe individual child welfare cases
• Consult with volunteer or staff attorney on child welfare matters
• Provide orientation and training to Child Welfare team on the application of the Indian Child Welfare

Act
• Track appellate level ICW A cases within Alaska and nationwide, monitor decisions that may affect

tribal families
• Appear in tribal court and state court on behalf of the Tribe
• Track potential problems (structural, staffing, policy) and provide suggestions for ways of addressing

such problems

Toll Free: 800.344.1432 www.ccthita-nsn.gov Direct: 907 .586.1432 






