LAND BOOM HURTS
MICHIGAN INDIANS

TOOLS OF COLONIA LAND THEFT
- Whites Buying Them Out In

Tiny Waterfront Sanctuary

THE EEELANRY INDINS

By AGIS SALPUKAS
Special ta The New York Timeg

PESHABESTOWN, Mich., —
“To a white person we should
be miserable, but that's be-
cause he never understood us
and never will,” Louis Koon,’

e D ——

a S54-year-old Chippewa, said
as he walke through the small
Indian TTHEW L. M FLETCHER

With"1ts one-room and two-
room wooden frame houses,
many of which have privies

mmu here..




JALLOTMENT PROVISIONS IN 1855 TREATY)

he usual government price. .

The United States will give to each Ottowa and Chippewa Indian
being the head of a family, 80 acres of land, and to each single person
over 21 years of age, 40 acres of land, and to each family of orphan
children under 21 years of age containing two or.more persons, 80 acres
of land, and to each single orphan child under 21 years of 40 acres
of land to be seléected and located within the several tracts of 1and here-
inbefore described under the following rules and regulations ;—

" Each Indian entitled to land under this article may make his own selec-
tion of any land withir the tract reserved herein for the band to which

¢ may belong=—Provided, That in case of two or more Indians claiming
the same lot or tract of land, the matter shall be referred to the Indian
agent, who shall examitfe the case and decide between the

-For the purpose of determining who may be entitled to land under the
provisions of this article, ‘lists shall beaﬂr’@ared by the Indian agent,
which lists shall contain the names of all persons entitled, designm
them mur 2;,1339&. Classfl:itl,];llmll contain the n;mes of heads of fi
lies ; the names of single persons over 21 years of age; class
8d, the names of orphan children under 21 years {:f age, compriding
families of two or more persons, and class 4th, the names of single orphan
children’ under 21 years of, age, and no person shall be entered in more
than one class, Such lists shall be made and closed by the first day of
July, 1856, and thereafter no applications for the benefits of this article
wllfbe allbwed. . |

At any time within five years after ‘the completion of the lists, selec-

tions of lands may be made by the perfons entitled thereto, and a notice
thereof, with a description of the land selected, filed in the office of the
Indian agent in Detroit, to be by him transmitted to the office of Indian
Affairs at Washinﬁon City. . :
. All selections of land under this article must be made according to the
usual legal subdivisions ;' and fractional lots, if containing less than 60
acres, may be regarded as forty-acre lots, if over sixty and less than one
handred and twenty acres, as eighty-avre lots. ections for orphan
children may be made by th ves or their friends, subject to the ap-
proval of the agent.

After selections are made; as herein provided, the persons entitled to
the land may take immediate possession thereof, and the Unitéd States
will thenceforth and until’ the, issning of patents as hereinafter provided,
hold the same in trust for such persons, and certificates shall be issued in
a suitable form guaranteeing and securing to the holders their possession
and an ultimate title to the land. But such certificates shall not be as-
signable and shall contain a clause expressly prohibiting the sale or trans-
fer by the holder of the land described therein.
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THE INDIAN HOMES THAT WERS DESTROYED 8Y FIRE WERE STRUNG

OUT ALONG THE RIGHT HAND SIDE OF THIS ROAP, THEIR GARDENS WERE
ON THE LEFT. THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN FROM IN FRONT OF THE CEMETER

LOOKING EAST, THE LARGE BARN IN THE CENTER OF THE PICTURE USED
TOBE PART OF CHICK-A-G6AM| FARM,



Suwil UL &Y jdIrilies, but now

the sanctuary is in danger.
The land the Indians occupy

is not a reservation under the

protection of the Federal Gov-
ernment. Real estate values in
the one-square-mile communi-
ty, much of which is water-
front property, have doubled|
in the last 10 years, to $120
a foot on the waterfront, and
the temptation.to take advan-
tages of the sales price is great. |

Some of the land, passed
down to sons who are now
absentee landlords living in cit-
ies, has been sold. Three acres
were sold recently by one of
the older Indian residents. A
white family from Detroit has
bought a lot next to the Koons

and plans -to spend summers
there.

‘End to Way of Life’

“T don’t mind one family
coming in but if many more
of us decide to sell that will
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