
Annette Nickel is the Presenting Officer and Prosecutor for the 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, responsible for child 
protection matters and criminal matters involving Pokagon Band 
citizens on or off Trust land. Prior to joining the Pokagon Band in 
2013, she was an equity partner in the Michigan law firm of Varnum 
LLP. Annette’s professional experience also includes positions as 
a Deputy District Attorney in in the Eighteenth Judicial District of 
Colorado and as an Assistant Prosecuting Attorney in Kalamazoo 
County, Michigan. Annette has been an invited speaker for training 
put on by the Michigan State Court Administrative Office, the 
Michigan Judicial Institute, the Michigan Family Support Council, 
the Michigan Probate and Juvenile Registers, the Indiana Judicial 
Institute, and the Indiana Department of Child Services. She is a 
graduate of the University of Denver Sturm College of Law and 
Kalamazoo College.
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