
• Michael earned his Juris Doctorate from the 
University of Oklahoma, with honors 1974
• Editor, Oklahoma Law Review and was inducted to 
the Order of the Coif 1974
• Member of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma
• Board of Governors – Oklahoma Bar Association
• Past President of the Oklahoma Bar Association
• United States District Judge for Oklahoma - 1994 to 2001, first Native American to 
be appointed to the federal bench
• Chief; United States District Judge, Eastern District of Oklahoma 1996-2001, first 
Native American to be appointed to the federal bench
• Sat by designation of the Chief on approximately 40 cases for the United States 
Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit
• American College of Trial Lawyers – State Chair
• Selected one of the Top 10 Attorneys in Oklahoma
• Member of the Oklahoma Supreme Court Committee for Civil Jury Instructions
• Inducted into the University of Oklahoma College of Law, Order of the Owl Hall of
Fame (2013)
• Inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame (2016)
• Michael has lectured at a variety of Continuing Legal Education seminar programs
• Michael Burrage is lead counsel along with Attorney General Mike Hunter; State of
Oklahoma v. Purdue Pharmaceutical, et. al. This litigation is filed against the major 
drug manufacturers to recover costs to the State of Oklahoma caused by the opioid 
epidemic
• General Counsel, Choctaw Nation and Counsel for Chickasaw Nation
• Co-Counsel with his partner Reggie Whitten, largest jury verdict in the State of
Oklahoma, Burgess case, $130,000,000.00  
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