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COMPLAINT FOR A CIVIL CASE

I. The Parties to This Complaint
A. The Plaintiff(s}

Provide the information below for each plaintiff named in the complaint. Attach additional pages if

needed.
MName \3{.,\_3\_ %‘Lﬁ_;ilwﬂﬁ i\
Street Address TR0 R WSO
CltY and COUﬂtY K %ﬂ.@g PR k.{i‘n}% s’w 5 ‘Hi 3 { i @‘I%u% —
State and Zip Code MraTd Coarmbh e, LEEE
Telephone Number e e =3 2 ke~ 240
E-mail Address B v BIED - pe o\ L0
T

B. The Defendani(s)

Provide the information below for each defendant named in the complaint, whether the defendant is an
individual, a government agency, an organization, or a corporation. For an individual defendant,
include the person's job or title (if mown). Attach additional pages if needed.
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Defendant No. 1

Name Eastern Band of CheraKee ladians

Jab or Title (if known) S A8 {ﬁ:\%ﬂ -?%&4&:\\ BT o ‘
Street Address Post OFFice %_\1?&.&' 55 98 Concel Tibuse ‘-«Q“:Q
City and County Cheto Wed .S_\LJ_ 3N B
State and Zip Code Waelth Cavolina L7 19

Telephone Number ) 42D -~ 256 - 000

E-mail Address (f knom) s, @bl cos (webpiked

Defendant No. 2
Name
Tob or Title (if knowi)
Street Address
City and Courty
State and Zip Code

Telephone Number
E-mail Address (if known

Defendant No. 3

Name

Job or Title (i kowr)
Street Address

City and County
State and Zip Code

Telephone Number

F-mail Address ¢ mowin)

Defendant No. 4

Name

Job or Title (if known)
Street Address

City and County
State and Zip Code

Telephone Number

E-mail Address (if known)
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IL.

Basis for Jurisdiction

Federal courts are courts of limited jurisdiction (limited power). Generally, only two types of cases can be
heard in federal court: cases involving a federal question and cases involving diversity of citizenship of the
parties. Under 28 U.8.C. § 1331, acase arising under the United States Constitution or federal laws or treaties
is a federal question case. Under 28 U.8.C. § 1332, a case in which a citizen of one State sues a citizen of
another State or nation and the amount at stake is more than $75,000 is a diversity of citizenship case. Ina
diversity of citizenship case, no defendant may be a citizen of the same State as any plaintiff.

What is the basis for federal court jurisdiction? (check afl that applhy)
Federal question [ Diversity of citizenship

Fill out the paragraphs in this section that apply to this case.
A, If the Basis for Jurisdiction Is a Federa! Question

List the specific federal statutes, federal treaties, and/or provisionis of the United States Constitution that
are at issue in this case.

s Todian Civit Rights Act (Tcpa) 25 WSC 381304~ 130%
1208 (a) 5

¢« Due PROCESS - Twdinw Gud Rapix BT ETCRAY 25V 3% 302 (00 &

B. If the Basis for Jurisdiction Is Diversity of Citizenship
L. The Plaintiff{s)
a. If the plaintiff is an individual
The plaiotiff, (rawme) , 18 a citizen of the

State of fuame)

b. If the plaintiff is a corporation
The plaintiff, (rame) , Is incorporated
under the laws of the State of (rame)
and has its princival place of business in the State of (mame)

(If more than one plaintiff is named in the complaint, aitach on additional page providing the
same information for each additional plaintiff])

2. The Defendant(s)
a. If the defendant is an individual
The defendant, (rame) . i a citizen of
the State of (rame) . Oris a citizen of

(foreign nation)
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b. If the defendant is a corporation
The defendant, (hame) . I8 incorporated under
the laws of the State of fanie) . and has its

principal place of business in the State of frame)

Or is incorporated under the laws of (foreign nadion) .

and has its principal place of business in {nae)

(If more than one defendant is named in the complaint, attach an additional page providing the
same information for each additional defendant.)

3. The Amount in Controversy

The amount in controversy—the amount the plaintiff claims the defendant owes or the amount at
stake—is more than $75,000, not countmg interest and costs of court, because {explain):

The Fastern Baad of Cherskee Tudians iavalidajed
my hushand's valrd will and tesok my liFe estate in
the home we 6ﬁareéi5;“n£ie /99%., Thﬂﬁiiiaaiafﬁc( valu e
of this [FE ESTalT 15 P 374;000:00: —

Statement of Claim -

Write a short and plain statement of the claim. Do not make legal argnments. State as briefly as possible the
facts showing that each plaintiff is entitled to the damages or other relief sought. State how each defendant was

. mnvolved and what each defendant did that caused the plaintiff harm or violated the plaintiff's rights, including

the dates and places of that involvement or conduct. If more than one claim is asserted, number each claim and
write a short and plain statement of each claim in a separate paragraph. Attach additional pages if needed.

7. My husbend, Bill T, hedford, passed on Oct. 29, ADI3, after /3 years ﬂf Maves age

Lo Bill feFt a whll deemed vVarip by +he state oF th Ling
the Cowrl of the Kastern Band ‘laf: the CH&wﬁﬁgaianaﬁs (EBCE)-
3.Ta his witl, Bill (eft me a Ufe estate in the home we had 3

Novdh Carolina and 59-?3
hgr’%é

since 1998, (D Greybeard Hidl, Cherckee NC A87/9.)

1v.

C See »ﬂgm@& A
Relief Y.

State briefly and precisely what damages or other relief the plaintiff asks the court to order. Do not make legal
arguments. Include any basis for claiming that the wrongs alleged are continuing at the present time. Include
the amounts of any actual damages claimed for the acts alleged and the basis for these amounts. Include any
punitive or exemplary damages claimed, the amounts, and the reasons you claim you are entitled to actual or -
punitive money damages.

L hove calcalated the value of the (ife estate as follows:

. . i g f »/ 47 ,.";; i’f-g_}gk
@/'%vgﬁ,l«?e réatal For Lthe same or simufar home {;1’?"9 Greyear +i (812000 per
| Cheroisee, VC 38719 -  bedroom, beioic hume, one acre) : /000 per mocth/l/aa00 per |
'7:@ Ex’wcfﬁmy - 51 year old whmans 39 ~ip A¥ remaining # 3 years SincCe faling, feor G2 7

/ . J ; ear For 34 years. [oTaL mxm}:@ﬁ?;’;ﬂm}e
o L1650 per wonth 72 monfhs & ‘ﬁi?,ﬂr}é,oof;er year for 34 year D F
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April Ledford v. Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

111. Statement of Claim (Contimued)

4. On January 12, 2017, EBCI Council invalidated my husband’s will and overturned the ruling
in the Court in violation of Tribal law. #* They used Chapter 28 of the Cherokee Code to
support their decision, a chapter clearly used only in instances when there is no valid will **

5. 1can show that | did not receive proper Notice of this Hearing,

6. In June of 2017 the EBCI Courts evicted me from my home and did not allow me to present
my side of the story.

7. The FBCI have ignored my 4 attemyts to settie this matter to avoid going to court.

8. The Cherokee Code allows Council to hear new evidence after a decision has been made. In
my case, my new evidence was that I did NOT have another home (contzary to what they were
rold during the jan. 12, 2017 hearing — in my absence}. Council refused to consider that new
evidence.

1 believe I can show that I was discriminated against because I am not an enrolled
member of the EBCIL. Whether that be the case, one of the FBCI's most respected leaders, Bill |.
Ledford, was an enrolled member and for the tribe — or anyone - to change his last wishes is
unconscionable.

Conclusion: 1 do not agree with their decision and realize I cannot get my home back,
but I understand that, according to the Indian Civil Rights Act, whenever a tribe takes property
from any rightful possessor then compensarion for the taking should be paid.
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V. Certification and Closing

Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11, by signing below, I certify to the best of my knowledge, information,
and belief that this complaint: (1) is not being presented for an Improper purpose, such as to harass, cause
unnecessary delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation; (2) is supported by existing law or by a
nonfrivolous argument for extending, modifying, or reversing existing law; (3) the factual contentions have
evidentiary sapport or, if specifically so identified, will likely have evidentiary suppoit after a reasonable
opportunity for further investigation or discovery; and (4) the complaint otherwise complies with the

requirements of Rule 11.

A, For Parties Without an Attorney

1 agree to provide the Clerk’s Office with any changes to my address where case-related papers may be
served. Tunderstand that my failure to keep a current address on file with the Clerlc’s Office may result

in the dismissal of my case.

Date of signing: .K&“\Laf N g \ SHGA0
C

Signature of Plaintiff - L@LQ\ S&S\
- A3 }

Printed Name of Plaintiff A; ‘{.‘i \ \__Q&J;’ s é
i iy

B. For Attorneys

Date of signing;

Signature of Attorney

Printed Name of Attorney
Bar Number

Name of Law Firm

Street Address

State and Zip Code

Telephone Number
E-mail Address
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