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V.  ARGUMENT: 
The district court ordered a substantively unreasonable 36-month prison 
sentence. 
 
 For the most part, Mr. Nickey relies on the arguments stated in his initial 

Brief to this Court.  However, one important fact warrants further attention. 

 Appellate counsel for the United States Attorney’s office appears to 

minimize or ignore the sentence recommendation of trial counsel for the United 

States Attorney’s office.  As set forth in detail in Mr. Nickey’s initial Brief to this 

Court, even after continued badgering by the district court, trial counsel stood by 

its time served recommendation.  See Sen. Hr’g Tr., ROA.181-92.  This Court 

should place great weight on trial counsel’s opinion regarding the 

unreasonableness of the 36-month sentence ordered by the district court.     
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II.  CONCLUSION 

 For all of the reasons analyzed above and in Appellant’s Brief, Mr. Nickey 

asks this Court to vacate the substantively unreasonable sentence ordered by the 

district court.   

 Submitted August 18, 2021. 

     Omodare B. Jupiter 
     Federal Public Defender     
       
     s/ Abby Brumley Edwards 
     Abby Brumley Edwards 
     Assistant Federal Public Defender 
     Southern District of Mississippi 
     200 S. Lamar Street, Suite 200-N 
     Jackson, MS  39201 
     Telephone: 601-948-4284 
     Facsimile: 601-948-5510 

        
     Attorney for Defendant-Appellant 
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postage prepaid to appellant Darren Nickey. 

     s/ Abby Brumley Edwards 
     Abby Brumley Edwards 
     Assistant Federal Public Defender 
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