




MICHIGAN 

INDIAN TRIBAL COURT/STATE TRIAL COURT FORUM 

Hon. Garfield W. Hood 
Chairperson 

Hon. Michael D. Petoskey 
Vice Chairperson 

Hon. Michael F. Cavanagh 
Chief Justice 
Michigan Supreme Court 
P. 0. Box 30052 
Lansing, MI 48909 

Dear Chief Justice Cavanagh: 

The members of the Michigan Indian Tribal Court/State Trial Court Forum are 
pleased to submit our report and recommendations to the Michigan Supreme Court . .r 

The forum has demonstrated that there are far more similarities than diff ererices 
between the Michigan tribal and state judicial system. We believe that our 
recommendations, if implemented, will greatly enhance the ability of Michigan's 
judiciary and the tribal courts of this state to cooperate effectively in delivering 
quality court services to of our citizens. We thank you for the opportunity to 
serve as forum members. 

'df/[(:/d!c~ 
Hon. Michelle Boyer, emb 

(;_}~~ 
Hon. William T. Ervin, Member 

o---.o->G.\J 0w ~. 
Hon. Thomas A Van Tiem, Sr., Member 
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FORUM MEMBERS 

Trial Courts 

Hon. Garfield W. Hood 
Chief Judge 
12th Judicial Circuit 
Courthouse 
401 E. Houghton 
Houghton, MI 49931 
TX: (906) 482-5420 

Hon. William T. Ervin 
Chief Judge 
Isabella County Probate Court 
County Building 
200 N. Main Street 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
TX: (517) 772-0911 

Hon. Michael W. MacDonald 
Chief Judge 
91st District Court 
City-County Building 
325 Court Street 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
TX: (906) 635-6323 

Hon. Thomas A Van Tiem, Sr. 
36th District Court 
Madison Center, Room 3068 
421 Madison 
Detroit, MI 48226 
TX: (313) 965-8741 

• Proiect Leaders 

Mr. Jack C. Crandall 
Regional Court Administrator 
State Court Administrative Office 
400 W. Main St., Ste. 15 
P. 0. Box 100 
Gaylord, MI 49735 
TX: (517) 732-3311 

Ms. Kathryn Tierney, Counsel 
Bay Mills Indian Community 
Route 1 
Brimley, MI 49715 
TX: (906) 248-3241 
FAX: (906) 248-3283 

Tribal Courts 

Hon. George Nolan 
Chief Judge, Tribal Court 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians 
206 Greenough Street 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
TX: (906) 635-6050 

Hon. Patricia Harris 
Tribal Judge 
Saginaw Chippewa Tribe 
215 Saginaw Street 
P. 0 . Box 26 
St. Louis, MI 48880-0026 
TX: (517) 681-3025 

Hon. Michael D. Petoskey 
Tribal Judge 
Grand Traverse Band of 
Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 
Northwestern Michigan College 
1701 East Front Street 
Traverse City, MI 49684-3016 

. TX: (616) 922-1030 

Legal Consultant 

Mr. James Bransky 
160 E. State Street 
Traverse City, MI 49684 
TX: (616) 947-0122 
FAX: (616) 947-3956 

NCSA Consultant 

Mr. H. Ted Rubin 
Senior Staff Attorney 
Institute for Court Management of 
National Center for State Courts 
1331 Seventeenth St., Ste. 402 
Denver, CO 80202-1554 
TX: (303) 293-3063 
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ATTACHMENT "1" 

INDIAN TRIBAL COURT/STATE TRIAL COURT FORUM 

AUGUST 21, 1992 

FORUM GUESTS: 

1. Julius Eggbert 
2. Hon. Bradley Dakota 
3. Wes Martin 
4. Carol S. And.ray 
5. Lt. Charles Ludwick 
6. Edward W. Berkompas 
7. Joseph P. O'Leary 
8. Robert Muldare 
9. Hon. Douglas B. Gurski 

10. Brian E. Ray 
11. Lowell R. Ulrich 
12. Dawn Duncan 
13. Julie A Timmer 
14. Sylvia Evans 
15. Richard Hoestra 
16. James Jannetta 

17. Monica M. Lubiarz 

Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribal Court Judge, Keweenaw Bay Indian Comm. 
Hannahville Tribal Court 
Chippewa-Ottawa Conservation Court 
MSP Post Commander (Sault Ste. Marie) 
Chippewa County Sheriff 
Tribal Atty., Keweenaw Bay Indian Comm. 
Michigan State Police 
Chief Judge, Saginaw Chippewa Tribe 
Michigan State Police 
Chippewa County Probate Court 
Tribal Atty., Hannahville Indian Community 
Bay Mills Indian Community 
Acting Director, Native American Affairs, DSS 
Michigan Dept. of Social Services 
Tribal Atty., Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians 
Prosecuting Atty., Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians 



PRESENT: 

INDIAN/TRIBAL COURT FORUM 

MINUTES 

OCTOBER 23, 1992 

Chairperson Hon. Garfield W. Hood 
Vice Chairperson Hon. Michael D. Petoskey 
Hon. Michelle Boyer 
Hon. Bradley Dakota 
Hon. Thomas A Van Tiem, Sr. 
Hon. William T. Ervin 
James A Bransky. Consultant 

AB.SENT: 
Hon. Michael W. MacDonald 

STAFF: 
William H. Newhouse, SCAO Staff 
Kathryn L. Tierney, Co-Project Leader 
Jack C. Crandall, Co-Project Leader 
Chief Justice Michael F. Cavanagh 
State Court Administrator Marilyn K Hall 
Deputy State Court Administrator John D. Ferry, Jr. 

GUESTS: 
J. Bruce Kilmer, Regional .Administrator, SCAO 
Kevin J. Bowling, Regional .Administrator, SCAO 
Linda Parrish, Tribal Judge, Bay Mills 
Joseph P. O'Leary, Tribal Attorney, Keweenaw Bay 
Patricia Cummings, State Court Administrative Office 

Following introductions Chairperson Hood requested the reading of the minutes of 
• the August 21, 1992 meeting. The minutes were unanimously approved as read 

Chief Justice Cavanagh stated he wished to thank the forum members for their 
participation in this historic event in Michigan. He stated the Supreme Court will 
give consideration to the forum's recommendations and indicated a willingness to 
consid_er establishing some mechanism to continue the work started by the forum. 

State Court Administrator Hall stated she was impressed with the accomplishments 
of the forum given the limited time and resources available and stated it reflected 
the dedication of the members. She expressed the willingness of the SCAO to 
work toward implementing the forum's recommendations and together with the 
tribes to seek further funding from the National Center for State Courts to carry 
on follow-up activities. 

• •••••••••••••••• 
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