
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MONTANA

BILLINGS DIVISION

JAMES HALVERSON as Personal

Representative of the fee estate of
JACK HALVERSON,

Plaintiff,

vs.

DEBRA ANNE HAALAND, Secretary
of the Interior,

Defendant.

CV 22-76-BLG-SPW

ORDER

Before the Court is Defendant Debra Anne Haaland's ("Defendant" or "the

United States") Motion to Dismiss (Doc. 17). Defendant argues that the United

States has not waived sovereign immunity, so the Court does not have subject

matter jurisdiction, and that Plaintiff James Halverson, as personal representative

for the fee estate of Jack Halverson, failed to join a necessary party. (Doc. 18).

Plaintiff disagrees, contending that the Court has jurisdiction under the Mandamus

Act. (Doc. 22). For the following reasons, the Court denies Defendant's motion.

I. Background

Jack Halverson was an enrolled member of the Crow Tribe. (Doc. 1 at 4).

Jack's mother, Dalia, was an original allottee to trust land adjacent to Allotment

1809, located in Yellowstone County, Montana. {Id,\ Doc. 18-1 at 4). Jack
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