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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF UTAH, CENTRAL DIVISION 

UTE INDIAN TRIBE OF THE UINTAH 
AND OURAY RESERVATION, UTAH 
 

JOINT MOTION TO REOPEN CASE 
AND FOR STATUS CONFERENCE 
 
Case no. 2:75-cv-00408-RJS (Consolidated 
Action Civil Case Nos. 2:75-cv-00408, 2:13-
cv-00276, 2:13-cv-01070, and 2:13-cv-
01079) 
 
Judge Robert J. Shelby 
  

 Plaintiff,   
 
v. 
 
STATE OF UTAH, et al., 
 
 Defendants. 
 

 Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 16, the parties to this matter hereby jointly request the Court 

reopen this case, schedule a status conference and set briefing schedule and process for resolving 

the sole remaining legal issue in this matter. 
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This matter was stayed by the Court on February 10, 2017, Dkt. 1268, and was 

administratively closed by the Court on February 21, 2017, Dkt. 1269, with the Court orders 

providing that any party could file a motion to re-open the case and lift the stay.  From July 2016 

until July 2024, the parties have been engaged in mediation in the United States Court of Appeals 

for the Tenth Circuit.  That mediation concluded in July 2024 and, with the agreement of all parties, 

the appeals pending before the Tenth Circuit were dismissed on July 16, 2024.  As a result of that 

mediation, the parties stipulated and now jointly request that the court re-open this matter, lift the 

stay, and schedule a status conference to set the procedure and briefing schedule for the parties to 

obtain judicial resolution of the sole remaining illegal issue, the jurisdictional status of split estate 

surface lands. 

   Accordingly, the Parties to this case jointly move to re-open this matter in order to resolve 

the final legal issue – whether the surface of “split estate lands”1 are “Indian Country” or “non-

Indian Country” for purposes of determining criminal and civil jurisdiction over matters occurring 

on the surface of the split estate lands.  Resolution of this legal questions is necessary to facilitate 

the approval and execution of a consent decree and stipulation to end this litigation.   

The parties therefore jointly request that the Court re-open the case and set a status 

conference for the purpose of setting a briefing schedule and otherwise determining the resolution 

of this matter.   

DATED this 16th day of September 2025.  

 

 
1 “Split Estate” Lands at issue are lands in which (1) the Ute Tribe holds a sub-surface mineral estate interest (either 
directly or through the United States in trust) and (2) the surface estate of the lands have all three of the following 
characteristics (described in Ute V, 114 F.3d 1513, 1528: (i) were “unallotted;” (ii) were “opened to non-Indian 
settlement under the 1902–1905 legislation;” and (iii) were not thereafter “returned to tribal ownership.”   
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Respectfully submitted by, 

 
s/ Jeremy J. Patterson     
Jeremy J. Patterson, Pro Hac Vice 
Admission 
Jeffrey S. Rasmussen, Pro Hac Vice 
Admission 
Brant Benjamin Fenner, Pro Hac Vice 
Admission 
PATTERSON REAL BIRD & 
RASMUSSEN LLP 
1900 Plaza Drive 
Louisville, Colorado 80027-2314 
Telephone: (303) 926-5292 
Facsimile: (303) 926-5293 
Email:  jpatterson@nativelawgroup.com 
Email:  jrasmussen@nativelawgroup.com 
Email:  bfenner@nativelawgroup.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiff Ute Indian Tribe of 
the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
 
s/ J. Preston Stieff     
J. Preston Stieff (Bar No. 04764) 
J. PRESTON STIEFF LAW OFFICES, LLC 
311 South State Street, Suite 450 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
Telephone:  (801) 366-6002 
Email:  jps@StieffLaw.com 
Attorneys for Plaintiff Ute Indian Tribe of 
the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
 
s/ Scott Cheney     
SCOTT CHENEY, Assistant Utah 
Attorneys General 
Attorney for Defendants State of Utah, 
Spencer J. Cox, in his official capacity as 
Governor of Utah, and Sean David Reyes, in 
his official capacity as Attorney General of 
Utah 
Utah Attorney General’s Office 
160 East 300 South, 5th Floor  
P.O. Box 140857  
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-0857 
(385) 382-4334 
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scheney@agutah.gov 
 
 
s/ Jesse C. Trentadue     
JESSE C. TRENTADUE, Esq. 
Attorney for Defendants Duchesne County, 
Tyler Berg, Scott Sweat, and Wasatch 
County 
SUITTER AXLAND PLLC 
8 E Broadway, Ste 200 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84111 
(801) 532-7300 
jesse32@sautah.com 
 
s/ Greggory J. Savage     
GREGGORY J. SAVAGE, Esq. 
Attorney for Defendant Uintah County  
Ray Quinney & Nebeker  
36 South State Street, Suite 1400 
P.O. Box 45385  
Salt Lake City, Utah 84145-0835 
(801) 532-1500 
gsavage@rqn.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on this 16th day of September 2025, a copy of the foregoing JOINT 
MOTION TO REOPEN CASE AND FOR STATUS CONFERENCE was filed electronically. 
Notice of this filing will be sent to the parties of record through the Court's Electronic Case Filing 
System. Parties may access this filing through the Court's system. 
 

 
         

/s/ Baylee L. Reinstein   
       Baylee L. Reinstein 
       Legal Assistant 
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